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Burghfield Village Defibrillator 

The Burghfield Community Organisation 
and The Hatch Gate Pub are working  
together to bring a Life Saving Heart 
Machine  to Burghfield Village. 

Discussions are on going between the 
Parish Council, Burghfield Community 
Facebook Group and the management of 
the Hatch Gate Pub to bring a 2nd Public 
Access Defibrillator to Burghfield parish 
residents of Burghfield Village (with the 
other at the Village Hall). 

Burghfield Community are donating a Life 
Saving AED Defibrillator to the 
community and Burghfield Parish Council 
are generously paying to have it installed 
in a locked public cabinet. The Hatch 
Gate is offering to site the Public Access 
Unit on its outside wall subject to site 
surveys. 

A P.A.D. is a life saving automated heart 
machine (defibrillator) which can be 
applied to a patientôs chest when they go 
into Cardiac Arrest. It is the best chance 
of reversing this life threatening condition. 
It is designed for easy public use in a 1-2-
3 format.  

Burghfield Community members will also 
be offering local residents and 
businesses 2 free training sessions after 
the unit is installed.  

The Parish Council has already installed 
one of these devices for residents who 
live within a few hundred meters of the 
Village Hall and other sites of major 
population are also being investigated.  

Burghfield Community 
Burghfield Parish council 

The Parish Council have set up a      

community hub working party meeting 

with potential users and have devised a 

wish list.   

From the brief the parish council have 

met with three architects who will provide 

initial ideas to provide the functionality 

and facilities the Parish Council are 

looking to provide.  The architects 

showed great interest and enthusiasm for 

the hub!   

Once an architect has been appointed 

illustrative plans will be developed with a 

public meeting scheduled for their display 

and further feedback.   

We hope you are excited as we are and 

we anticipate this to be a much valued 

community asset. 

 

Burghfield Parish Council 

Burghfield Community Hub 



 

     COMMUNITY 

 

 

 Page 2 

Burghfield Santa Cruise 

 

In late 2016 someone advertised a pair of 

NHS walking crutches for sale on 

Facebook. Determined that these should 

not be traded, local resident and 

Community First Responder David 

Gregory bought them! ñIt was a bit 

counter-intuitive in hindsight I suppose. I 

wanted to buy them to stop them being 

sold if you see what I mean!ò 

So I decided to re-advertise them as free 

to anyone who needed a short term loan 

such a sprained ankle. ñWithin 24 hours 

someone came forward needing themò, 

said David. ñI then went on Burghfield 

Facebook and asked if anymore could be 

donated? When we got home I found a 

sort of bonfire of crutches, commodes, 

walker frames (zimmers) and walking 

sticks on the driveway. It seems to have 

touched a cordò 

Burghfield FREE Walking Aids Service 

was born. The service has almost weekly 

requests including visitors from New 

Zealand who were amazed they could get 

a short term loan so easily. 

The service has now expanded to include 

wheelchairs and there has been a very 

generous offer of additional garage 

storage for bulky items. ñMy wife is a little 

bemused that our loft is  now 90% full of 

aluminium walking crutchesò said David. 

ñWe have tied up with the Burghfield 

Community Surgery Health team so that 

clients are first referred to check these 

aids are right for them. We also now 

cross-refer to the Burghfield Volunteer 

Bureau and when we both have extra 

pressures we share resourcesò continued 

David. 

ñAs of September 2017, we also have 

had our first donation to help with costs 

such as printing and we are indebted to 

the Burghfield Residents Association for 

supporting us.ò 

ñSo from one spontaneous Ã5 purchase a 

whole service is now in place. Funny how 

things happen! 

For more details or to support the 

Walking Aid Service with donations or 

equipment please contact the: 

Burghfield Walking Aid Service on  

07 59 59 59 479 or email 

burghfieldcommunity@gmail.com  

Burghfield Walking Aid Service expands 

Blandôs School Foundation 

Trust is a Burghfield charity which 

provides small sums to support the 

education of children who need financial 

assistance and live or attend school in 

Burghfield.  

The charity looks at education in the 

widest sense and donations have been 

made for school trips, scout trips, courses 

and educational equipment. 

 

If you think you might qualify for a 

donation towards a specific activity 

please do not hesitate to contact: 

 

Lotte Plant (Secretary and Trustee) 

01189 832205 or email  

lotteplant@btinternet.com  

Can We Help? 

