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Chris Mears - 2016 Rio Olympic “Gold”  

 

 

 

 

 

Burghfield’s 2016 “Golden 

Glow” 

Following local lad Chris Mears’ Gold 
Medal success in the Rio Olympics 
Men’s Synchronised 3m Springboard 
Final, Burghfield went a little bit crazy 
itself.  
 
It started when the local Post Master Raj 
Odera noted that the National Post Office 
company had turned down his request to 
re-paint the Red Post Box outside the 
front of his NISA & Post Office on 
Recreation Road to the same “Gold” 
colour used in the 2012 London 
Olympics.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The local social media FB page 
www.facebook.com/burghfield  
 
then started photoshopping “gold post 
boxes” onto photos of his store and the 
national  media picked up on the story. 

 

One thing led to another. Soon families 

were making outsized imitation Rio Gold 

Medals and Raj cheekily copied a life 

size facsimile of one of the London 2012 

gold boxes and put it over the top of his 

real post box (leaving slots for letters of-

course).  

Chris and his family, who live in 

Burghfield Common, got to hear about it 

all and mum Katy said she “loved all the 

jokes and banter back and forth.” 

BBC South TV, Get Reading, Newbury 

Weekly News, Reading Chronicle, and 

Newbury Weekly Observer all came to 

cover the news and many residents had 

their photo taken with the Post Box 

including a cheeky diver who 

affectionately became known locally as 

“Chris Beers”. 

Eventually the “real” Chris Mears 

returned from Rio to visit the fabled 

Golden Post Box and met Raj and 

others.  

He was presented with cards, flowers 

and a large copy of his own Gold Medal  

signed by hundreds of Burghfield 

Residents to wish him well. 

David Gregory  

http://www.facebook.com/burghfield
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As Technology continues to leap forward, 
prices become ever cheaper, and 
accessibility has increased to a wider 
range of advanced gadgets.  The 
ownership of Drones (Small Unmanned 
Aircraft) has followed this trend.  With 
their relatively low initial price, negligible 
running costs, and their ease of use they 
have become popular across the 
spectrum of society’s remote hobby 
pilots. 

Drones have incredible stability in the air 
which allows the easy use of a digital 
camera attachment.  This new ability to 
film (surveillance) in areas that were 
previously inaccessible is one of the 
factors which have begun to cause 
concern to some residents. 

Films have been uploaded to the internet 
that show some quite stunning views of 
Burghfield and Mortimer.  However they 
have unwittingly fallen foul of CAA (Civil 
Aviation Authority) legislation.  Also 
having the AWE so close, opens up a lot 
of other potential legislative hazards. 

Below are some of the articles to be 
aware of.  If you are a drone operator and 
you feel that your activity may include 
one of these, it would be wise to seek 

CAA advice before you commence your 
flight – www.cca.co.uk. 

Air Navigation Order 2009 

Article 166 - Small unmanned aircraft 

The person in charge of a small 
unmanned aircraft: 

May only fly the aircraft if reasonably 
satisfied that the flight can safely be 
made. 

Must maintain direct, unaided visual 
contact with the aircraft sufficient to 
monitor its flight path in relation to other 
aircraft, persons, vehicles, vessels and 
structures for the purpose of avoiding 
collisions.   

Which has a mass of more than 7kg 
including any attachments to the at the 
commencement of its flight, must not fly 
the aircraft: 

(a unless the permission of the 
appropriate air traffic control unit has 
been obtained;                                                                                                                                  

(b)  within an aerodrome traffic zone 
during the notified hours of watch of the 
air traffic control unit; or 

(c)  at a height of more than 400 feet 
above the surface unless it is flying in 
airspace described in (a) or (b) and in 
accordance with the requirements for that 
airspace. 

The person in charge of a small 
unmanned aircraft must not fly the aircraft 
for the purposes of aerial work.  

Article 167 - Small unmanned 
surveillance aircraft 

You may not fly: 

Over or within 150 metres of any 
residential or industrial area; 

Over or within 150 metres of an 
organised open-air assembly of more 
than 1,000 persons; 

Within 50 metres of any vessel, vehicle or 
structure which is not under the control of 
the person in charge of the aircraft; or 

Within 50 metres of any person. 

