BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Parish Council was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 9th November 2006, commencing at 7.45 p.m.

Present:


Mr. A. Orme (Chairman),

Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. M. Hall, Mr. S. Hill, Ms. C. Jackson 

Mr. M. Lochrie, Dr. R. Longton, Mr. M. Paterson-Borland, 
Mr. J. Valentine, Mr. D. Woad.

Apologies: 

Mr. M. Heap (work), Mr. S. James (work),

In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council,





4 Parishioners were present.


Subjects raised during the Open Meeting related to the withdrawal of the Prudential 

planning application and the introduction of the skate board facilities security system.

 96.
Declarations of Interest
There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a Member to declare either a personal or prejudicial interest. 

 97.
Co-option of a Parish Councillor


Resolved that Rebecca Slater, 21, Hawksworth Road, Burghfield Common be co-opted 

   to serve on the Parish Council for the duration of the current term of office.

 98.
Appointment of Parish Councillor to Serve on Committees


Resolved that Rebecca Slater be appointed to serve on the Environment and Recreation 

   Committee and the Planning Committee.
 99.
To Receive the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting
The minutes of the last meeting of the Parish Council held on 12th October 2006, having been circulated, were confirmed a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

100.
To consider any matters arising on the minutes

i.
Clayhill Road – Request for School Crossing
The Clerk reported that he had consulted with West Berkshire District Council officers, and detailed consideration would be given to the request. An assurance was received that the Parish Council would be kept informed.
101.
To receive a report from the Chairman on any events attended since the last 
meeting and other matters of interest to Members


The Chairman commented on the condition of the Hatch Recreation Ground and the 

forthcoming Remembrance Day Parade.

102.
To receive a report from a District Councillor

District Councillor Royce Longton commented on the recent withdrawal of the Prudential planning application, and drew attention to the forthcoming Examination in Public of the South East Plan. The West Berkshire Local Development Framework was being developed on the informal agreement among the Berkshire Authorities, and a possible deviation by Reading Borough Council may have an adverse effect upon the final agreement for future dwellings in West Berkshire.
A new policy for Gypsies and travellers in West Berkshire was due to be unveiled at a West Berkshire Executive meeting on 30th November. A finding of the Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Study was that “at least 187 new pitches would be required over the next five years across the Thames Valley Region”.
103.
Village Hall Report
The Village Hall Manager gave a verbal report on the activities held in the Hall during October, and answered questions. The financial report is appended to the minutes in the official minute book.

104.
To receive the minutes of the Communications and Parish Liaison Committee
The minutes of the meeting of the Communications and Parish Liaison  Committee held 

on 19th October 2006 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted.

The issues in relation to the Fun Day were debated and it was proposed by John Gibson, seconded by Derek Woad and resolved that consideration be given to the promotion of a Parish Fun Day and that the Committee Chairman be requested to prepare a draft schedule for future consideration.

105.
To receive the minutes of the meetings of the Planning Committee
The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 12th and 26th October 

2006 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted.

The withdrawal of the planning application by the Prudential Assurance Company was noted, as was the statement that another application would be submitted after a series of meetings to address the current concerns were held. It would be necessary for objectors, and supporters, to send new letters of comment to West Berkshire District Council when the new application had been registered.

106.
Rural Housing Trust.

Following the request for information circulated during December 2005, the Rural Housing Trust had prepared a report summarizing the current position in Burghfield. The reports had been sent to all Parish Councillors, and the recommendations considered appropriate by the Housing Trust were considered.
Resolved that further information be obtained from the Rural Housing trust in regard to the definition of affordable, the likely cost of the dwellings, the precise planning procedure and the method of selection of the eventual occupants.

107.
To consider the implications for the introduction of a Coffee Shop within the parish.

The item had been included on the agenda at the request of the Communications and Parish Liaison Committee, which had briefly considered the subject at their last meeting.

