BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Parish Council was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 13th October 2005, commencing at 7.45 p.m.

Present:

Mr. D. Mundy (Chairman),

Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. R. Hannington, Mr. S. Hill,

Mr. S. James, Mr. A. Orme, Mr. M. Paterson-Borland, 

Mr. D. Woad.

Apologies: 

Mr. M. Heap (work), Mrs. L. Jones (family), 

Mr. M. Lochrie (work), Dr. R. Longton (work),

Mr. J. Valentine (work).

In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council.




Village Hall Manager.





22 Parishioners were present.

The Open session, prior to the commencement of the formal business, consisted mainly of questions and answers on the placement for the proposed skate board facilities.

The application by Esso for extended hours for the consumption of alcohol and refreshments was raised.

Parish Council support was requested for a link between The Willink School and Moldova, a country situated between Romania and Ukraine.

78.
Co-option of Parish Councillors


There were no nominations for the 6 vacancies.
79.
Declarations of Interest
There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a Member to declare either a personal or prejudicial interest. Members were requested to ensure that their declarations were up to date and reflected their current circumstances.
80.
Minutes of the last meeting of the Parish Council

The minutes of the last meeting of the Parish Council held on 8th September 2005, having been circulated, were confirmed a correct record and signed by the 

Chairman.

81.
Matters Arising on the Minutes


There were no matters arising that would not be covered by an agenda item.

82.
Proposed Skate Board Facilities

Councillor Tony Orme gave a verbal presentation of the current position in regard to the provision of skate board facilities within the parish.
The Parish Council had received confirmation from the Chairman of the Governors at The Willink School that they would not give permission for a skate board facility to be erected at the Willink Recreation Centre, and that they were not prepared to meet parish councillors to discuss the proposals.

Consultations and requests had gradually reduced the availability of land for the erection of the appropriate facilities, and the only remaining site was the Old Recreation Ground.

Tony Orme outlined the numerous steps that had been taken in arriving at the current situation, and explained the relationship with Kidz on Wheelz, a local group that had been established to support the proposed facility and had been active in fundraising for the project. The Thames Valley Police had donated £10,000, held by the Parish Council, and West Berkshire District Council were reported to have earmarked £17,500 in their estimates of expenditure.
It was explained that no decisions had yet been taken on the specific location, but Mr. Orme assured members that no trees or mature shrubs would be disturbed by the development. Future decisions would involve the tendering process, and Health and Safety and Risk Evaluation exercises.
There followed a question and answer session on various aspects of the proposal.

Resolved Unanimously that the Old Recreation Ground be the Parish Council’s 
    approved venue for the placement of, yet to be agreed, 
    skate board facilities, subject to the following conditions.



i.
that a full Risk Assessment appropriate to the site and facilities is 

undertaken.



ii.
that the Parish Council is satisfied with all the Health and Safety 

provisions applicable to such a structure in the selected location.



iii.
that the Parish Council undertakes the full tendering exercise.

iv.
that full approval is reached with West Berkshire District Council and Kidz on Wheelz on the specification and costing of the selected facilities.
v.
that additional conditions be applied as and when appropriate.
83.
District Council Report

A report prepared by District Councillor Royce Longton was distributed at the meeting, and members absorbed the contents.

A copy of the report is appended to the minutes.

Arising was a request that the path from the Village Hall to the Esso Garage be added to the District Council’s improvement schedule.

84.
Chairman’s Questions

There were no direct questions for the Chairman, but an opportunity was taken for

him to draw attention to the increasing amount of litter being strewn around the Esso garage, which had reopened after a major refurbishment.

An application had been made by Esso for increased hours for the sale of refreshments and alcohol. In view of the restricted time available for objection, it was agreed that an objection should be lodged, opposing both additional refreshment and alcohol extensions for the following reasons.

· The location of the garage means that there is a real potential of inconvenience for local residents. If a 24 hour license is granted, there is the considerable possibility of additional noise and light.