Santa Cruise & TVAA Visit 

16th December 2017  

10:30 ï 12:30  

Auclum Green (by the Vets) 

The Santa's are rounding off an amazing 

year of community events and fundrais-

ing.   

So far in 2017 we have seen the Bunny 

Hop, the amazing Box Kart Bash and the 

outstanding Burghfest raising thousands 

for the amazing Air Ambulance and other 

local causes.  

This year the Santa's are taking 100 little 

ones on a short mini-cruise around the 

village before the main event ï and we 

have been told they have even written a 

children's book that will be launched on 

the day ï We canôt wait to see what that 

is about! 

And that isnôt all! To say thank you the 

Helicopter will, once again, be coming to 

Auclum Green to see the Cruise off and 

to meet and thank the people of the vil-

lage that do so much this year. 

The mini-cruise will leave at 10:45 around 

the village so please plan your car jour-

neys to allow for this.   

Registration has now closed for the mini-

cruise, but please all come along to meet 

the crew of the Air Ambulance at 11:45 

on the green, have a glass of mulled wine 

and a mince pie! Learn more on 

www.burghfieldsantas.org.uk  

mailto:burghfieldcommunity@gmail.com


 

 
 
 

Burghfield Community Building Event 
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Burghfield hosts 1
st
 Charity 

óBuilding Communitiesô Event 

Over 35 representatives of local 

Burghfield Community Organisations and 

Charities attended an open lunch at The 

Burghfield Community Centre on Sunday 

22nd October 2017.  

The initiative led by Burghfield Community 

Organiser David Gregory and supported 

by Burghfield Parish Council, West Berks 

Council and the West berks Volunteer 

Bureau was simply to give busy volunteer 

leaders the space to meet, talk and 

develop friendships, alliances and solve 

problems together. 

Lunch was provided by The Caf® B Team 

from Together In Mission (TiM) and paid 

for by West Berkshire. There was 

overwhelming positive feedback from the 

event even though itôs simple objective 

was   

ña free lunchò with no strings.  

 

There have been several initiatives 

already from the vent including Burghfield 

Volunteer Bureau and Burghfield Walking 

Aids Service sharing resources and cross

-referring clients in need. 

ñItôs better than I could possibly have 
hopedò, remarked David Gregory from 
Burghfield Community, ñPeople have 
been so supportive and excited to have a 
forum and there are already requests for 
a spring eventò.  
 
If youôd like to know more about 
Burghfield Community Events then please 
contact  
 
David Gregory on 07 59 59 59 479 or  
 
Email: burghfieldcommunity@gmail.com 

Our big thanks to Dave Godwin, Roger 
Hannington, Colin Thompson and 
Englefield Estates for this years 
spectacular Christmas tree!   
 
By the time you read this, you will have 
already enjoyed the Christmas carols 
around the tree together with a mince pie! 
 
 
Burghfield Parish Council 

Burghfield Christmas Tree 

Burghfield Community First Responders 

The Responders end 2017 

celebrating the 5
th
 birthday of 

their Community Funded 

Responder Car,óNF740ô.  

It has travelled over 17,000 miles around 

the local villages and  greater Reading 

providing pain relief and saving lives.  

The team have also doubled in size from 

4 to 8 welcoming Jo, Nicky, Kay and 

Tom ! 7 of the 8 are still Burghfield based 

but they badly need new Responders in 

or near Mortimer to ensure a top quality 

Emergency cover. 

Thanks once again to the Staff of De 

Vere Wokefield Estate  who have 

committed to a major sponsorship drive 

for the teamôs needs including a golf day 

earlier in the year which raised over 

Ã1300 for us at a time that the CFR car  

NF740 and the recent ñEnhanced Responder Teamò 

Emma Gripton, David Gregory and Richard (Jacko) 

Jackson.  

Our Latest CFRs Tom Maynard 

(Mortimer) and Kay Bosley (Burghfield)  

needed a major mechanical fix!  

Three of our Responders also achieved 

Enhanced Status this Summer enabling 

them to undertake further diagnostic 

observations on very ill patients. 

