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MAY FAYRE 2018 

This yearôs May Fayre was only a couple 

of weeks ago, and WOW what an event  

once again. The BRAôs donation day last 

year saw over Ã6,500.00 being given to 

numerous local charities and 

organisations. This yearôs success looks 

like the BRA will be able to do it again. 

Preparations started in September 2017,  

being organised by a small handful of 

local people. A lot of hard work has to be 

done by only a few to make the weekend 

a success. However, we are pleased to 

say that we have some new members 

joining us. All who are willing to join and 

help to organise the events are welcome. 

The weekend started on Friday with  

music and partying. A free family disco 

was organised, which proved to be a 

great success and a pulsating start to the 

weekend of celebrations.   

Saturday was a total sell out  with local 

favourites Deaf Dogs playing their 

numerous rock tracks, hotly followed by 

Queen II who played many of the Queen 

Classic live tracks in front of nearly 350 

people. 

Leading up to the weekend, numerous 

people jumped in and assisted with the 

numerous tasks needed . The programme 

was brilliantly produced and appeared 

through your door days before the event.  

We would like to thank all the sponsors 

who advertised and BRA members who 

were involved with the design and 

distribution.  

We would also like to thank the Army, Air 

Cadets and other local groups who gave 

their help on the day. The team from the 

Church and Caf® B also gave their time for 

which we are thankful. 

The bar this year was run, managed and 

delivered with the help of the Burghfield 

Santas.  Many thanks for their input.  

Following Saturday nightôs success, work 

started once again on the Hatch at 4.30AM 

with the preparations for the main event.  

With help from further villagers the BRA 

was all set and ready to go again by 7AM. 

Events within the arena performed 

throughout the day with a variety of acts, 

dancers, steel band and the now famous 

Burghfield Dog show providing constant 

entertainment. 

The stalls filled every area of the Hatch, 

offering a variety of goodies ranging from 

homemade jams and cakes, locally grown 

produce and fun activities such as Ferrets, 

Coconut Shy etc. 

Food of many differing varieties was again 

available as well as a bar and tea facilities.  

This year we saw a bumper number of 

raffle prizes and winners! Prizes ranged 

from TVs, days out, bottles of wine and 

hampers of delicacies.  

We would like to take this opportunity to 

thank all our sponsors who kindly donate 

these prizes. 

The FREE bus was in operation again this 

year providing a service around 

Burghfield,. The bike ride and park was 

also in operation for a third year, proving a 

great success.      

Burghfieldôs Cake Bake Off, another 

fantastic event with numerous entries from 

children to adults, is now in its second 

year, proving a great hit.  

Letôs also not forget the now famous tug of 

war and egg throwing contests. This year 

saw one of the closest Tug of War battles 

for many years with the 6 Bellôs only just 

edging the win. 

The BRA committee were a strong solid 

team unit with every member deserving a 

huge well done, along with the many others 

who jumped in to help on the day.  

If anyone is interested in getting involved 

please contact us through the web sites.  

 

www.burghfieldresidents.org 

Follow us on facebook: 

Burghfield May Fayre @ more ï BRA 
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Burghfield Community Hub  

Thank you to everyone who took the time 

to visit the parish council stand and 

present their suggestions, comments and 

much valued feedback at the May Fayre. 

We are currently collating all the 

comments and plan to place an overview 

on the parish website in due course.  

Pictures of the initial design are on 

display within the parish noticeboard at 

the village hall. The hub is to be home to 

a full-time caf®, library, changing room 

facilities for Burghfield Football Club, a 

meeting room and a quiet/study area.  

If you missed us at the May Fayre, please 

note that further community consultation 

has been scheduled for Thursday 7th 

June 2018 in the West Wing 

Committee Room, Burghfield Village 

Hall between 4pm and 8pm. Please do 

come along and have a look and ask any 

questions you may have. We value your 

feedback.  

