BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Parish Council was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 12th October 2006, commencing at 7.45 p.m.

Present:


Mr. A. Orme (Chairman),

Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. M. Hall, Mr. S. Hill, Mr. S. James, 

Mr. M. Lochrie, Mr. M. Paterson-Borland, Mr. D. Woad.

Apologies: 

Mr. M. Heap (work), Ms. C. Jackson (personal),

Dr. R. Longton(work), Mr. J. Valentine (personal).

In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council,





3 Parishioners were present.


There were no questions for the Chairman during the open meeting.

 78.
Declarations of Interest
There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a Member to declare either a personal or prejudicial interest. 

 79.
Co-option of a Parish Councillor


There were no nominations for the existing 6 vacancies. 
 80.
To Receive the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting
The minutes of the last meeting of the Parish Council held on 14th September 2006, having been circulated, were confirmed a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

 81.
To consider any matters arising on the minutes

There were no matters arising on the minutes that would not be raised by agenda items.

 82.
To receive a report from the Chairman on any events attended since the last 
meeting and other matters of interest to Members

The Chairman reported on the formal opening of the skate board facilities on the Old 

Recreation Ground, a request for tennis courts within the parish, the condition of the Hatch Recreation Ground and the use of the sports pavilion on the Common Recreation Ground.

 83.
To receive a report from a District Councillor

A written report was received from District Councillor Royce Longton. The report is appended to the minutes in the official minute book.

 84.
Village Hall Report
The Village Hall Manager gave a verbal report on the activities held in the Hall during September, and answered questions. A detailed electrical check was being undertaken throughout the building. The financial report is appended to the minutes in the official minute book.

 85.
To receive the minutes of the meeting of the Environment and Recreation

Committee
The minutes of the meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee held on 21st 

September 2006 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted.

Following consideration of the recommendation, it was proposed by Stephen Hill, seconded by Stephen James and resolved that the proposed alterations to the road layout in the Hatch area be not proceeded with.

Members were in full agreement with the procedures that had been introduced for the letting of the pavilion.

 86.
To receive the minutes of the meetings of the Planning Committee
The minutes of the meetings of the Planning Committee held on 14th and 28th September 2006 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted.
 87.
To receive the minutes of the meetings of the Parish Plan Action Committee
The minutes of the meetings of the Parish Plan Action Committee held on 28th September 2006 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted.
 88.
To note the conclusion of the Skate Board Facilities project and deal with any outstanding issues.

The Chairman reviewed the successful conclusion of the skate board project on the Old Recreation Ground, and addressed the issues that had been raised by adjacent residents.
The entire project had been overseen by RoSPA and the final report confirmed that the construction and ground alterations conformed to their high acceptance standards.

A debate on the desirability of graffiti on the equipment resulted in it being resolved , with one abstention that the Parish Council is opposed to the placement of any form of graffiti on the skate board equipment erected on the Old Recreation Ground, and that the West Berkshire District Council Youth Services be noted accordingly.

Councillor Derek Woad undertook to keep a watching brief on the equipment and report any irregularities to the Clerk forthwith.

A proposal that tree trunks be placed on the ground was postponed until the occasion of the next annual RoSPA inspection, when the matter would be raised in connection with the ground safety regulations.
 89.
To give further consideration to a communication from the Thames Valley Police in 

regard to a Partnership Opportunity for collaborative funding for the post of Police 

Community Support Officer.
Councillors Matthew Paterson-Borland and Derek Woad had attended a meeting hosted 

by the Thames Valley Police to give detailed explanations to the proposals for Parish Council funded PCSO’s., and the main issues were reported.

Following a general debate, during which it was confirmed that a special meeting of the Burghfield and Mortimer Neighbourhood Action Group would be considering the possibility of partnership funding arrangements with neighbouring Parish Councils, it was resolved to support in principle the concept of joint funding for the provision of local PCSO’s and to reconsider the subject following the special meeting of the Neighbourhood Action Group.
 90.
To give consideration to issues governing the provision of a school crossing patrol across Clayhill Road outside Garlands School.


Councillor Michael Lochrie explained that, following a long period of requests, no 

appointment had been made by West Berkshire District Council for the post of School Crossing monitor outside Garlands School. The latest reason given for not appointing was that there was no one at the District Council that could provide the necessary training.
The traffic density along the Clayhill Road at peak times was considered, as was the fact that the majority of the pupils were required to cross the road to get to school. It was understood that there were suitable candidates for the post, and they could be appointed subject to the necessary training.

Proposed by Michael Lochrie, seconded by Stephen Hill and resolved:

i.
that strong representations be made to West Berkshire District Council 

for the necessary training for the School Crossing Monitors to be made available forthwith in order to enable the facility to be introduced at the earliest opportunity.



ii.
that, in the event that training from West Berkshire District Council was 
not available, consideration be given for the training to be provided by 

another Local Authority that had the necessary resource.
 91.
To receive brief verbal reports from Parish Council Representatives attending meetings of Outside Bodies.

There were no meetings that had called for representatives to attend.
 92.
Financial Matters:


Resolved
i.
that the accounts reconciliation as at 30th September 2006 be 

noted.




ii.
that the items for payment shown on the list attached to the 
minutes be authorised for payment, such sums to be debited to 
the account of the Parish Council.

 93.
Remembrance Day Parade


Stewards for the Remembrance Day Parade on Sunday 12th November were appointed as 

follows:

Councillors Matthew Paterson-Borland, Michael Lochrie, John Gibson and Stephen Hill.
 95.
Conclusion


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.42 p.m.










Chairman
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