BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
A meeting of the Parish Council was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 13th September 2007, commencing at 7.45 p.m.

Present:


Mr. A. Orme (Chairman),

Mrs. C. Jackson-Doerge, Mr. J. Gibson,

Mr. M. Hall, Mr. P. Kearney, Mr. M. Lochrie, Dr. R. Longton, Mr. S. James, Mr. D. Woad, Mr. M. Wright.

Apologies: 

Mr. M. Heap (work), Mr. S. Hill (work),
Mr. M. Patterson-Borland, 

Mrs. R. Slater (work), Mr. J. Valentine (holiday).
In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council.





9 parishioners 

The open session received a complaint in regard to the quality of the resurfacing of local 

roads and a query as to how roads were selected for treatment. The sequence of the Hose Hill traffic lights was again considered to be incorrect. Reading Road flooding and a hedge alongside the road would be referred to the Environment Committee.
Smoking outside the front entrance to the Rising Sun public house was reported to be 

causing obstructions to pedestrians passing the building,

Residents from Sun Gardens opposed a proposal raised by the West Berkshire District Council youth staff to light the skate board facilities during the dark evenings.
 59.
Declarations of Interest
There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a Member to declare either a personal or prejudicial interest. 

 60.
To Receive the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting

Resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 12th July 2007


   be approved as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman

 61.
To consider any matters arising on the minutes


i.
PCSO Steve Innis would be commencing his duties within the BMNAG 



area on 17th September 2007.
 62.
Co-option of Parish Councillors

There were no nominations for the three vacancies.

 63.
To receive a report from the Chairman on any events attended since the last 


meeting, and other matters of interest to Members


The Chairman reported on a quiet recess, with no matters requiring the attention 


of Members.
 64.
District Council Report

Dr. Royce Longton reported on related District Council activities.

The Draft South East Plan had been received, and would be the subject of local consultation exercises.
In terms of housing numbers, the Draft Plan proposed that 578,080 new dwellings should 


be delivered to 2026 across the Region. The EIP Panel recommends that this figure 


should be increased to 640,160 , an increase of 10.7%. This increase is substantially less 


than the Government had indicated would be required. However, the Panel recommended

that the building rate in West Berkshire should rise from 10,500 during the plan period to18,000, an increase of 7,500 units or 71.4 %. More specifically, the Panel recommended that the 7,500 additional dwellings should be built in a single “Strategic Development Area”-in the South West of Reading and North of the M4! This is the area for the proposed Prudential’s Kennet Valley Park development, and would meet the needs of the “Reading Growth Diamond”

Royce would be submitting a capital bid to secure the cost of the proposed section of footpath from the Cunning Man to Burghfield Bridge, to cover the short fall of the amount not available from Reading Borough Council due to the cancellation

of the Inner Distribution project.

A recent review of the District Polling Districts had resulted in a minor alteration to the boundary of the two internal Burghfield areas. The effect would be to extend the boundary of YBJ2, Burghfield Common, down the Reading Road to include The Hollies. There would be no alterations to the external boundaries.
St. Mary’s School had expressed a desire for the polling station for that area to be relocated, and an alternative location was being considered.

Carol Jackson-Doerge confirmed that the issues raised in regard to the land encroachment within the parish were being examined by District Council staff.

 65.
Village Hall Report

The Village Hall Manager, gave a verbal report on the activities held in the Hall during 


July and August, and answered questions. The financial report is appended to the minutes 

in the official minute book.
The refurbishment of the Hall floor had been completed, and hirers were to be requested to move tables and chairs with care.

The Clerk reported that the Parish Council application to the Big Lottery Fund for a donation towards the completion of the conversion of the shower block had not been successful. The Village Hall Management Committee would be considering the remaining options at their next meeting.

 66.
To receive the draft minutes of the meeting of the Finance and Compliance 
Committee
The draft minutes of the meeting of the Finance and Compliance Committee held on 12th July 2007 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted.
67.
To receive the draft minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee
The draft minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 26th July 2007 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted.
68.
To consider the proposal that a form of evening lighting should be provided for the

skate park facilities on the Old Recreation Ground during the late Autumn and 
Winter months.
Representatives of West Berkshire District Council had requested the Parish Council to consider the introduction of a form of lighting at the Old Recreation Ground in order to allow the skate boarding equipment to be used during the dark evenings. Members had been requested to monitor the use of the facilities during summer evenings and the views of local residents had been sought.

Resolved unanimously that the request for the provision of lighting for the Old 




Recreation Ground during dark evenings be rejected.
69.
To receive the current position in regard to the Parish Council subsidised PCSO 
post.
Members received an update on the appointment of an additional PCSO to patrol the 

parishes of Burghfield, Mortimer and Sulhamstead. The relevant contractual papers had been signed and the operational duties were scheduled to commence on 24th September following a period of training. Arrangements had been made to review the activities of the post holder at frequent intervals throughout the two year period of the contract.
70.
To receive the Thames Valley Police proposals for the revised constitution for the Burghfield and Mortimer Neighbourhood Action Group.


The Parish Council was represented on the Burghfield and Mortimer 
Neighbourhood Action Group, the grouping that had been constituted following the Police National Reassurance Project. A revised Constitution and Terms of Reference had been proposed by the Thames Valley Police who were of the opinion that there were too many parish councillors on the group and not enough parishioners to represent the views of non elected representatives. This view did not, however, take into account the provision of secretarial services, meeting venues and cost of materials.
The recent NAG meeting had considered the revised procedures, had been informed that they were the basis for revision, and had agreed a modified form for 

the next period.

Following consideration of the progress that had been made since the last Community meeting to ascertain the priorities for police action, it was agreed that the next meeting would be held during March 2008. In the meantime the police would be asked to proceed with the information already to hand.

71.
Financial Matters:


Resolved
i.
that the accounts reconciliations as at 31st July and 31st August 




2007 be noted.
ii.
that the minor amendment to the Annual Return be noted and that approval be given to the correction. (The amendment involved the transfer of £171 from Total other payments to Staff costs).



iii.
that the items for payment shown on the list attached to the 
minutes be authorised for payment, such sums to be debited to 
the account of the Parish Council.

72.
To receive brief verbal reports from Parish Council Representatives attending meetings of Outside Bodies to which they have been appointed.

Michael Wright and Royce Longton had attended a meeting of the AWE Liaison Committee.
73.
Matters for Future Discussion

The following subjects were accepted for inclusion on the agenda of the designated

meeting.


Old Recreation Ground Fencing
Environment and Recreation Committee


Hatch Gate on the Hatch Rec

Environment and Recreation Committee

Smoking obstructions


Environment and Recreation Committee

74.
Conclusion


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.31 p.m.









Chairman
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