In the background, the parish council will 

be working hard exploring the various 

funding streams available to make the 

hub a much-valued community asset.  If 

you would like to get involved, or have a 

particular skill that could help in any way, 

please do get in touch email:   

burghfieldparishcouncil@gmail.com or 

call 0118 9831748  

 

Community Hub Public 

Consultation 

Thursday 7th June, 4pm - 8pm 

West Wing Committee Room, 

Burghfield Village Hall  

Burghfield Parish Council currently has a 

vacancy for a litter warden to join our 

existing team of Litter Wardens to start as 

soon as possible. Applications are invited 

from suitable persons for this valuable role. 

The purpose of the job is to provide an 

efficient service in keeping areas within a 

set route of the parish clear of litter. Main 

responsibilities include clearing litter from 

Clayhill Road, Hawksworth Road, Reading 

Road and School Firs, to monitor litter bins 

in the above areaôs and report any 

problems to the parish council.  

You will be contracted for 8 to 10 hours per 

week with payment being made in line with 

the National Living Wage. 

Further details can be obtained from the 
Parish Clerk on 0118 983 1748 or by 
email:  

burghfieldclerk@gmail.com  

Burghfield Community Hub Update 

 

VACANCY FOR LITTER WARDEN  

mailto:burghfieldclerk@gmail.com


The Burghfield & Mortimer Volunteer 
Bureau was set up to assist elderly local 
people in getting to Hospital, Dentist, 
Doctors, Physio appointments. 
The volunteer drivers in the last financial 
year did 1,383 journeys, collecting, taking 
and waiting to return clients back to their 
home.  
 
There are ñsuggested contributionsò for 
the most regular journeys, Ã12 to and 
from the Royal Berkshire Hospital, and 
Ã5 to the Mortimer Surgery and back.  
 
The drivers get a standard fuel 
allowance, based on the length of journey 

from their home, transporting their 
passenger to and from their appointment 
and finally returning to their own home. 
We have a number of excellent and 
helpful drivers, but if we had a few more, 
it would spread the load for our current 
ones.   
 
The office volunteers phone volunteer 
drivers to ask if they are available for a 
specific day and time, and the driver has 
the choice of accepting the drive or not.  
 
The volunteer driver has a log sheet to 
record journeys, time taken, mileage, and 
who was taken and to where. These are 

handed into the office and payment is 
then made by the Treasurer, for miles 
travelled. 
We are fortunate to get a subsidy 
allowance from West Berkshire Authority, 
to enable the service to be offered at 
such good value.   
 
To find out more please phone Derek 
Seward 0118 9833341, OR Monica Clark 
0118 9332907 
 
WOULD YOU CONSIDER 
VOLUNTEERING? REMEMBER, YOU 
HAVE THE CHOICE OF ACCEPTING 
OR NOT ACCEPTING THE DRIVE. 

Burghfield Defibrillators  
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Burghfield Parish Council works with 

local partners to install life-saving 

ñHeartStart ñ AED devices 

Burghfield Parish Council has partnered 

with the Burghfield Community Facebook 

Page and The Hatch Gate Inn 

Management Team to install a second 

Parish Council  funded AED* Public 

Access Defibrillator for use by residents 

and businesses who live near around the 

Hatch  in Burghfield Village. This public 

AED now joins the one outside the 

Burghfield Parish Community Centre in 

Burghfield Common and they are available 

24 hours a day.  Buddy Mashiur, of The 

Hatch Gate Inn and Burghfield Spices in 

Burghfield Village has been instrumental in 

driving this through!  

What is an AED Defibrillator?  

If someone collapses and stops breathing 

then that person has gone into ñCardiac 

Arrest There are around 60,000 out of 

hospital patient cardiac arrests each 

year.òBy quickly applying the external pads 

from an Automated External Defibrillator 

(AED) to the bare chest of a patient and 

then following the verbal instructions given 

by the unit , it could help save a life. If 

required, the device will help you to deliver 

a small electric shock that may help 

recalibrate their heart and get them to 

breathe for themselves again. Every single 

minute that someone is not breathing 

effectively reduces their chance of survival 

by 10% é time is critical!   

You MUST ring 999 first to gain the 

security access code for the unit. This 

will also alert the emergency services to 

come to your aid.  

