BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

The Annual Meeting of the Parish Council was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 10th May 2007, commencing at 7.45 p.m.

Present:


Mr. A. Orme (Chairman),

Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. R. Hannington, Mr. M. Heap, 
Mr. P. Kearney, Mr. M. Lochrie, Dr. R. Longton (9.14)

Mr. M. Patterson-Borland, Mr. J. Valentine.
Apologies: 

Mrs. C. Jackson-Doerge (work), Mrs. R. Slater (family), 
Mr. S. James (work).
In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council,





7 Parishioners were present.

During the open meeting, questions were raised in regard to the missing 30 mph sign along Clayhill Road and the extension to the Veterinary Surgery.
  1.
Declarations of Interest
There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a Member to declare either a personal or prejudicial interest. 
  2.
Election of Chairman of the Parish Council for the Ensuing Municipal Year


Resolved that Anthony David Orme be elected Chairman of the Parish Council for the 



    ensuing municipal year.


(Tony Orme signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and resumed the Chair)
  3.
To Co-opt Parish Councillors for the duration of the current term of office.

Resolved that the following be elected Parish Councillors for the ensuing term of office.


   Michael Hall, MBE, 8, Pinchcut, Burghfield Common.



   Stephen Hill, 24, Burdock Close, Burghfield Common.



   Derek Woad, Redlands, Reading Road, Burghfield Common.



   Michael Wright, 43, Horseshoe Crescent, Burghfield Common.

  4.
Election of Vice Chairman of the Parish Council for the Ensuing Municipal Year


Resolved that John Valentine be elected Vice Chairman of the Parish Council for the 


   ensuing municipal year
  5.
To Receive the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting

Resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 12th April 

   2007 be approved as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman
  6.
To consider any matters arising on the minutes


It had been confirmed that Mortimer Parish Council had resolved to contribute towards 


the post of PCSO. The proposed additional contribution from this Parish Council, to be 


met from reserves, would not be required.
  7.
To receive a report from the Chairman on any events attended since the last 


meeting, and other matters of interest to Members
The Chairman paid tribute to Rifleman Paul Donnachie, of Burghfield Common, who died in action whilst serving his Country with the 2nd Rifles in Iraq. The Parish Council would be represented at the funeral and a floral tribute would be sent.
  8.
Village Hall Report


The Village Hall Manager gave a verbal report on the activities held in the Hall during 


April, and answered questions. The financial report is appended to the minutes in the 

official minute book.

Tenders had been invited for the refurbishment of the floor, which was in need of sanding, sealing and re polishing.

  9.
Planning Committee 
The draft minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 26th April 2007 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted.
 10.
To receive brief verbal reports from Parish Council Representatives attending meetings of Outside Bodies to which they have been appointed.


West Berks Cycle Forum
John Valentine reported on local training initiatives





and on preliminary arrangements for the Cycle Week






to be held from 16th to 24th June. 


Wokefield Common

Roger Hannington reported on recent activities.

 11.
Appointment of Parish Councillors to Serve on Committees

Resolved that the following appointments be confirmed.


Communications and Parish Liaison Committee

Mrs. C. Jackson-Doerge, Mr. S. James, Dr. R. Longton, Mr. M. Lochrie, Mr. A. Orme, 

Mr. J. Valentine.

Environment and Recreation Committee

Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. M. Heap, Mr. R. Hannington, Mr. S. Hill, Mrs. C. Jackson-Doerge, 
Mr. M. Lochrie, Dr. R. Longton, Mr. A. Orme, Mrs. R. Slater, Mr. P. Kearney.
Finance and Compliance Committee

Mr. S. James, Mr. M. Lochrie, Mr. A. Orme, Mr. M. Paterson-Borland, Mr. J. Valentine,
Mr. D. Woad.
Pavilion Sub Committee

Mr. M. Heap, Mr. M. Lochrie, Mr. A. Orme, Mr. M. Paterson-Borland.
Planning Committee

Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. S. Hill, Mrs. C. Jackson-Doerge, Mr. S. James, Mr. P. Kearney, 

Mr. M. Lochrie, Mr. M. Paterson-Borland, Mrs. R. Slater, Mr. D. Woad.
Village Hall Management Committee

Mr. R. Hannington, Mr. S. James, Mr. A. Orme. Mrs. R. Slater, Mr. D. Woad.
Youth Partnership Sub Committee

Mr. S. Hill, Mr. M. Lochrie, Mr. A. Orme, Mr. M. Paterson-Borland.
(During the above items the Parish Council meeting was adjourned to permit the Committee Chairman to be elected)
 12.
Appointment of Representatives to Serve on Outside Bodies


Resolved
that the following appointments be confirmed.


