Burghfield Skateboard Park 

Preliminary Findings Of Public Consultation

6th January 2005

Author  -  Tony Orme 

(Burghfield Parish Council)

Issue number – 1.03

Contents

1. Introduction







3

2. History of the Skateboard Park




4

3. Summary of correspondence to proposed sites


5

4. Conclusion







6

Introduction

The purpose of this report is to:

1. Give a brief history of the requirements for the Skateboard park

2. Summarise the initial correspondence from residents from the public consultation exercise

3. Conclude consideration for the best solution to meet the needs of local residents

History of the Skateboard Park

During November 2002, Burghfield Parish Council (BPC) issued questionnaires to all residential addresses within the Parish of Burghfield to seek feedback on how residents feel the facilities and services for the community should progress.

The summary of the questionnaire indicated that younger members of the community required more play areas, youth clubs and BMX facilities. Also, that they like to use the Willink Leisure Centre (WLC)  as well as the communal recreational areas.  The WLC is a joint venture initiative between West Berkshire Council (WBC), Courtesy Leisure Ltd, and Burghfield, Mortimer and Sulhamstead Parish Councils.  Burghfield contributes over £10,000 a year to this facility.

Last year, The Home Office selected Burghfield as one of several areas in the country to receive additional resources to develop ways of reducing crime and the fear of crime in the parish.  This initiative has seen the formation of the Burghfield Neighbourhood Action Group, chaired by Thames Valley Police, which is looking at ways of reducing crime by combining the resources of different agencies in the area.  Finding activities for young people has been a major focus of this group.

Independently, local residents established the “Kidz-on-Wheelz” group which is committed to providing skateboard and BMX facilities within Burghfield.  This has seen the compilation of a petition with over five hundred signatures and many high profile money raising activities.  Four years ago another attempt to provide similar facilities was made and a petition of over three hundred signatures was presented to WBC.  

BPC has regularly heard representation from Kidz-On-Wheelz and has been generally impressed by the enthusiasm and ability of the young people involved in progressing this initiative.  Kidz-On-Wheelz is responsible for raising funds to finance the building of the park.

Kidz-On-Wheelz petitioned BPC last year and asked for an area of land for their proposed park.  After considering seven sites within Burghfield, BPC short listed the WLC, the Old Recreation Ground and Auclum Green.  The selection was made on the grounds of location, least disruption to residents and suitability for the skateboard equipment.  In addition to the two existing football pitches, BPC will be constructing a cricket square and pavilion on the Main Recreation ground later this year, therefore there will be no space to construct a skateboard park. After careful consideration BPC resolved to select the Old Recreation Ground subject to public consultation, maintenance and finance issues.  The Skateboard Facilities Committee was formed and initially met with residents and business proprietors close to the Old Recreation ground.

As part of the Public Consultation Exercise, during December and January, BPC issued the Burghfield Newsletter, one of the articles highlighted the proposed park and asked for residents’ views.  Over one hundred emails and letters have been received to date. This report summarises the content of this correspondence. 

Summary of Correspondence

The correspondence, on the whole, suggests that most residents recognise the need to provide leisure activities for young people although some question whether the Skateboard park is a passing fad and cite examples of previous skateboarding trends.

Many residents pointed out that the Willink Leisure Centre would be the better site for the young people and the community generally.

The common concerns for a skateboard park are summarised as follows;

1. Increased noise from skate wheels

2. Increased anti-social behaviour

3. Increased drug dealing and drug abuse

4. Park will soon become unsightly due to graffiti

5. Attract troublesome youths from surrounding areas

6. Limit use of large areas of common ground

7. Increase traffic

In addition to the above residents in the vicinity of The Old Recreation Ground highlighted the following;

1. The Reading Road is a dangerous road for children to cross

2. No parking facilities for children to be dropped off and collected from

3. No toilet facilities

4. No way of stopping use of the facility late at night

In addition to all the items mentioned above, residents in the vicinity of Auclum Green highlighted the following;

1. Increase in vandalism in the vicinity of the Pharmacy, Doctors Surgery and Vets.

The number of objections received to date are;

1. Vicinity of The Old Recreation Ground, 21

2. Vicinity of Auclum Green, 104 (plus a petition of 29 signatures)

Conclusion

The majority of residents who wrote to the BPC felt that such a facility would be beneficial to young people in Burghfield.  However, the maintenance, ownership, safety and impact on local residents were of paramount concern and these matters must be addressed before any construction takes place.

The issue of vandalism, and anti social behaviour featured highly and many residents questioned the wisdom of not placing the facility in the WLC.   

On initial analysis, it would appear that all of the concerns summarised in this report could be resolved by placing the facility at the WLC.  Taking advantage of the excellent management and security procedures that are already in place and progressing them with a modular expansion strategy, would both encapsulate the needs of this facility and provide additional long term benefits for the WLC and Willink School.

A site visit to the WLC last month concluded that there was plenty of room within the precincts of WLC for such a facility.  However strict guidelines for use and installation were thought to be necessary.  Initial suggestions include a high fence (similar to the existing tennis courts) limiting the access to out of school hours and WLC opening times only.  Also, including a CCTV system that could be monitored in the reception and limiting numbers of users at any one time.

Alternatively, if the skateboard park is built on public land, initial consideration of the summary of correspondence in this report would conclude that most, but not all of the concerns raised by residents can be resolved by exploring ways of integrating security systems and limiting access to the facility.

