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On Sunday 7th July, the sun 
shone once again for the 
Parish Councilôs fifth 
Community Sports Day!   
 
We kicked off at 12pm, following the 
Burghfield Running Club Fun Run.  
People were encouraged to bring a picnic 
and have a go at the various sport 
workshops and activities around the 
Common Recreation Ground, ranging 
from rocket ball, boxing, quick cricket and 
our large inflatable climbing wall.   
 
Larger Than Life entertained our younger 
parishioners with face painting and 
balloon modelling, whilst Oojamaflip ran 
the ever successful circus skills 
workshop! 
 
At what proved to be the most energetic and most popular event of the day were 

the family races, run by First For Sports. 
 
The obstacle course was a challenge for 
many, eggs were held firmly in place, 
space hoppers and sacks came flying 
down the track in pursuit of the finish line.   
 
All winners enjoyed the podium finale 
where they received their medals and a 
photo opportunity and finally a big bubble 
send off!   
 
A HUGE thankyou to everyone who 
helped out both before the event and on 
the day.   
 
This is a FREE event for the community, 
so keep your eye out for next years date 
to be announced and be sure to get it on 
your calendar! 
 
Burghfield Parish Council 

Burghfield Community Sports Day  

Santa Update   

BurghFest this years is on 

September 27th and is our 

biggest community event 

featuring: 

Exciting program of Live Music from local 

acts including Burghfest favourites 

Murdochôs Crazy Eyes and Deaf Dogs. 

Even more Beer from our local brewers 

including, for the first time at Burghfest, a 

range of Craft Beer. 

Santaôs Pride, a best bitter brewed 

specially for Burghfest by Little London 

Brewery.  

A range of still and fizzy Cider from our 

local cider producers.  

Gin Bar with a range of Gins and specially 

selected mixers. 

Top quality range of Wine and Prosecco 

as well as Pimm's, food, family fun fair 

and lots more.  

Whilst we can only hope for the excellent 

weather, we have ordered a much larger 

marquee and additional enclosures so if it 

does rain you can still enjoy the festival. 

Ticket are available online at:      

www.burghfest.uk/tickets  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and from local stores. Tickets are limited, 

so to guarantee entry make sure you buy 

your tickets in advance and get a free 

commemorative pint ñglassò and cheaper 

drink tokens .  

What an exciting summer we have had, 

outdoor cinema, BoxKart and supporting 

the Guide Dogs on their open day.  

The outdoor cinema showed The 

Greatest Showman and Bohemian 

Rhapsody on a perfect summers evening. 

BoxKart racing was an exciting day 

of racing . Congratulations to the 
Mortimer Sausage Company who were 

ñKing of the Hillò for the third year running. 

Pop up pub 

Finally, be ready for the first Saturday in 

December where we will be premiering 

our new mobile bar at the Christmas 

Market during the day and the first night 

of Christmas season for The Bulging Sack 

pop up pub.    
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You will notice in your 

newsletters there is a 

consultation questionnaire.  

This is your opportunity to influence how 

Burghfield parish is developed in the 

future. It can be completed in paper 

format or on line.  Please follow the 

instructions.  

Future developers will have to adhere to 

the content of the neighbourhood 

development plan (NDP) in any 

applications that they submit to develop 

in our parish.  

You have told us at our information 

stands that affordable and eco-friendly 

housing is important to you. Now we 

need to prove it in writing with this and 

your answers to other questions.  

A large response to the questionnaire will  

 

mean that we are more likely to get the 

type of housing that we, Burghfield 

Parishioners, have decided that we need 

in our parish and not what a developer 

would like to impose on us. 

A large response from the community will 

signal to developers what you want to 

see in the future.  

Its your Burghfield.  

Please complete your questionnaire so  

that we can tell the planners what you 

would like to see in Burghfield Parish. 

Thank you 

Burghfield Neighbourhood Development 

Plan Steering Group 

www.burghfieldndp.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Burghfield Neighbourhood Development Plan - NDP 

 

BY COMPLETING THE QUESTIONNAIRE 

Chairmanôs  Report  
 

As the new chair of the Parish Council I 

would like to welcome you to the Autumn 

edition of the Parish newsletter. 