AWE Liaison





Mr. M. Hall 








Mr. D. Woad (Deputy)


BNAG






Mr. M. Wright, Dr. R. Longton,
Mr. M. Orme


West Berks Cycle Forum



Mr. J. Valentine 


Burghfield Charities




Mr. S. Hill, Mr. D. Woad.


Burghfield and Mortimer Volunteer Centre

Mr. J. Gibson


Cleaner Kennet Campaign



Dr. R. Longton


Kennet Valley Forum




Mr. S. James


Willink Recreation Centre



Mr. A. Orme,








Mr. M. Lochrie (Deputy)


Wokefield Common




Mr. R. Hannington









Dr. R. Longton

13.
To receive the Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007 (SI No 1159)

The revised Code of Conduct came into force on 3rd May 2007, but Parish Councils had until 1st October 2007 to adopt the Code. However, not all parts of the Code were applicable to Parish Councils, and there is a “Model Code for Parish Councils” being prepared. There are certain aspects of the revised Code that will need careful consideration. Paragraph 12(2), which is not mandatory for parishes, gives members with a prejudicial interest the same rights as members of the public to speak at a meeting on the issue and then leave before the main discussion and vote.
If the Parish Council wish such a provision to apply, it will be necessary to pass a resolution adopting the Model Code of Conduct including paragraph 12(2).

If the additional provision is adopted, the Standards Board for England has recommended that, in order to provide clarity, parish councils should have standing orders in place which set out clearly the circumstances whereby members of the public can attend meetings of the authority for the purpose of making representations, giving evidence or answering questions.

Further information will be made available to Members, leading to an opportunity to resolve and adopt the most appropriate wording prior to 1st October 2007.

14.
Burghfield St. Mary’s  - Proposed Burial Ground
A copy of the Environmental Site Assessment on the proposed additional burial ground adjacent to St. Mary’s Churchyard had been obtained from RAW Consulting. The instruction to RAW Consulting had been to investigate local ground conditions and identify any potential risks posed to Controlled Waters from a proposed churchyard extension at St. Mary’s Church, Burghfield. The investigation was a requirement of the Environment Agency with respect to the proposed development under the planning permission for the site.
The relevant planning condition for the site requested by the Environment Agency stipulated that “no burials shall take place within 30 metres of any watercourse or spring or within 10 metres of any field drain”. This is in order to “protect the local water environment in accordance with Policies EN2 of the Berkshire Structure Plan 1991-2006 and ENV12 of the West Berkshire District Local Plan”

The report from RAW Consulting had been forwarded to the Environment Agency.
15.
Draft schedule of meetings for the ensuing municipal year
A draft schedule of meetings for the forthcoming Municipal Year was presented. The basis of the configuration was similar to last year, and was adopted in principle subject to the acceptance that circumstances may require variations to the schedule as the year progressed.
16.
Financial Matters

Resolved
i.
that the account reconciliation as at 30th April 2007 be 





presented to the next meeting following the closure of the 





2006/2007 accounts.



ii.
that the items for payment shown on the list attached to the 

minutes be authorised for payment, such sums to be debited to 

the account of the Parish Council.

17.
District Council Report
Dr. Royce Longton, the re elected District Councillor, gave a short report on District Council affairs. 

Following the recent election, the Conservatives had increased their lead, now holding 36 seats, the Liberal Democrats now had 16.
Councillor Derek Woad was requested to outline his observations on Biffa in writing.

The alleged missing 30 mph sign along Clayhill Road was again raised and it was again confirmed that the subject was being investigated.
18.
Items for Future Meetings

The following items were raised:


The provision of a pedestrian crossing over the Reading Road by the Chapel Path.


Putting the Hatch Gate back on the Hatch.

19.
Conclusion


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.27 p.m.










Chairman










14th June 2007
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