BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
A meeting of the Parish Council was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 13th March 2008, commencing at 9.00 p.m.

Present:


Mr. A. Orme (Chairman),

Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. R. Hannington, Mr. S. Hill, 

Mrs. C. Jackson-Doerge, Mr. S. James, Mr. M. Lochrie, 

Dr. R. Longton, Mr. J. Valentine, Mr. D. Woad, 

Mr. M. Wright.

Apologies: 

Mr. M. Hall (work), Mr. P. Kearney (work), 




Mr. M. Patterson-Borland (work)

In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council.





2 Parishioners


Open Meeting
Mr. D. Mundy drew attention to the fact that, notwithstanding the recent gales, the trees

in Badgers Glade were still standing.

A wooden fence had recently been erected in Auclum Lane, and the Parish Council was requested to report the matter to the District Council. 

143.
Declarations of Interest
There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a Member to declare either a personal or prejudicial interest. 
144.
To Receive the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting
Resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 14th February 


   2008 be approved as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman

145.
To consider any matters arising on the minutes

i.
Councillor Mick Hall had contacted John Steele, the Planning and Development Manager at AWE Burghfield, and arrangements would be made for parish councillors to visit the site at AWE Burghfield. Specific personal information would be required in advance, and members would be emailed in regard to the conditions.

ii.
West Berkshire District Council had not yet provided information on relation to the appointment of a school crossing patrol across Clayhill Road opposite Garlands School.
146.
Co-option of Parish Councillors
Resolved that Mr. Paul Lawrence, of 21, Lamden Way, Burghfield Common, be elected 


   a Parish Councillor for the duration of the current term of office.

147.
To Appoint Co-opted Councillors to Serve on Committees

Resolved that Mr. Paul Lawrence be appointed to serve on the Environment and 



   Recreation Committee and the Planning Committee for the ensuing municipal

   year. 

148.
To receive a current situation report on the Badgers Glade trees.
The Clerk reported on the current position in regard to the maintenance of Badgers Glade and the Consultants Tree Survey that had been commissioned and adopted by the Parish Council in September 2007. Following the request for Graham Butler to undertake the work, there had been a long delay whilst West Berkshire District Council examined the proposals and initially rejected the tree felling request. There followed a site meeting in December, when all parties were represented and it was thought that an agreement had been reached. A further site visit was attended in February by Mike Savage, the Tree Consultant and Arthur Cullen, the Tree Officer at West Berks Council. Amendments to the survey were proposed, and these have not yet been received.
The long delay brought about by the District Council had now brought a new set of problems. The onset of the bird nesting period and the legal requirement to protect the animal population during specific periods may mean that the entire tree felling activities may have to be delayed by several months. There was also a requirement for the Parish Council to enter into an agreement in regard to the maintenance of the woodland.

A District Council representative had written that the Parish Council risked being sued if any activity was undertaken on Badgers Glade without the formal written approval of the District Council, whilst a parishioner had threatened legal action if the trees were not felled!

Following consideration of the above information it was resolved unanimously:

i.
that further information be sought in regard to the parish council’s legal

position in the event of damage to persons or property by trees marked for 

attention.


ii.
that all further action be deferred until the legal situation was clarified.

iii. 
that the Parish Council takes up membership of the Berks, Bucks and Oxon Wildlife Trust. 
iv.
that an urgent meeting with the District Council be requested. 
149.
To receive a report from the Chairman on any events attended since the last 


meeting, and other items of interest to Members
The Chairman reported on the ongoing investigations into the eastern boundary of the Hatch Allotments and on an altercation with Reading Buses following an occasion when passengers were left to wait an hour in Reading for the next ‘bus to Burghfield.
150.
District Council Report
 

Royce Longton confirmed that the contract for the Waste Management was about to be signed. The scheme was intended to increase West Berkshire’s recycling rate from 22% to over 50%, thus meeting national targets and avoiding increased land fill tax. Food waste would continue to be collected weekly, with recyclable and non recyclable waste collected every two weeks.

The future of the Paices Hill Collection Centre would be decided further into the contract.
The Council Tax increase for the year commencing 1st April would be 3.9%.

The District Council was examining a request for a 20 mph speed limit past the main entrance to all schools in the district.

Royce was requested to ascertain the reason for the delay in implementing the Clay Hill Road school crossing and to request the cutting back of the bushes at the side of the road towards the corner of Hawksworth Road and Reading Road.

Carol  Jackson-Doerge had met with the residents of the dwellings in the Clayhill Road

estate, and discussions had taken place on the possibility of greater integration with parish activities.

151.
Village Hall Report

The Clerk, on behalf of the Village Hall Manager, gave a verbal report on the activities held in the Hall during February, and answered questions. The financial report is appended to the minutes in the official minute book.

152.
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee
The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 14th February and the draft minutes of the meeting held on 28th February 2008 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted.

153.
To receive the minutes of the Youth Partnership Sub Committee
The draft minutes of the meeting of the Youth Partnership Sub Committee held on 28th February 2008 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted. 

Resolved that the recommendations in regard to the future name of the committee and the 


   name of the Youth Group be approved.

154.
To receive a report on the appointment of the local PCSO subsidised post

The Parish Councils of Burghfield, Mortimer and Sulhamstead had entered into a contract with the Thames Valley Police to contribute 50% of the cost of the appointment of a Police Community Support Officer to patrol the local parishes.

The appointment had commenced in September 2007, and Councillor Royce Longton, the Chairman of the Burghfield and Mortimer Neighbourhood Action Group, reported on the progress to date. PCSO Steven Innes had been well received, and the earlier Community Police meeting had confirmed that local crime statistics revealed a reduction in local crime, apart from specifically targeted areas.
155.
Financial  Matters


Resolved
i.
that the accounts reconciliation as at 29th February 2008 be

received and noted.

ii.
that the items for payment shown on the list attached to the 

minutes be authorised for payment, such sums to be debited to
the account of the Parish Council.

156.
To receive details of the Clean Up Burghfield Week End 29th and 30th March..


Councillor Carol Jackson-Doerge reported on the scheme to clear some of the litter

from areas within the parish. Volunteers were welcome!

157.
To receive brief verbal reports from Parish Council Representatives attending 


meetings of Outside Bodies to which they have been appointed.

Roger Hannington had attended a meeting of the Wokefield Common Advisory Committee.
Michael Wright had attended a Neighbourhood Action Group conference at Newbury.

158.
Conclusion


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 10.02 p.m.










Chairman










10th April 2008