· Burghfield has a known problem in respect of teenage drinking in public places (i.e. Auclum Green), and such a decision will increase the risk of further problems.

· Burghfield is not well policed and, should trouble arise, it is unlikely that a quick response will be forthcoming.

· The licensing of this property should be consistent with other outlets in the area.

· The association of late night availability of alcohol and driving is not a desirable situation.

The Parish Council further resolved to request that the application for extended hours for refreshments should be refused and the application for alcohol should be applied only to the period between 10.00 a.m. and 11.00 p.m.

85.
Environment and Recreation Committee

The minutes of the meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee

held on the 15th September 2005 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted.
86.
Planning Committee

The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 8th and 22nd September 2005 were received and the proceedings and observations were endorsed and adopted.

Councillor Matthew Paterson-Borland had reviewed the West Berkshire housing allocation document. The subject would be discussed at the next Planning Committee meeting.

87.
Village Hall Management Committee

The minutes of the meeting of the Village Hall Management Committee held on 

15th September 2005 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and 

adopted.

Arising on the minutes, it was confirmed that the required modifications had been made to the ramps at the entrance doors to the Hall.

88.
Village Hall Management

The Village Hall Manager gave a brief verbal report on the activities held in the Hall during September, and answered questions. The financial report is appended to the minutes in the official minute book.

89.
Neighbourhood Action Group


The minutes the last meeting of NAG held on 6th September were received and 

noted.


Arising on the minutes, it was noted that the former Burghfield Neighbourhood 
Action Group had been extended over a considerably larger area, now consisting 

of eight parishes. The last and next meetings had been scheduled for the Burghfield Village Hall, and paid for by the Parish Council, but consideration was to be given to a payment schedule or rotational venue scheme.

Notwithstanding the directive that parish councils should elect only two members 

to serve on the NAG, it was agreed to leave the current three appointees, 

Councillors Orme, Lochrie and Paterson-Borland, in place, 

and leave it to them to agree an attendance rota which suited them.
90.
Revised Meeting Schedule


The September meeting of the Parish Council had agreed that a revised meeting 

schedule could be presented to the current meeting. The Clerk distributed a schedule which included fixed dates for Finance and Compliance, Village Hall, Parish Action Plan and Skate Board Facilities committee meetings.
Resolved  i.
that the revised schedule until mid May 2006 be formally adopted.


   ii.
that a temporary alteration to Standing Orders in regard to Parish 

Council meetings be applied.

91.
Reports from Parish Representatives on Outside Bodies.

Councillor John Gibson had attended a meeting of the Volunteer Bureau.

The Chairman had attended a meeting at AWE


Councillor Derek Woad had attended a meeting at Newbury District hospital.

92.
Financial Matters.

i.
The Bank Reconciliation Statement as at 30th September was 
introduced and is appended to the official minutes. 


ii.
Resolved that the items for payment shown on the list attached to the 

    minutes be authorised for payment, such sums to be debited to 

    the account of the Parish Council.

93.
Remembrance Day Parade
The Clerk reported that he had applied for the necessary road closures in preparation for the Remembrance Day Parade on Sunday 13th October.

Councillors John Gibson, Michael Lochrie, Roger Hannington, Matthew

Paterson-Borland and Martin Heap were appointed to act as stewards, with Councillor Tony Orme in overall charge.

94.
Theale Lakes Business Park Opening – 28th October

An invitation had been received for all parish councillors to attend the opening ceremony at Theale Lakes on Friday 28th October between the 12 noon through to 6.00 p.m.
95.
Parish/District Council Conference

It was not possible for a Parish Councillor to attend the Parish/District Conference to be held on 25th October.

96.
Auclum Green – Erection of Football Goal Posts


The Chairman introduced a letter received from a resident at Highfield Court, 
drawing attention to anti social behaviour on Auclum Green, and requesting an

increased police presence around the area.

97.
Conclusion

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 10.00 p.m.










Chairman
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