Public AEDs are designed to be easily and 
safely used by any member of the public 
and there are 1000ôs of them being 
installed across the UK. Here in Burghfield 
there are 7  AEDs that we know of (2 of 
which are 24/7 Public access), the others 
are available during various premises open 
hours from  places like the Burghfield 
Health Centre. In addition the local NHS 
Responders carry 4 of their own mobile 
units in response to 999 calls and the 
Parish Council are now working with 
Burghfield Community Facebook Page 
who are donating a further 3 units for 
Public Access installation around the 
Parish over the coming months!  
 

Where are the Parish AEDS? 

When someone collapses, the FIRST thing 

to do is call 999 and tell the operator your 

POST CODE or location. This will help 

them decide which is the nearest available 

AED based on your circumstances. If you 

are alone with your patient you should 

commence CPR under their instruction but 

if there are others around, you may be 

advised to send someone to get your 

nearest AED. 

AED locations and availability are updated 

all the time. South Central Ambulance 

Service (SCAS) have released an App for 

Apple and Android Phones which will show 

you YOUR LOCATION and also the 

LOCATION and AVAILABILY of your 

NEAREST AED.  

Go to https://www.scas.nhs.uk/news/

campaigns/savealife/ now and download 

the free App to find your nearest AED.  

Remember, ALWAYS dial 999 first and 

they will assist you. If the person is not 

breathing or not breathing properlyï say 

ñCARDIAC ARRESTò. 

For More information contact  

David Gregory 07 59 59 59 479  
Burghfieldcommunity@gmail.com  

Burghfield & Mortimer Volunteer Bureau 
 

LOCATION TYPE 

Common  
Community Centre 

Public Access via 
Code from 999 

The Hatch Gate 
Inn Burghfield  
Village 

Public Access via 
Code from 999 

Burghfield Health 
Centre 

Private Static  
see opening 
hours 

Burghfield Dental 
Centre 

Private Static  
see opening 
hours 

Willink Leisure 
Centre 

Private Static  
see opening 
hours 

Community Social 
Association  
James Lane 

Private Static 
see opening 
hours 

St Maryôs Primary 
School  

Private Static  
see opening 
hours 

https://www.scas.nhs.uk/news/campaigns/savealife/
https://www.scas.nhs.uk/news/campaigns/savealife/
mailto:Burghfieldcommunity@gmail.com


 
As we move in to the warmer weather 
and lighter evenings we are beginning to 
see an increase in reports of off-road 
motorbikes riding around Burghfield and 
Mortimer, particularly in the wooded 
areas. 
 
Our response to such reports will often be 
to gather detailed information from 
members of the public which will assist in 
identifying those involved. If an 
opportunity arises to capture any 
photographs or footage of the motorbikes 
and/or the riders, without placing 
yourselves in harmôs way and only if it is 
safe to do so, then this may also help in 
trying to identify those involved. 
If we are able to identify those involved 
and have sufficient evidence, then we 
can deal with them for any offences that 
have been committed. 
We have also seen an increase in reports 
of criminal damage in the area, whereby 

properties and vehicles have been 
damaged by stones, possibly being shot 
by catapults. We are working hard trying 
to identify those involved and again need 
the help of the community by reporting 
incidents. 
 
We rely on the information you provide 
us, so I would urge you to report it to us 
via 101, the non-emergency number. You 
can also report crimes online via the  

 
Thames Valley Police Website 
www.thamesvalley.police.uk by clicking 
on the red button ñReport a crime or road 
traffic incidentò. 
 
You can contact the local neighbourhood 
policing team via email 
PangbourneNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.po
lice.uk. Alternatively you can report 
anonymously via Crimestoppers on 0800 
555 111, or on their website. 
www.crimestoppers-uk.org. 
 
Finally I would like to encourage 
residents to sign up to Thames Valley 
Alert, where you can receive emails 
about crimes in your area as well as 
messages warning about the latest 
scams.  
You can register at 
www.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk. 
APS Andy Murray 
Pangbourne Neighbourhood Police Team 
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We enjoyed our 59th anniversary party 
although slightly later than planned, due 
to bad weather when we had to cancel 
the meeting.  However, Julia Titus was 
still able to come along and entertain us 
with her lovely singing voice and 
members brought along some very nice 
food for us all to enjoy.   