During take-off or landing, a small 
unmanned surveillance aircraft must not 
be flown within 30 metres of any person. 

Thames Valley Police 
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Parish App 

Drones - from Thames Valley Police 

Our brand new Parish Council 

App has been launched! 

The parish council recognised that a 

majority of its website hits were coming 

from mobile devices with Google 

confirming it’s the No.1 choice to access 

the internet.  

With the vast majority of people owning 

a smartphone and regularly using apps 

the parish council responded to this 

trend by working closely with an 

innovative ‘App’ company called 

‘TheAppOffice.com’ to develop a 

‘Burghfield Parish Council’ app. 

It’s a great way to stay in touch and 

access news and information about the 

parish council. You can download it for 

free on Google Play and the Apple 

Store.  

There’s a Fault Reporting section 

where you can upload photos of any 

faults seen within the parish whilst on 

the move and send direct to the parish 

council for action. A Points of Interest 

Map to locate the various Recreation 

areas, the Village Hall and the 

allotments. 

There's even Hot off the press local 

news feed from “Get Reading” to let you 

know what is happening right now in the 

area. You can even mark the spot where 

you park using the fun “Car Finder”, so  

you can use your phone to find your car.  

If you turn on location and notification 

settings we can keep you in touch with 

what’s going on. We promise not to 

pester you and you can adjust your 

settings to suit your needs but it is a great 

way to add events to your diary and be 

reminded when things are going on. 

Get downloading!! 

 



 

 

 
 
 

Burghfield Have a Field Day 
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Another bouncing success for 

Burghfield 

The Parish Council held its second “Have 

a Field Day” event on the Common 

Recreation Ground on Sunday 17th July. 

The event is FREE to local residents, 

providing the opportunity for children and 

adults to “have a go” at the various sports, 

activities and workshops on offer.  

There was plenty to choose from, 

including penalty shoot outs, rocket ball, 

hockey, street dance and garden games.   

Netball, hockey and football matches 

were organised on the multi-use games 

area (MUGA) whilst the younger element 

were encouraged to learn a trick or two in 

the Circus skills workshop or to have their 

face painted and have a go at the balloon 

modelling.  

The most energetic and popular event of 

the day was the races where everyone 

got involved and had a go! Local 

business Sports Xtra,run by Steve West, 

managed to even get the adults 

partaking in the wheelbarrow races. Well 

done to Steve and his team for their 

fantastic organisation of the games! 

Toddlers ran their hearts out holding 

eggs firmly in place on their wooden 

spoons, teenagers space hopped at  a 

great speed and a number of adults 

cheated profusely in pursuit of the finish 

line!  

The grand finale of the day was a fly over 

by the Red Arrows (how wonderfully 

planned!) and the bubbles – what a 

wonderful sight they were.  

The ice cream van was a welcome 

addition due to the weather being so hot. 

We also had Café B providing the much 

needed cup of tea and slice of cake from 

the pavilion.  

A HUGE thank you to Sports Xtra, Larger 

Than Life, Carousel, the Cadets for their 

wonderful litter picking and the parish 

council for a very successful day.  

Date for 2017 to be confirmed.  

Further photos from the event can be 

viewed via the parish council website:  

www.burghfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk  

http://www.burghfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk


Preparation of the Burghfield 
Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) 
is now underway.  An NDP is a relatively 
new concept, and over 200 communities 
across the UK have now completed one.   
 
What is an NDP? 
A local plan to guide future development, 
regeneration and conservation.  It is a 
legal document that influences decisions 
on planning applications.  It can include 
policies or guidance, community 
proposals or site allocations, focusing on 
a wide range of topics, or just a few.   
NDP’s are independently examined and 
then put to public referendum.  
 
What does this mean for Burghfield? 
As a community, we can create a plan to 
help shape the future of Burghfield; to 

protect what we value, and grow 
sustainably.  There are no particular rules 
about what a NDP should cover, but 
some common themes are: 

 Transport 

 Housing 

 Environment 

 Economy 

 Leisure 
 
Themes for inclusion in the Burghfield 
NDP will be determined through 
consultation with the community. 
 
