BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Parish Council was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 14th September 2006, commencing at 7.45 p.m.

Present:


Mr. A. Orme (Chairman),

Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. M. Heap, Mr. S. Hill, Mr. S. James, 

Mr. M. Paterson-Borland, Mr. J. Valentine, Mr. D. Woad.

Apologies: 

Ms. C. Jackson (personal), Mr. M. Lochrie (work).

Dr. R. Longton(work).

In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council,





11 Parishioners were present.


The open meeting consisted of objections to the skate park facilities, mainly because of 

increased traffic congestion, consumption of alcohol, graffiti, anti social behaviour and 

noise.


The Chairman addressed these issues and assured parishioners that the Parish Council 

would ensure, to the best of its ability, that the ground and facilities were used in a 

respectful and appropriate manner.

 59.
Declarations of Interest
There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a Member to declare either a personal or prejudicial interest. 

 60.
Co-option of a Parish Councillor


There were no nominations for the existing 6 vacancies. 
 61.
To Receive the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting
The minutes of the last meeting of the Parish Council held on 13th July 2006, having been circulated, were confirmed a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

 62.
To consider any matters arising on the minutes

There were no matters arising on the minutes that would not be raised by agenda items.
 63.
To receive a report from the Chairman on any events attended since the last 
meeting and other matters of interest to Members
The Chairman confirmed that work on the installation of the skate board facilities on the 

Old Recreation Ground had been completed, and the formal opening was scheduled for 

Saturday 23rd September.

The public meeting to pass comment on the application by the Prudential Assurance Company for 7,500 dwellings for Burghfield had been held at the Village Hall on 4th September, and concluded with an overwhelming rejection of the application.

 64.
To receive a report from a District Councillor


Due to other commitments it was not possible for a District Councillor to be 

present, and no report was received.
 65.
To receive the minutes of the meeting of the Village Hall Management Committee 

and a Report from the Village Hall Manager
The minutes of the meeting of the Village Hall Management Committee held on the 20th July 2006 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted.

The Village Hall Manager gave a brief verbal report on the activities held in the Hall during the summer months, and answered questions. The financial report is appended to the minutes in the official minute book.

 66.
To receive the minutes of the public meeting held on 4th September to ascertain 


the views of parishioners in regard to the planning application from the Prudential 

Assurance Company Limited for 7,500 dwelling within the parish of Burghfield.


The minutes of the public meeting held on 4th September were received and noted.
The strong opposition to the proposals had been taken into account by the Parish Council Planning Committee in formulating their recommendations to the Parish Council.

 67.
To receive the minutes of the meetings of the Planning Committee
The minutes of the meetings of the Planning Committee held on 13th and 27th July and 4th September 2006 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted.
The unanimous recommendation from the meeting on 4th September to oppose the application from the Prudential Assurance Company for 7,500 dwellings at Kennet Valley Park was considered and it was unanimously resolved:

i.
To vigorously oppose the application.


ii.
To delegate the task of preparing the report to the District Council to the 

Chairman of the Planning Committee.
 68.
To receive the minutes of the meeting of the Skate Board Facilities Sub Committee held on 20th July 2006.


The minutes of the meeting of the Skate Board Facilities Sub Committee held on 20th 


July 2006 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted.

 69.
To approve the quotation for the provision of security services at the Old 


Recreation Ground.

Detailed investigations had been undertaken into the requirements for a security system, similar to that in use at the pavilion, to protect the new skate board facilities and the adjacent scout building on the Old Recreation Ground. The revised system at the pavilion was proving to be fit for purpose, and the intention was to continue to use Finchdata for the Old Recreation Ground.

Resolved that the quotation from Finchdata in the sum of £7,775.00 plus VAT 

   be accepted and that the work be put in hand at the earliest opportunity.
 70.
To receive a communication from the Thames Valley Police in regard to a Partnership Opportunity for collaborative funding for the post of Police Community Support Officers, and to appoint representatives to attend a meeting on 4th October at the training centre at Sulhamstead
A letter was received from Paul Kirkland, an Area Commander of Thames Valley Police,  outlining a proposal for Parish Councils to participate in a partnership agreement to fund Police Community Support Officers who would not be included in the resource to meet deprivation, demand and crime levels. The funded posts would be over and above existing resources and exempt from abstraction to other duties in all but the most exceptional circumstances.
A report entitled “Third Party Funding for Police Community Support Officers”  was received, setting out the terms of a draft agreement. It was noted that any agreement would be for a minimum period of two years, and that a business case was required from the Parish Council, presumably setting out the local crime scene.

Following consideration of the proposals it was resolved:

i.
to appoint Councillors Matthew Paterson-Borland and Derek Woad to attend the meeting at Sulhamstead on 4th October.

ii.
to raise the subject at the next BMNAG meeting

iii.
to reconsider the subject at a future Parish Council meeting.

 71.
To consider the current position in regard to the visit of a travelling fair to 

Burghfield.
The Parish Council had previously agreed to seek the views of parishioners in regard to a preferred location for future visits of a traveling fair. Following the damage caused to the Hatch Recreation Ground it had been necessary to undertake the recent ground work. The spell of very hot weather and then rain, both at inconsiderate times, had left the ground in a very soft condition. The grass had taken in most places, but would need patch seeding in specific locations.

It was apparent, even at this stage, that a fair with very heavy equipment and vehicles on the ground early next year would again threaten the condition of the ground.
The Parish Council was required to make a decision on the short term use of the Hatch Recreation Ground and then determine the future visit of a traveling fair.

Resolved 
i. 
that no travelling fair is allowed to use the Hatch Recreation 

Ground until such time as the Parish Council resolves otherwise.

ii.
that no travelling fair is allowed to use any of the Parish Council Recreation Grounds for a minimum period of 12 months.

iii.
that an attempt be made to find another location within the parish for a traveling fair.

 72.
To receive the minutes of a meeting with representatives of Burghfield St. Mary’s Church and the Parish Council.


The minutes of a meeting with representatives of Burghfield St. Mary’s Church and 


Parish Councillors held on 13th July 2006 were received and the proceedings 

were endorsed and adopted.

 73.
To receive brief verbal reports from Parish Council Representatives attending meetings of Outside Bodies.
Derek Woad had attended a meeting the Public and Patients Group. He had 
subsequently resigned from the Group.

John Valentine had attended a meeting of the West Berkshire Cycle Forum.


Stephen James had represented the Parish Council at a meeting of the Eastern 

Area Planning Committee.
 74.
Financial Matters:


Resolved
i.
that the accounts reconciliation as at 31st July and 31st August 




2006 be noted.




ii.
that the items for payment shown on the list attached to the 
minutes be authorised for payment, such sums to be debited to 
the account of the Parish Council.

 75.
Remembrance Day Parade

The road closure order had been requested for the Remembrance Day Parade.

 76.
Speed Indication Device (SID)

Councillor John Gibson drew attention to the need for additional volunteers to work with SID to monitor the speed of vehicles passing through the parish road network.

 77.
Conclusion


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.13 p.m.










Chairman










12th October 2006
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