Our AGM took place at the end of March 

and apart from one new member the 
Committee stayed the same.  There have 
been some interesting speakers, an 
Easter Party and a pleasant evening with 
Molly Denton and her dancers.  Our 
programme to the end of July will include 
speakers, a craft evening, beetle, bring & 
buy and an outing to Englefield tea rooms 
for a cream tea.  The Club is closed 
during August and reopens on 5th 

September. 

The ladies meet every Wednesday 
evening in the Burghfield Village Hall 
from 7.30-10.00pm.   

Visitors are always welcome so why not 
join us for a cuppa and a chat.  For more 
information telephone  

Pauline Parker on 0118  9832852. 

Neighbourhood Development plan - NDP 

Burghfield Rural Crimes Update 

 COMMUNITY 

A Vision for Burghfield 

A Group established by Burghfield Parish 

Council is currently formulating a 

Neighbourhood Development Plan for the 

Parish. This is a community document 

that will help to shape the future of 

Burghfield by establishing general 

policies for development and the use of 

land. West Berkshire Councilôs revised 

Local Plan will determine the number of 

new houses to be built, but the NDP will 

have considerable influence over location 

and character of any new development. It 

will also seek to ensure the provision of 

adequate infrastructure and to protect 

from development open areas that are of 

particular importance to the local 

community and environment. Production 

of the NDP will involve extensive public 

consultation. It will then be subject to 

independent examination, and the final 

document can only be adopted if the local 

community support it at referendum. 

Once adopted, it will form part of the 

Development Plan for West Berkshire 

and will carry considerable weight in 

determining planning applications. 

As part of the consultation process we 

presented a draft of our Vision for the 

future of Burghfield at a public meeting 

held during April 2017. It met with general 

approval from those present. We now 

wish to ascertain the views of the whole 

community. You will find a statement of 

the Vision circulated as a separate paper 

with this edition of the Newsletter, 

together with a brief questionnaire. We 

would be grateful if as many people as 

possible could find time to respond to the 

questionnaire. 

BURGHFIELD WAR MEMORIAL 

 

This article looks at a further man who 

died in the First World War and who is 

remembered on St Maryôs memorial.  

A E Manners Died 10 July 1918 Aged 37 

Albert Edward was born and raised in 

Burghfield with his 11 siblings. He fol-

lowed his older brother George into the 

Army, serving as a corporal with the 17th 

Lancers during the Boer War period. In 

1900 he wrote to his family to say, ñhe 

would have gone to the front with his regi-

ment, only he met with an accident from 

the kick of a horse and has had to stay in 

barracks at Ballincolig (Ireland) much to 

his disappointmentò. On leaving the Army 

he joined the police in 1903, being dis-

missed shortly after for drinking whilst on 

duty at Ascot races. He spent the follow-

ing 6 years working on the railway, first 

as a porter and then briefly as a signal-

man before being demoted back to porter 

for ñsignalling a goods train when the line 

was already occupiedò. He was mobilised 

in August 1914 and was sent to France 

with the 16th Lancers as part of the Brit-

ish Expeditionary Force, later transferring 

to the Labour Corp in 1917.  He died in 

hospital on 10 July 1918, reportedly of a 

gastric complaint, and is buried in Belfast 

City Cemetery. 

Sarah Moss 

Friendly Firs Ladies Club 



A busy and exciting summer 

is coming up for Burghfield 

and Area School Pastors 

and we started by having a 

great time at the Burghfield 

May Fayre.  It was good to have seen 

everyone and to have made new 

contacts and lots of connections with 

students, their families and other 

voluntary groups during the day.  We 

gave out lots of lollipops and the snail 

racing was particularly well-received!  