You may have seen some of our friendly 
volunteers at the May Fayre collecting 
feedback on aspects of Burghfield that 
you wished to protect, and ideas for 
improvement.   

We will be seeking more feedback over 
the coming months, so please get 
involved by following our Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/burghfieldndpg or 
contact BurghfieldNDPG@outlook.com. 
  
It’s important that this is a plan by the 
community, for the community.   
 
The Steering Group is made up of 
volunteers, and new members are always 
welcome.  If you’d like to get involved, 
contact BurghfieldNDPG@outlook.com, 
or come along to our one of our meetings 
(details available on the BPC website).   
 
We meet bi-weekly on Tuesday evenings 
at 7:45pm in the Village Hall. The next 
meeting will be held on the 27th 
September.   
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Macmillan Coffee Morning 

Neighbourhood Development Plan 

 COMMUNITY 

Raise a mug to Burghfield’s Biggest 

Coffee Morning this September  

Burghfield, Common Recreation Ground 

Friday 30th September 2016, 10.30am  

It’s time to dust off those coffee mugs and 

dig out your ‘showstopper’ recipe, as 

Burghfield supports the Macmillan 

Cancer flagship fundraiser “World’s 

Biggest Coffee Morning” on Friday 30th 

September. This year we are hoping that 

more people than ever will take part and 

help to raise as much money as possible 

for people affected by cancer.   

The idea remains as simple today as it 

was in 1991 when the first official World’s 

Biggest Coffee Morning took place: get 

together with friends, colleagues or 

neighbours, have a coffee and a piece of  

 

 

cake and raise money for Macmillan. 

After all, cake really does taste better 

together.  

Last year Macmillan estimates that over 5 

million people were involved with a 

staggering £138 million having been 

raised since 1991.  

With 2.5 million people currently living 

with cancer, Macmillan needs more 

people than ever to get involved to 

continue providing vital services and 

support to ensure no one faces cancer 

alone.  

This year  St. Mary's, Mrs Blands and 
Garlands Primary School Choirs will each 

be performing for 20 minutes at the 
coffee morning from midday. Please 
come along and show your support and 
of course, buy a slice of cake! 

Friday 30th September from 10.30am 

BURGHFIELD WAR MEMORIAL 

 

This article looks at two more men who 

died in the First World War and who are 

remembered on St Mary’s memorial. 

G Marlow Died 13 Nov 1916 Aged 30 

George was born and raised in the 

Burghfield and Sulhamstead area, one of 

9 children born to William and Mary. He 

worked locally as a farm labourer and 

carter, married Annie Hathaway in 1907 

and had 2 children, Ernest and Lillian. He 

served as a Private with the Royal 

Berkshire Regiment and was reported as 

wounded in June 1916. He died 

subsequently at the Somme, has no 

known grave and is commemorated on  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Thiepval memorial. 

H Burton Died 24 Feb 1917 Aged 21 

Herbert Frederick was born in 

Canterbury, Kent and moved to 

Burghfield with his Mother and siblings 

sometime before 1911. He worked as a 

Carrier boy prior to enlisting at the 

outbreak of war with the Royal Marine 

Light Infantry on 18 Aug 1914.  

He served at Gallipoli as part of the 

Mediterranean Expeditionary Force in 

1915, suffering a bout of enteritis before 

re-joining his unit, 1st Royal Marine 

Battalion.  

He was wounded on 17 February 1917 

whilst serving in France and died at the 

9th General Hospital near Rouen.  

He is buried at the St. Sever Cemetery 

Extension, Rouen. 



Together in Mission 
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TiM Friends, the befriending scheme in 
Burghfield, Mortimer and the surrounding 
area, celebrated their 3rd birthday at 
Café B on Saturday 20th August. 

There were many esteemed guests 
including West Berkshire Councillor 
Keith Chopping and his wife, Penée; 
West Berkshire and Burghfield Parish 
Councillor Carol Jackson-Doerge; 
Burghfield Parish Councillor Tricia 
Hipwell; and Jeremy Sharpe, the 
National Coordinator of The Link Visiting 
Scheme.   
It was a lovely morning with 70 guests 
who were welcomed by the TiM 
Chairman, Charles French, and one of 
the Trustees, Brian Baldwin.  
 