For more information: 

https://sca-charity.org.uk/burghfield-cfr/  

or follow us at https://www.facebook.com/

BurghfieldCFR/ 

If youôd like to help the Volunteer Charity 
(SCA-Charity) which funds and supports 
the Responders or are interested in 
becoming a local life saver then please 
read more. Contact  
 
David Gregory on 07 59 59 59 479 or 
email him at: 
davidgregory2000@gmail.com  

mailto:burghfieldcommunity@gmail.com
https://sca-charity.org.uk/burghfield-cfr/
https://www.facebook.com/BurghfieldCFR/
https://www.facebook.com/BurghfieldCFR/
mailto:davidgregory2000@gmail.com


What an amazing and exciting year this 
has been. Any organisation which reaches 
its 100th birthday has good reason to 
celebrate & we have done that in style.  
 
The final special event was our exhibition 
in the Village hall in September. We were 
thrilled that so many people attended & 
enjoyed the display of our historic 
documents, wonderful craftwork & all the 
achievements of our members.  
 
The positive comments we received whilst 
chatting over a ñcuppa & cakeò or written in 
the visitors book were very gratifying. 
 

Thanks must go to all our members who 
helped make our year so special & thanks 

also to the Parish Council for their support. 
 
As a result of our raised profile this year 
we have welcomed many visitors to our 
meetings & look forward to them becoming 
members in the New Year. 
 
 So now is the time to look to the future.  
The strength of our WI is that it has 
changed & adapted to the needs of its 
members over the years & next year will 
see this trend continue. 
 
We meet on the 2nd Tuesday of the month 
at 7.30 in the Village Hall.  
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Tadley & District Citizens Advice Bureau  

Burghfield WI - Inspiring Women since 1917 

 COMMUNITY 

Tadley Citizens Advice are based in the 

Turbary Building in Franklin Ave, Tadley.   

We are an independent charity that offers 

free, confidential and impartial advice and 

information to those in the community 

with whatever problem they face.    

We are looking for volunteers to train as 

Gateway Assessors to help us provide 

our service both in the day and on a 

Thursday evening. If this interests you 

please call our admin line on 0118 

9817567 or email us at  

admin@tadleycab.cabnet.org.uk  

to arrange an informal chat or to request 

further information. 

Do you need help? 

Our office is open at the following times - 

Monday 10-3.30pm 

Tuesday 10-1pm 

Wednesday 10-1pm 

Thursday 10-3.30pm and evening by 

appointment only 

Friday 10-1pm or alternatively,  

Call adviceline on 03444 111 306 for an 

assessment.  

We also offer advice via our website.   

www.basingstokeandtadleycab.org.uk  

BURGHFIELD WAR MEMORIAL 

 

This article looks at two more men who 

died in the First World War and who are 

remembered on St Maryôs memorial.  

E Goddard Died 12 Feb 1918 Aged 24 

Ernest David was born and raised in 

Burghfield Common, living with his parents 

and 12 siblings. He followed his father into 

domestic gardening and in 1912 joined 

the Army Reserves. 

At the outbreak of war he was 

immediately called up and posted to 

France in September 1914, serving as a 

Private with the 1st Battalion, Royal 

Berkshire Regiment.  He had been in 

action for just over a year when he was 

shot in the elbow at Loos. His right arm 

was subsequently partially amputated 

and he was discharged in 1916, 

returning home to live on his army 

pension. He died at home after being in a 

diabetic coma for 3 months and was 

buried 4 days later in Burghfield St Maryôs 

churchyard with his former Regiment 

sending a bearer party and bugler to play 

the Last Post at his funeral as a mark of 

respect.  

A Painter Died 21 March 1918 Aged 28 

Albert was born and raised in Burghfield, 

living with his parents and 10 siblings. His 

father was a stockman and Albert followed 

his father into farm work becoming a 

carter, later marrying Lillie in 1911 with 

whom he had 2 sons.   

He volunteered at the outbreak of war and 

was posted to France in 1915, serving as 

a Private with the 8th Battalion, Royal 

Berkshire Regiment. He was one of 6 

brothers to serve in the war and the only 

one to lose his life.  

He was killed in action in France and, as 

he has no known grave, is commemorated 

on the Pozieres Memorial. 

Sarah Moss 

Grit Bins 
The parish council provides grit bins at 

selected locations within the parish that 

are off the priority salting routes.  

You can use the grit on the road, 

pavements and other public footways but 

not for treating private property. Misuse of 

the grit can lead to unnecessary 

shortages that can cause a danger to 

motorists. If you require grit or salt for 

your own property, it can be brought from 

major builders' merchants or large garden 

centres. 