(Photo of School Pastors at 2017 May 

Fayre) 

 

Year 6 & 7 Campfire: On Saturday 
16th June our Coordinator, Libby, acting 

in her role as Youth Worker for Mortimer 

West End Chapel is hosting the evening 

there from 7.30 - 10.00pm.  This will be a 

great time for Year 6s to meet up with 

students from other schools in the area 

who will be going to The Willink in 

September, as well as a chance to get to 

know the School Pastors. 

 

5th Anniversary Celebration:  
On Thursday 5th July we will be 

celebrating five years of Burghfield and 

Area School Pastors with music, 

refreshments and a short commissioning 

of all current School Pastors.  Guests 

include the Assistant Archdeacon of 

Berkshire, the Oxford Diocesan Youth 

Advisor and the Thames Valley Police 

Chaplain.  Arrival at Mortimer West End 

Chapel from 6.30pm, finishing about 

8.30pm.  If you would like a personal 

invitation to join this special event please 

contact our administrator, Penny 

admin@togetherinmission.org.uk. 

 

Visits to Churches and Schools: 

Libby, supported by Marcia ï one of our 

volunteers, has a full diary of visits 

planned to the local feeder schools for 

The Willink including St Mary's 

Burghfield, Sulhamstead & Ufton Nervet 

and Aldermaston.  Burghfield Methodist 

Church and All Saints Church Reading 

have welcomed Libby to hear about 

School Pastors and she has several 

more invitations from other local 

churches - but she is always willing to 

accept more! 

 

We are recruiting volunteers for the new 

school term in September so if you have 

a couple of hours to give each month to 

your local community as a role model to 

our young people please get in touch 

with Libby.  

 

Libby Hawkness-Smith, School Pastors 

Coordinator: 0777 891 1182  

libby@togetherinmission.org.uk 

www.facebook.com/TiMSchoolPastors  

Tim Friends                                           
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Caf® B at the Burghfield Common 

Methodist Church Hall 

Mondays 09:00-14:00 (Except 

Bank Holidays) & Wednesdays 

09:00-12:00 
 

A big thank you to all our customers who 

have helped us reach our 6th Birthday 

this year!  We hope some of you were 

able to pop in for a piece of cake.  If not, 

we have a range of home-made cakes all 

year round thanks to Cake by Beki.  

There are outside tables when the 

weather is warm and dry and there will be 

seasonal specials on the menu. 

 

Our Poster competition brought in some 

absolutely delightful drawings.  Two 

winners were chosen in each age group 

(Reception, years 1 & 2; years 3 & 4; 

years 5 & 6) and they will receive 

Hobbycraft gift vouchers.  The overall 

winner was Lola, whose artwork will be 

professionally adapted and printed so 

keep an eye on the local notice boards 

and in schools.  Well done to everyone 

who took part and a big thank you to the 

mums and dads who encouraged their 

children. 

 

We have an urgent need for volunteers to 

help with setting up and clearing down at 

our Wednesday sessions.   

 

If you can help please get in contact with 

the Manager, Deborah Griffiths on 0785 

725 2187 or  

deborah@togetherinmission.org.uk  

www.facebook.com/CommunityCafeB/ 

Burghfield  

Congratulations to the organisers of the 

Burghfield May Fayre 2018.  Another great 

day!   

ñTiggerò (Dylan Read) joined TiM Friends 

in handing out sweets and brochures while 

enjoying hugs from both young and old. 

TiM Friends is 5 years old this year and we 

will be celebrating at the Burghfield    

Methodist Church Hall on Saturday 9th 

June.   

We launched the service in 2013 with a 

handful of volunteers and clients.  Now we 

have over 50 volunteers and 50 clients in  

and around Burghfield, Mortimer,    

Sulhamstead, Ufton Nervet and Mortimer 

West End.   

Our youngest volunteer is 16 and the old-

est is 87.  Our clients' ages range from just 

13 years old to 99 years of age.   