The TiM Friends Coordinator, Bev 
French, enjoyed the morning along with 
the volunteers, their clients and 
members of TiM Friends Management  

 
Board.  A number of folk paid warm 
tributes to the service TiM Friends 
provides and especially its wonderful 
volunteers.  Refreshments of cake and 
light bites were enjoyed by everyone, 
served up by the lovely ladies in the 
kitchen. 
 
Over the past three years TiM Friends 
have been very active working alongside 
Burghfield Parish Council with the 
community bike ride and sports day, as 
well as a very successful Macmillan 
coffee morning. 
 
TiM Friends is a huge success with over 
50 dedicated volunteers and 40 clients 
who are visited on a weekly basis, often 
taken on outings plus regular visits to 
Café B, which is a hive of activity and a 
fantastic social hub for connecting with 
the community. 
 

We are currently appealing for new 
volunteers as we have many clients on 
the waiting list and we pride ourselves 
on making the best match possible 
between client and volunteer to reflect 
the interests of both.  Volunteers are 
always DBS cleared and provided with 
relevant training. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Silver Sunday - 2 October 
Our next event to look forward to is 
Silver Sunday on 2nd October at 
Burghfield CSA starting at 12.30pm. 
There will be a roast lunch followed by 
entertainment and transport is provided 
on a 'first come, first served' basis.  
Please RSVP to Bev by 25 September. 
 
Burghfield Gentlemen's Lunch Club 
A monthly get-together for gentlemen 
only, at the Six Bells Burghfield.  If you, 
or someone you know, would like to join 
us for a chat over a pub lunch contact 
Bev French.  Lifts can be organised.  
 
For more information contact Bev 
French, the TiM Friends Coordinator, on 
07748 686615, or by email 
Bevfrench6@gmail.com 

 

Café B at the Pavilion on 
Burghfield Common Recrea-
tion Ground 
 
We are delighted that the Parish Council 
invited Café B to provide refreshments 
at the Pavilion again this year on Fridays  
 

 
 
 
 
 
during the summer holidays (weather 
permitting!). The new outdoor seating 
was greatly appreciated. 
 

Advice Club at Café B 
  
Burghfield Methodist Church hall on the 
second Monday of each month between 
9am and 1pm.  A 'one stop shop' of  
advice, information and support for the 
whole community with Gemma from the 
Emotional Health Academy. 

Burghfield and Area School 

Pastors have recently welcomed a 

new Coordinator, Libby Hawkness-Smith.  

She would like to invite members of the 

local community to find out more about 

what School Pastors do at The Willink.   

"We are a small group of Christian 

volunteers who visit the school on a  

 

 

 

weekly  basis to come alongside 

students, providing a friendly presence 

and listening ear. We love hearing 

students’ stories and engaging with 

young people of all backgrounds and 

faiths at lunchtime in the school.  We 

work closely with churches and 

community groups across the area to 

provide more support for those who 

would “benefit from it”.   

If you’d like to know more, or are 

interested in getting involved, please 

contact me at togetherinmission.org.uk or 

on 0777 891 1182. 

mailto:Bevfrench6@gmail.com


Hello do you have an interest in 

gardening?  If so we hold a monthly 

meeting on the 3rd Tuesday of every 

month at St Oswald’s Church Hall, Abbey 

Park, Burghfield Common 

Our first meeting after the summer break 

is on the 20th September with Alan Gould 

of Henry Street Garden Centre their 

specialty being Roses.  Henry Street is a 

family owned independent garden centre, 

who have been growing roses for nearly 

100 years and have over 350 varieties! 

You’ve guessed it Alan’s specialist 

subject is Roses, and everything you 

need to know. So if you need advice 

about how to prune your roses, be they 

ramblers, standards or hybrid teas or 

want to know about  black spot, feeding, 

planting  then why not come and join us.   

Plants for sale.  

 On 18th October we have a talk about on 

“How to Grow Clematis” including a 

practical pruning demonstration from 

Marcus Dancer – clematis specialist.  