Unfortunately, summer really has come to 

an end and it feels like the beginning of a 

new year. I may have left school too 

many years to count but it still feels that 

way.  Interestingly psychologists tell you 

this is the best time of the year to make 

ñnew year resolutionsò if you want to stick 

with them. 

With that in mind the parish council have 

done this very thing.  Following a lively 

debate during the last full council meeting 

before the summer break, the Parish 

Council resolved that environmental 

issues should be on every committee 

agenda.  We agreed not to ñdeclare an 

emergencyò but to get on and do things. 

You will find more of this inside the 

newsletter. 

Supporting the community remains at the 

top of the Parish Council agenda and this 

happens in both visible and invisible 

ways.  At the beginning of the summer 

the Parish Council ran the Family 

summer sports days which saw record 

attendance and will be running itôs first 

Christmas Market on the first Saturday in 

December - Further details inside. 

Behind the scenes the Parish Council 

supports a number of community run 

projects and this edition we are 

highlighting TIM (not because it is my 

name!) as it celebrates 6 years of serving 

our community. 

If you would like to become more 

involved in the community and the Parish 

Council, we are always looking for skills 

that can enhance the services and 

support provided in Burghfield (Bridge, 

Common and Village).  

We would particularly like to hear from 

people with recycling and environment 

experience as we move towards 

becoming a low carbon parish.  

Whether you, like our intrepid scouts, 

have come back from a great 

international trip of a lifetime, or like me, 

enjoyed the great weather at home, 

welcome back from summer and I hope 

you have a happy new (academic) year. 

 

Tim 

Parish Council Chairman 



 

Tips to Reduce your Carbon Footprint 
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Protecting Burghfieldôs Environment 

Burghfield Parish Council know that in 

order to meet climate change targets, 

whether locally or globally, we all need to 

make changes to the way we live. 

Reducing our own carbon footprint will 

make a huge difference to tackling climate 

change. Lifestyle changes can make a big 

difference but itôs not always easy or 

obvious how to make the greatest 

difference. 

We want to make it easier for us all to 

reduce our carbon footprint, here are 

some top tips:  

Keeping warm (or cool) 

Around half the heat is lost from a typical 

home through walls windows and roofs. 

Close your curtains at dusk, stop draughts 

around doors and windows and check out 

your insulation. 

Heating 

Heating is the biggest source of carbon 

emissions for most homes. Check your 

heating controls and turn the thermostat 

down to make a difference. 

Lighting 

Energy-saving light bulbs use around a 

tenth of the energy of normal filament 

bulbs and can last ten times as long. 

Flights 

Whether for leisure or business, flying can 

easily become your biggest source of 

carbon emissions. Within the UK and 

Europe, why not drive or take a train 

instead? 

Electricity and appliances 

Appliances left on stand-by use a 

surprising amount of energy so switch 

them off at the wall when not in use. Look 

for A-rated ones with Energy Saving 

Recommended labels. Switching to a 

ógreenô tariff will also help. 

Driving 

Nearly a quarter of all car journeys are for 

less than 2 miles. Walking, cycling, and 

public transport are all options in the local 

area. Does your workplace have a car-

sharing scheme? For longer journeys, 

where possible, using trains or coaches 

are easy steps to take to reduce your 

carbon footprint. 

Water 

Whilst rain water is free, it takes energy to 

make it fit to drink, pipe it to our homes, 

heat it, and dispose of it afterwards. 

Swapping baths for showers and only 

using your dishwasher and washing 

machines when full are quick and easy 

changes you can make. 

Food 

Around one-third of all food purchased in 

the UK is thrown away. Energy is spent in 

its production, transportation and so 

reducing food waste is the easiest and 

cheapest way to reduce your carbon 

footprint. 

Reduce, Re-use and Recycle 

Energy has been spent to make and 

transport every item that we buy. By 

thinking about what we buy, how we buy it 

and where we buy it, we can reduce our 

carbon footprint. Buying second-hand can 

be a great way to do this. 

Your influence 

You can help others follow your footprint 

by encouraging them to follow your 

example. Make it a part of your 

conversation. In todayôs society, the 

choices you make will influence the 

decisions that producers of goods make. 

You can influence your workplace, school, 

or neighbourhood to make decisions that 

reduce their impact. 

