BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Parish Council was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 8th March 2007, commencing at 9.15 p.m.

Present:


Mr. A. Orme (Chairman),

Ms. C. Jackson, Mrs. R. Slater, Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. M. Hall, 

Mr. M. Heap, Mr. S. Hill, Mr. S. James, Mr. M. Lochrie, 

Dr. R. Longton, Mr. M. Patterson-Borland, Mr. D. Woad.

Apologies: 

Mr. R. Hannington (work), Mr. J. Valentine (work).

In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council,





3 Parishioners were present.

There were no matters raised at the open meeting.

147.
Declarations of Interest
There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a Member to declare either a personal or prejudicial interest. 

148.
To Co-opt Parish Councillors for the duration of the current term of office.

Resolved that Mr. Patrick Kearney, Six Bells Cottage, The Hatch, Burghfield, Reading, 



   RG30 3TH be co-opted as a Parish Councillor to serve for the duration of the 



   current term of office.

149.
To Appoint  a new Parish Councillor to serve on the Committee Structure

Resolved that Mr. Patrick Kearney be appointed to serve on the Environment and 



   Recreation and Planning Committees for the duration of the current term of 



   office.

150.
To Receive the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting

The minutes of the last meeting of the Parish Council held on 8th February 2007, having been circulated, were confirmed a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

151.
To consider any matters arising on the minutes


There were no matters arising on the minutes that would not be covered by an 


agenda item.

152.
To receive a report from the Chairman on any events attended since the last 


meeting, and other matters of interest to Members

The Chairman referred to the recent BMNAG meeting, when the latest PCSO recruitment 


was discussed. The amount of rubbish around the Burghfield Bridge area was discussed.
153.
To receive a report from a District Councillor.



District Councillor Royce Longton confirmed that the Council Tax increase for West 


Berkshire District Council was 2.8%. for the forthcoming financial year.
Deans Copse Road had again been subject to flooding and closed for a further week whilst remedial work was undertaken.


The request for the road crossing patrol across Clayhill Road opposite Garlands School

was now being processed in the Highways Department at West Berkshire District 


Council.

£30,000 had been provided for in the West Berkshire District Council estimates for the provision of a footpath/cycleway in the Burghfield Bridge area.

Dr. Longton agreed to support the Parish Council’s request for a review of the speed limit along the entire length of Clayhill Road.

154.
To consider any important issues that may have arisen from the earlier Community 


Police Meeting.

The earlier Police Community meeting was briefly reviewed. The list of priorities was being prepared by the police, and a copy would be obtained for action by BMNAG and for information for the parish council.

155.
To receive the minutes of the meeting of the Communications and Parish Liaison 


Sub Committee

The minutes of the meeting of the Communications and Parish Liaison Sub Committee held on 15th February2007 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted. 
156.
To receive a report from the Clerk in regard to the absence of Any Other Business 


on the Council and Committee agendas.

The Clerk had circulated a report on the reasons why it was no longer realistic to include an “Any Other Business” item on Parish Council agendas. The legal implications were set out and the details carefully noted.
157.
Village Hall Report

The Clerk, on behalf of the Village Hall Manager gave a verbal report on the activities 


held in the Hall during January, and answered questions. The financial report is appended 


to the minutes in the official minute book.

The Village Hall windows had been subject to criminal damage on the evening of Friday 2nd March, and 4 of the windows were being replaced. 

Work on the construction of the toilet for the disabled was on schedule.
158.
To receive the minutes of the meetings of the Planning Committee 

The minutes of the meetings of the Planning Committee held on 8th and 22nd February 2007 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted.
159.
To receive the minutes of the Parish Action Plan Sub Committee
The minutes of the meeting of the Parish Action Plan Sub Committee held on 22nd February 2007 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted.

Resolved that the Sub Committee’s recommendation be endorsed.

160.
District/Parish Council Conference

Confirmation had been received that the District/Parish Council conference scheduled for March 2007 had been cancelled.

161.
To receive and consider a consultation document on Amendments to the Model 


Code of Conduct for Local Authority Members

A consultation document had been received from Communities and Local Government on the proposed amendments to the Model Code of Conduct for Local Authority Members. The Local Government White Paper, Strong and Prosperous Communities,
published in October 2006 announced the Government’s intention to put in place a clearer, simpler and more proportionate code of conduct for members of local authorities, which would include changes to the rules on personal and prejudicial interests. The document provided an explanation of the proposals and invited comments.
The National Association of Local Councils was preparing a reply on behalf of Parish Councils, and it was agreed that no further action was necessary.

162.
To receive an update on the ATM installed at the Esso Service Station.


Concern had been expressed at a previous parish council meeting that parishioners wishing to withdraw cash from the ATM on the Esso forecourt were being charged for the transaction. The Parish Council had made strong representations to LINK to request that the previous non chargeable facility be replaced forthwith.


Information had now been received that there was an intention to revert to a non chargeable system on the Esso forecourt in the near future.

163.
To receive brief verbal reports from Parish Council Representatives attending meetings of Outside Bodies to which they have been appointed.


There had been no meetings requiring Members attendance. 

164.
Financial Matters:


Resolved
i.
that the account reconciliation as at 28th February 2007 be 





received and noted.




ii.
that the items for payment shown on the list attached to the 

minutes be authorised for payment, such sums to be debited to 

the account of the Parish Council.

165.
Matters for Further Discussion


Attention was directed to the Parish Council election to be held on Thursday 3rd May, 


and Nomination Papers were distributed to those present at the meeting.
166.
Conclusion


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 10.05 p.m.










Chairman
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