The talk will include an in depth look at 

the clematis family and groups. Plants for 

sale 

 

 Each month we have a competition- in 

September it is a “A single rose or spray” 

and October “Best Pumpkin or Squash” 

with a small prize given to the winner 

Our resident expert Brian Utley provides 

monthly updates full of local information, 

so come and find out what’s happening 

on your doorstep.  

We would really love to see you, so put 

the day in your dairy and make it a date.  

For further information why not visit our 

website for all the latest news: 

www.BDHS.co.uk   

The Burghfield and District Horticultural Society 

Burghfield WI 

The Friendly Firs Ladies Club has been 

closed for the  whole of August and will 

reopen on Wednesday, 7th September, 

with a talk by Mike Brook on  “Musings 

from the Amateur Stage”.   

 

In the next few months there will be 

speakers, social evenings eg beetle, 

quizzes, bingo, bring & buys, Molly 

Denton with her dancers and Pat Giles 

with her ceramics.  Outings will be  to 

Adam Henson’s Cotswold Farm Park, 

Warings Bakery for a Christmas 

demonstration and a Christmas meal to 

be arranged. 

 

The ladies  meet each Wednesday  

evening in the Burghfield Village Hall 

from 7.30pm to 10.00pm.   

 

We are always pleased to welcome 

visitors.   

For more information telephone Pauline 

Parker on 01189 832852. 

 

 

Pauline Parker 
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Shane and Alex are Magic 

Burghfield WI has continued to be busy 
during the summer. We have welcomed 
visitors to our monthly meetings, and I 
am delighted that some of them have 
joined us as members. 

The speakers at our meetings have been 
varied and fascinating; we learnt about 
the etiquette & traditions of “how the 
French eat”; some of us had our precious 
items valued by a local auctioneer (some 
being pleasantly surprised and others 
disappointed!); we learnt about the 
secrets to a successful hanging basket 
and we watched with fascination as a 
worker in green wood made a beautiful 

flower from a twig before our very eyes. 

Following a visit from the miller of 
Mapledurham Mill earlier in the year we 
visited him for a tour of the estate and his 
newly restored mill. Some of our 
members together with family & friends 
spent an evening at Warings bakery.  

A delicious cream tea was attended by 
members and friends to raise funds 
towards our very special centenary year 
in 2017.  

Lots of special events are planned so 
watch this space as we want the whole 
community to get involved next year. 

As you can see we are a very active WI 
which welcomes visitors and new 
members. 

We meet in Burghfield Village Hall, on 
the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 
7.30pm. 

Do come along and join us – we’d love to 
see you. 

Jean Sheppard (President)   

0118 983 2229  

www.burghfieldwi.org.uk  

Friendly Firs Ladies Club 

Shane and Alex met in 2008, and have 

been friends ever since. They both were 

interested in magic and started to learn 

more about it and progressed on to circus 

skills i.e.: juggling, Uni-cycling etc. 

Their first gig was busking outside a pub 

in Hayling island when they was 15 years 

old, they then started performing 'street 

theatre' every weekend in places such as 

Reading, Oxford, Chester and even 

Wales . 

They auditioned to become Covent 

Garden Street performers in July 2013 

which they passed to became the 

youngest street performers there. Since 

then they have held a licence to perform 

in Covent Garden. 

They were 2X Finalists of 'Has Reading 

Got talent' in 2013 and 2016. They have 

performed at a number of local charity 

events for the village including this year’s 

“Burghfield Talent” show which received 

some excellent reviews from the 

audience.  

In November 2015 they appeared on the 

ITV, Martin Lewis, Money Show and in 

January this year they auditioned for 

'Britain’s Got Talent'. 

This was followed by entering the 

nationwide competition 'Britain does 

Variety' which involved an audition, a 

regional final in a theatre and then the 

National Grand Final which they won  

beating 4,000 of the UK's most talented 

people.  

The prize for the win is a paid gig in 

Majorca this October which hopefully 

will lead onto a career in show business!  

http://www.BDHS.co.uk
http://www.burghfieldwi.org.uk/


 

2402 Burghfield Air Cadets  
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 3rd Burghfield Brownies 

Campfires at Rushall Farm  
 
Instead of gathering at our usual meeting 
place of Burghfield St Mary's School, 3rd 
Burghfield Brownies went on adventure 
one evening to build campfires at Rushall 
Farm in Bradfield.  
 