The location for the suggested facility could be the Village Hall, and, in order to safeguard the Parish Council finances, a commercial organisation willing to undertake the project would need to be appointed.
It was proposed by Derek Woad, seconded by Royce Longton and resolved

that Carol Jackson, Chairman of the Communication and Parish Liaison Committee, be requested to undertake a feasibility study on the possibility of the introduction of a Coffee Shop in the Village Hall.
108.
To receive a report from the meeting of BMNAG in regard to the Thames Valley 
Police proposal for collaborative funding for the post of Police Community 
Support Officer.
The minutes of the meeting of the Burghfield and Mortimer Neighbourhood Action 
Group held on 7th November were circulated and noted. 
The meeting had given consideration to the way in which Burghfield, Mortimer and Sulhamstead would be able to contribute to the suggested £15,000 for the appointment of one PCSO, whose time in those parishes would be spent in proportion to the levels of contribution. It was agreed that a provisional break down could be as follows:

Burghfield £6,250, Mortimer £6,250 and Sulhamstead £2,500.

The recommendation to the respective Parish Councils was based on the following assurances being received from the Thames Valley Police.

i.
That the PCSO funded from Parish Council contributions would work in the 

parishes in addition to the centrally funded PCSO’s.

ii.
That the centrally funded PCSO’s would be in post before the additional post was funded

iii.
That the recommendation was based on a break down of the £30,000 total cost, 

bearing in mind that the annual salary of a PCSO was believed to be in the region 

of £15,000

The information would be made available to the three Parish Councils not attending, and it had been agreed that they be offered the opportunity to contribute £1,000 per annum for a locally funded PCSO to be available, on a pro rata basis, in their respective parishes. If forthcoming, the contributions would reduce the amounts payable by Burghfield, Mortimer and Sulhamstead.

The above information was considered in detail, as was the additional information that the use of a vehicle could add as much as £15,000 to the annual cost of the deployment of a single PCSO.


Proposed by Royce Longton, seconded by Matthew Paterson-Borland, and resolved, with 

one abstention:
i.
that the Finance and Compliance Committee be requested to include a budgetary 

figure of £6,250 towards the employment of a PCSO for the financial year 

commencing 1st April 2007.

ii.
That BMNAG be informed that the partnership should be confined to Burghfield, Mortimer and Sulhamstead in order to avoid the additional travelling expenses.

iii. 
That the parish councils included in the BMNAG area be informed accordingly.

109.
To receive a report arising from the District/Parish Conference.

Derek Woad, who had attended the recent District/Parish Council conference, gave a

brief report on the major issues raised.  Parish Councils were due to receive details of the 

section 106 contributions that the District Council had received from developers in their 
parishes.
110.
To receive brief verbal reports from Parish Council Representatives attending meetings of Outside Bodies to which they have been appointed.


John Gibson had attended a meeting of the Burghfield and Mortimer Volunteer Bureau.

111.
To receive representations from parishioners in regard to the installation of a 
chargeable cash dispensing machine at the Esso Service Station
112.
The Clerk reported that he had received several representations about the fact that the 

ATM installed at the Esso Garage had started charging for cash withdrawals. It had been stated that the lack of information available at the machine did not give drawers the opportunity to abort a transaction before it was completed, which was in contravention to the agreed procedures for cash withdrawal.
Following consideration of the various options open to the Parish Council it was resolved

that the current situation, in a rural area, was deplored and that Link be requested to reimburse those who had been charged and reinstate the previous non chargeable system forthwith.

113.
Financial Matters:


Resolved
i.
that the accounts reconciliation as at 31st October 2006 be 

received and noted.



ii.
that the items for payment shown on the list attached to the 
minutes be authorised for payment, such sums to be debited to 
the account of the Parish Council.

iii.
to note that the Annual Return and Accounts sent to UHY Hacker Young, the external auditors, had been examined in detail in accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Finance Acts and the audit completed to their

entire satisfaction.

114.
Conclusion


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.38 p.m.










Chairman
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