Use a spade or shovel to spread the grit 

thinly and evenly across the road or 

pavement. A shovel full of grit will be 

sufficient to treat 20-30 square metres. 

Try using a stick to flick the salt off the 

shovel. 

To report grit bin problem please use our 

online form via our website or App.  

burghfieldparishcouncil@gmail.com 

Ahead of the 2017/18 winter season, bins 

already reported or noted as empty will 

be filled. However, please note that the 

parish council does not refill bins on 

demand. 



'SILVER SUNDAY'  
In October TiM Friends hosted a 

wonderful 'Silver Sunday' afternoon for 

seniors in the community.  The roast 

lunch was followed by a fantastic line 

dancing display (see photo right) 

 

Henry Street Garden Centre 

A visit to this garden centre at the end of 

November  gave our group of clients and 

their volunteers a magical start to the 

festive season.  Tea and cake made it 

even more enjoyable! 

 

Bev French, TiM Friends Coordinator: 

07748 686615 

  

bev@togetherinmission.org.uk 
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Friendship, 

Safety, Care  

Safety, Care  
Burghfield and Area School Pastors 

patrol at The Willink School each week 

on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. This term 

weôve been learning about drug 

awareness and the mental health 

challenges facing teenagers nowadays.  

Libby, our Coordinator, has become an 

invigilator at the school.  She has been 

asked by the students to ñbe a smiley 

invigilatorò and ñmake [them] feel goodò!  

If youôre free on a Tuesday or 

Wednesday lunchtime, why not come on 

a one-off no-obligation visit, to see what 

we do? 

 

THANK YOU to Burghfield Parish Council 

for the Ã500 grant which we are using for 

volunteer training. 

 

Libby Hawkness-Smith, School Pastors 

Coordinator: 0777 891 1182  

libby@togetherinmission.org.uk 

 

www.facebook.com/TiMSchoolPastors  

NEW website: 

www.schoolpastors.org.uk/locations/

 

 

Over 750 people attended the Burghfield 

& District Royal British Legion 

Remembrance Parade on a sunny but 

chilly Remembrance Sunday this year at 

Burghfield St Maryôs Church. 

 

The Royal British Legion, regular Army 

and Royal Air Force were represented, 

along with the Rt Hon John Redwood, 

MP, the Army and RAF Cadets, 

Explorers, Scouts, Guides, Brownies, 

Cubs and Beavers and a Chinook 

helicopter from RAF Odiham flew low 

over the churchyard as the wreaths were 

laid.  Rt Hon John Redwood said ñIn 

Burghfield many people came to the 

outdoor ceremony of wreath laying at the 

War Memorial in the churchyard before 

attending the service in a crowded 

church.  The march to the Church was 

well attended, as was the Parade review 

on the way back after the service.ò 

 

During the special Commemoration 

Service the 37 names of Burghfield 

villagers, who sacrificed their lives in 

World War I, were read out by members 

of Willink School, the Air Cadet Force, the 

Air Training Corp, the Scouts, Girl Guides 

and members of the Royal British Legion.  

 

The service was taken by the Reverend 

Glynn Lautenbach, the Reverend John 

Foley from St Oswaldôs  and the 

Reverend Dr Anthony Peabody, parade 

The parade was organised by Lt. Col. 

Bruce Neeves,  

Photographs: Keith Butler 

Contact: Tony Holden 

 

tony@tonyholden.com 0118 9832459 

 

Together in Mission 

Burghfield & District Royal British Legion 

 Carol Singing at Caf® B  

Monday 18 December 10:00 - 12:00  

Music and song sheets will be provided 

and once again there will be free mince 

pies and non-alcoholic punch for all.   

 This is your community caf®, so please 

make it a part of your lives by coming in 

and enjoying a nice hot cuppa and some 

tasty food made by Burghfield cooks, 

helping towards fundraising, promoting 

the caf®, or just giving up a bit of your 

time to keep the caf® open and operating 

efficiently. 

Caf® B will be closed from Thursday 21 

December and re-opens on Monday 8 

January. 

The management and volunteers would 

all like to wish you a fun and festive 

Christmas shared with loved ones, and a 

fulfilled year ahead. 

Deborah Griffiths, Manager Caf® B:  

0785 7252187   

deborah@togetherinmission.org.uk 