The girls collected the wood from the 
surrounding area and worked in their 
sixes to build four different types of 
campfires. Now that was the easy bit! 
Lighting the fires was where the hard 
work really began as unfortunately it had 
rained the night before (no surprises 
there) so some of the fire wood was 
damp.  

However, the Brownies' perseverance 
and determination to light the fires paid  

 

off as one or two of the fires really took a 
hold and started to burn well. 
 
Now you can't have a campfire without 
marshmallows so of course we rounded 
off the evening by tucking in to some 
delicious toasted marshmallows.  

If you are interested in joining or helping 
with Guiding in Berkshire either take a 
look at our  

website www.girlguiding.org.uk  

or email us on: 
wwdguides@btinternet.com. 

 

FS Chris Dueck from 2402 Burghfield 

Squadron has been selected as one of 2 

CVQO Regional Ambassadors for 

2016/7.  

FS Dueck was nominated for the Duke of 

Westminster award this year, with the top 

10 cadets being selected to go to South 

Africa.  

FS Dueck was a runner for the South 

Africa trip and was voted for by his peers 

to become one of 2 Regional       

Ambassadors for the CVQO. On 

Thursday 30th June FS Dueck attended 

the award lunch at the House of Lords 

with all the winners.  

FS Dueck said “Great day at the Duke of 

Westminster Award Lunch - toured the 

House of Lords and 10 Downing Street! 

Took loads of photos and had a quick 

chat with Commandant Air Cadets and 

Lord Lingfield too!” 

Well Done! 

http://www.girlguiding.org.uk
mailto:wwdguides@btinternet.com


Your Parish Councillors 
Paul Lawrence (Chairman) 

Chairman of the Parish Council, Member of the Infrastructure, 

and Governance and Finance Committees 

 

Ian Macfarlane (Vice-Chairman) 

Chairman of the Community Committee 

Member of the Governance and Finance Committee  

 

Christopher Greaves 

Chairman of the Infrastructure Committee, member of the  

Governance and Finance Committee 

 

Matthew Paterson Borland 

Chairman of the Governance and Finance Committee,  

member of the Community Committee 

 

Nick Morse 

Chairman of the Communications Committee, member of the 

Governance and Finance Committee 

 

Maureen Cresser 

Member of the Infrastructure and Community Committees 

 

Roger Hannington 

Member of the Community and Infrastructure Committees 

 

Jonathan Sayer 

Member of the Community and Infrastructure Committees 

 

Royce Longton 

Member of the Infrastructure and Community Committees.  

 

Angela Gallagher 

Member of the Community and Communications Committees 

 

Duncan Godding  

Member of the Infrastructure and Governance and Finance 

Committees 

 

Paul Wilkins 

Member of the Infrastructure and Community Committees 

 

Tim Ansell 

Member of the Infrastructure and Communications  

Committees 

 

David Godwin 

Member of the Infrastructure and Communication  

Committees 

 

Bill Neilson 

Member of the Community Committee 

 

Tricia Hipwell 

Member of the Communications Committee 

 

Carol Jackson-Doerge 

District Cllr for WBC and a member of the Community  

Committee 

 

Libby Morse 

Member of the Communications Committee 

DATE  TIME   COMMITTEE    VENUE 

13th  7.00p.m   Infrastructure       Village Hall 
     Committee    Committee room 
 
13th  7.45p.m   Parish Council       Village Hall 
          
 
20th  6.30p.m.   Infrastructure     Village Hall 
     Committee    Committee room 
 
20th  8.00p.m   Community       Village Hall 
     Committee    Committee room 

      

Notice of Meetings      October  2016 

Cally Morris       Burghfield Parish Council Clerk   

Tel: 01189  701754      Email: burghfieldclerk@gmail.com  

P.O Box 7381      www.burghfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk      

Reading, RG1 9XP      https://www.facebook.com/BurghfieldPC 
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The public and press are most welcome to attend the above meetings. Burghfield Parish Council cannot accept responsibility for 

the views, opinions, or accuracy of the information expressed by contributors. 