If you want to find out more about our  

befriending service please contact Bev on 

07748 686615   

bev@togetherinmission.org.uk   

Bev French, TiM Friends Coordinator 

Bev French 



Rhymetime news: sadly, in May, we said, 
ñGoodbye!ò to Claire Oakes as the 
libraryôs longest serving Rhymetime 
leader.  Many, many thanks to Claire for 
leading so many children (and their 
carers) through Incy Wincy Spider, 
Dingle Dangle Scarecrow and many 
other action rhymes.   
 
Rhymetime will continue until the school 
summer holiday with myself and Sarah 
Wilkins alternating Thursdays, however, 
a new volunteer leader is needed for it to 
resume in the September.  Would 
someone commit to a half hour every 
Thursday afternoon; 2:30pm ï 3:00pm, 
term time only?   If you are that person 
do get in touch.   
 
Knit N Natter: By the time you read this 
the Library will have held itôs first Knit N 

Natter session. Commencing on 
Wednesday 16th May, 2:30pm ï 4:30pm, 
all knitters, crocheters, cross-stitchers 
and embroiderers are invited to gather up 
their current project and meet at the 
Library. Tea and coffee available at a 
reasonable price. Call or email for more 
information.  

The early 18th Century Burghfield Lock 
on the Kennet and Avon Canal (photo 
courtesy of West Berkshire Archaeology 
Service) 
 
In June and July, Burghfield Common 
Library will host a pop-up exhibition 
showcasing the parishôs archaeology and 
local history. The exhibition is being 
created by West Berkshire Heritage - a 
service provided by West Berkshire 
Council, incorporating the Archaeology 
Service, West Berkshire Museum, and 
Shaw House ï and the Library Service. It 
will bring together objects from the 
museumôs collection and reports from 
archaeological investigations within the 
parish, along with examples of the sort of 
information available from the service. 

Burghfield Library 

With our Centenary year behind us, we 

are all looking forward to the next 100 

years!  We have a new President and 

new Senior Officers on the Committee, 

hoping to put a new and exciting slant on 

our meetings.  This year is looking 

rousing for us all with many inspirational 

speakers and craft events.  

Our outings this year include a coach trip 

to the Isle of Wight; a Theatre trip to 

Oxford; a day trip to the beautiful village 

of Lacock, to name a few. We had a stall 

at the May Fayre selling our renowned 

cakes and preserves.  We are also 

helping out the Burghfield Santas again 

this year with their Box-cart day. We 

meet every 2nd Tuesday each month at 

7.30pm in Burghfield Village Hall. You 

will be made very welcome.  

 

secretary@burghfieldwi.org.uk  
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Burghfield WI 

The Summer Reading Challenge 2018 

will be called Mischief Makers, inspired 

by the much-loved iconic children's title 

Beano, which celebrates its 80th anniver-

sary. 

Children will explore a map of Beanotown 

to find the mysterious buried treasure and 

become ultimate mischief makers! Den-

nis, Gnasher and friends will help them 

solve clues and collect stickers, having 

lots of fun and adventures along the way!  

Open to Primary School Children aged 4-

11 years, last year a total of 761,758 chil-

dren across the UK took part in Animal 

Agents at their local library.  I wonder 

how many will take part at Burghfield 

Common Library this year?  

There are additional challenges for those 

under 4 years old and over 11 years.  

Karen Fiddler  01189833632 

burghfieldlibrary@westberks.gov.uk,  

WI Yarn Bombing legacy.           
Last year Burghfield WI celebrated its 

centenary in many different and exciting 

ways. One of these was to decorate 

Burghfield Village Hall car park with 

knitted and crocheted strips which the 

members had created over the previous 3 

years. We had much interest in it and 

some lovely comments about how much 

people appreciated us brightening up the 

village. However, we also had some 

comments about concern over the ñwaste 

of woolò.  

So from then . . . . . . . . . . . .to now! All the knitting was carefully washed & 

sorted, unpicked & re-jigged and over the 

course of the winter Pat Bowyer created 

23 beautiful and colourful blankets for 

Royal Berkshire Hospital, where we hope 

they will give a little cheer and maybe 

some modesty and comfort to the 

patients. 

Thank you to everyone who donated wool 

and knitted & crocheted approximately İ 

mile of strips which made this a very 

successful project. 


