BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
A meeting of the Parish Council was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 8th November 2007, commencing at 7.45 p.m.

Present:


Mr. A. Orme (Chairman),

Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. R. Hannington, Mr. S. Hill, 
Mr. S. James, Dr. R. Longton, Mr. J. Valentine, 

Mr. D. Woad, Mr. M. Wright.

Apologies: 

Mrs. R. Slater (family), Mrs. C. Jackson-Doerge (work),

Mr. M. Hall (family), Mr. P. Kearney (work), 



Mr. M. Patterson-Borland (work).
In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council.
Village Hall Manager




No parishioners 
In view of the limited attendance by parishioners, the open meeting was deemed to be superfluous.

92.
Declarations of Interest
There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a Member to declare either a personal or prejudicial interest. 

 93.
To Receive the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting

Resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 11th October 


   2007 be approved as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman

 94.
To consider any matters arising on the minutes

i.
A reply was awaited from John Steele, the Planning and Development Manager at AWE Burghfield. Details of the local bridge strengths had been requested and also a follow up on the visit to the AWE establishment.
ii.
The Flood Relief Project on the Hatch Allotments was proceeding satisfactorily, and a detailed report would be given to the Environment and Recreation Committee.
 95.
Co-option of Parish Councillors


There were no nominations for the three vacancies.

 96.
To receive a report from the Chairman on any events attended since the last 


meeting, and other items of interest to Members


The Chairman reviewed the requirements for the forthcoming Remembrance Day Parade.
A number of cones had been purchased to help with the enforcement of the necessary 

road closure orders
 97.
District Council Report


Dr. Royce Longton reported on a number of items relevant to the parish.

The school crossing patrol, requested in a petition to the District Council during 2003, had as yet not been provided.

The closure of the Paices Hill Waste Collection Centre was due to unacceptable dumping of material, but it was hoped that the site would be opened in the near future.

Local issues included uncut hedges, mud on Theale Road and the surface water drainage at the Banner Homes development off Clayhill Road. 

 98.
Village Hall Report


The Village Hall Manager gave a verbal report on the activities held in the Hall during 

October, and answered questions. The financial report is appended to the minutes in 

the official minute book.
 99.
To receive the Minutes of the Village Hall Management Committee

The draft minutes of the meeting of the Village Hall Management Committee held on 18th October 2007 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted.
100.
To receive the minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee
The draft minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 25th October 2007 
were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted.                

101.
District/Parish Council Conference


Derek Woad gave a brief review of the main proceedings of the District/Parish Council 

conference held to examine the consequences of the flooding experienced in 

many parishes during July 2007. The Environment Agency was represented, and gave a view of the reasons for the problems, and possible solutions for the future.
102.
To Receive and adopt the Risk Assessment and Management Schedule 2007-2008
The revised Risk Assessment and Management Schedule had been distributed with the agenda for the meeting, and the Clerk outlined the revised items and the reason for their inclusion. Detailed consideration was also being given to the requirements contained within the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005, and revised conditions would be introduced for the hirers of the village hall and the pavilion.
Resolved that the Risk Assessment and Management Schedule be endorsed and adopted.

103.
To receive and adopt the revised version of Chairmanship, Standing Orders and


Financial Regulations
There was a requirement to review Chairmanship, Standing Orders and Financial Regulations every few years, especially in the light of alterations to mandatory procedures binding upon the Parish Council. The above named documents had been 
reviewed, the contents brought up to date and a copy distributed to every Parish Councillor.
Resolved that the revised Chairmanship, Standing Orders and Financial Regulations be

   endorsed and adopted.

104.
Financial Matters:

Resolved
i.
that the accounts reconciliation as at 31st October 2007 be 





noted.

ii.
that it be noted that the external audit procedures had been 

satisfactorily completed and that there were no matters requiring the attention of the Parish Council.
iii.
that the requirements in regard to the minimum wage payments for the part time litter collectors be noted, and the hourly rate of £5.60 per hour from 1st October 2007 be approved.


iv.
that the items for payment shown on the list attached to the 

minutes be authorised for payment, such sums to be debited to 

the account of the Parish Council.
105.
West Berkshire District Council “Flood Heroes”


Details relating to the District Council Flood Heroes reception to be held on 4th December 


were received and noted.

106.
To receive brief verbal reports from Parish Council Representatives attending 

meetings of Outside Bodies to which they have been appointed.


Michael Wright had attended the BMNAG meeting.

John Valentine had attended the West Berks Cycle Forum.

Jonathon Gibson had attended the Burghfield and Mortimer Volunteer Bureau meeting.

107.
Matters for Future Consideration

It was agreed that PC Matthew Allen be invited to attend the January meeting of the Parish Council in order that he could detail the reasons for regular Community Meetings at which parishioners could prioritise their concerns about the level of crime in the parish.
108.
Conclusion


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.17 p.m.










Chairman
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