Burghfield Parish Council 

 

West Berkshire Council Kerbside Recycling  
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St Maryôs Church 

The Pepper Pot Tower  

restored! 
August 2019 has seen the completion of 

our long running project to restore our 

beautiful and unusual church tower, 

fondly known as the Pepper Pot, to its full 

glory. It is now wonderfully clean and 

completely watertight: these are both very 

good things! And there was an 

unexpected additional challenge/benefit of 

undertaking this worké. 

We have been extremely fortunate in 

benefitting from the munificence of many 

individuals, who used their time, talents 

and money to ensure that sufficient funds 

could be raised, and then wisely spent to 

achieve these aims. We were also 

blessed to benefit significantly from a 

grant made by the Governmentôs Listed 

Places of Worship Roof Repair Scheme. 

And what about that unanticipated bonus? 

During the course of the work done by the 

stone masons a large crack was noticed 

in the cross which stood atop the tower. 

The cross had been there, a proud 

symbol of our faith, for 176 years. The 

decision was made that we needed to 

replace it to ensure the safety of all who 

pass beneath. As well as the cost of 

making and installing the new cross, an 

even higher level of scaffolding was built, 

causing further expense. Again, thanks to 

some very generous gifts, we now have 

the advantage of a wonderful new cross 

to draw people to church for at least the 

next 176 yearsé 

On Sunday 18th August we had a 

wonderful service of thanksgiving to 

celebrate the end of the Pepper Pot 

Project. Towards the end of the service, 

an intrepid band  (the Rector, PCC 

Secretary, Church Warden and 

Contractor), led by Rev Glynn, climbed 

the scaffolding to bless the new cross and 

to give thanks to God for the successful 

conclusion to all the efforts of the past few 

years. (A short video of the blessing is on 

our Facebook page). Of course we 

followed this with delicious cakes and 

refreshments as we completed our 

celebrations together. 

We would also like to thank all the many 

parishioners who have made this work 

possible by their unstinting gifts. We invite 

you all to come and have a closer look 

from the foot of the tower, as well as 

admiring the cross from afar as you move 

around the parish. Thank you one and all! 

Alison Eves (Church Warden, St Maryôs 

Burghfield) 

Dates for your diaries! 

Saturday 28 September 7.30pm -  Military 
Wives Choir Concert in aid of Save The 
Children  

Saturday 5 October 3.30pm-5.30pm 
Messy Church Harvest  
Sunday 6 October 9am Harvest Festival  

Sunday 10 November 10.30 
Remembrance Day  
Wednesday 27/Thursday 28 November 

7pm (PROVISIONAL) Advent wreath 
making workshop/Buy Nothing Burghfield 
event  

Saturday 30th November Messy Church 
Christmas 3:30-5:30pm 
Saturday 7 December 6pm Carols on the 

Hatch  
Saturday 14/Sunday 15 December 

Christmas Tree Festival 12-5pm   
Sunday 15 December Nine Lessons and 
Carols 6:30pm  

Burghfield Library  
The Library has had a busy summer with 

250 primary aged children participating in 

the Space Chase Summer Reading 

Challenge.  Thatôs 1500 books read 

between them.  Well done to all who have 

completed the challenge and those who 

are nearly there.   If you havenôt started 

the challenge, and would like to, thereôs 

still time as it carries on until Monday 30th 

September.  Thank you to everyone who 

came along to the space themed craft 

sessions and made space gliders, lollipop 

stick alien puppets, paper plate space 

porthole scenes and space scratch art.   

The Library says, ñThank you!ò to one 

person who very kindly donated Ã50 to 

buy fruit for the children.   Fruit has been 

available for children for a while, but this 

generous act means there are funds 

ensuring it can be available each session 

the library is open.   

October half term there will be bird box 

making sessions at the library.   

Fancy testing your woodworking skills?  
Thursday, 31st October, there will be two 
sessions; 11:00am & 1:15pm, where five 

families can make a bird box each.  
Sessions will be led by Tim at a cost of Ã5 
per family/bird box to cover the cost of all 

materials provided.  It is anticipated each 
session will last an hour and half and are 
designed to give children the opportunity 

to practice sanding and construction 
techniques whilst creating something to 
benefit our local feathered population.  

Contact the library to reserve your place. 
 
burghfieldlibrary@westberks.gov.uk 
Karen Fiddler ��01189 833632 

 
 


