BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Parish Council was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 9th June 2005, commencing at 7.45 p.m.

Present:

Mr. D. Mundy (Chairman),

Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. M. Heap, Mr. S. Hill, Mr. S. James,
Mr. M. Lochrie, Mr. A. Orme, Mr. M. Paterson-Borland, Mr. J. Valentine, Mr. D. Woad.

Apologies:

Mrs. L. Jones (family), Dr. R. Longton, (work).
In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council.





4 Parishioners were present.

The Open session, prior to the commencement of the formal business, consisted of questions and answers in regard to the selection of a location for the proposed skate park facilities.

22.
Co-option of Parish Councillors

There were no nominations for the 6 vacancies.
23.
Declarations of Interest
There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a Member to declare either a personal or prejudicial interest.

24.
Minutes of the last meeting of the Parish Council

The minutes of the last meeting of the Parish Council held on 12th May 2005, having been circulated, were confirmed a correct record and signed by the 

Chairman.

25.
Matters Arising on the Minutes

Councillor John Valentine raised a question on the allocation of section 137 financial contributions. It was agreed that the subject would be on the agenda for the next meeting of the Finance Committee.

26.
District Council Report

District Councillor Royce Longton had submitted a short written report, read to the meeting by the Chairman. The report is appended to the official minutes.
27.
Chairman’s Questions
The Chairman answered questions in regard to Chapel Path and an advertising sign.

28.
Environment and Recreation Committee

The minutes of the meetings of the Environment and Recreation Committee

held on the 12th and 19th May 2005 were received and the proceedings and recommendations were endorsed and adopted.

29.
Planning Committee

The minutes of the meetings of the Planning Committee held on 12th and 26th May 2005 were received and the proceedings and observations were endorsed and adopted.

Councillor Derek Woad had attended the Planning Roadshow and gave a brief report on the most significant presentations. A more detailed appraisal would be given at the next meeting of the Planning Committee.

30.
Village Hall Management

The Clerk, in the absence of the Village Hall Manager, gave a brief verbal report on the activities held in the Hall during March, and answered questions. The financial report is appended to the minutes in the official minute book.

Members were reminded that the complaint in regard to the alleged accident at the front of the Village Hall had been referred to the contractor who had constructed the new concrete ramps.
31.
Minutes from Previous Meetings

The minutes of the meetings held on 12th May to elect a Chairman were received and adopted from the following Committees.


i.
Finance and Compliance


ii.
Communications and Parish Liaison


iii.
Parish Action Plan


iv.
Village Hall Management

32.
Burghfield St. Mary’s Churchyard

The Chairman reported that a meeting had been held with the Parochial Church Council on 24th May in order to discuss the issues in relation to the extension of the burial ground. Members were informed that there was likely to be a delay of at least two years before the necessary approval was received for the consecration of the new area.

In the mean time it was considered that a small area of land on the southern border adjacent to the memorial garden could be cleared to provide an additional 25 burial plots.

The estimated cost of preparing the ground was in the region of £600, and, in view of a lack of funds, the Parish Council had been requested to make a financial contribution towards the project.

It was resolved to refer the application to the next meeting of the Finance Committee.

33.
Skate Board Facilities 

The current situation was reviewed. A letter had been written to the Chairman of the Governors at The Willink School, requesting that the decision to refuse permission for the facility to be located o the Willink Recreation Centre be reconsidered, and a reply was awaited.
Further enquiries were to be made in regard to the mobile facility that had been announced by West Berkshire District Council.

34.
BNAG


The minutes of the meeting of BNAG held on 26th April 2005 were received and 

noted. The introduction of Terms of Reference and a rotational donation towards meeting expenses was supported.
Members agreed that the representatives on BNAG should meet with the Community Conciliation service to consider the Auclum Green football issues.

35.
Reports from Parish Representatives on Outside Bodies.

John Gibson.

Reported thanks from the Burghfield and Mortimer 

Volunteer Bureau for the contribution towards traveling 

expenses.

Stephen James

Attended Eastern Area Forum. Burghfield 
administration had been regarded as a successful model for 
a Neighbourhood Action Group.
36.
Parish Council Representation on the Standards Committee

Under the Local Government Act 2000, District Councils were required to establish a Standards Committee as part of the wider Ethical Framework agenda.
An invitation had been received to nominate a representative to serve on the Standards Committee of the District Council.
Resolved that Stephen James be nominated as a representative to serve on the West Berkshire District Council Standards Committee.

37.
Financial Matters

i.
The Bank Reconciliation Statement as at 31st May 2005 was 


introduced and is appended to the official minutes.


ii.
The final accounts for the year ended 31st March 2005 were presented. It 

was agreed that the detail would be examined at a forthcoming meeting of the Finance Committee with a view to the Annual Return being agreed and signed of at the meeting of the Parish Council on 14th July 2005.


iii.
The current financial statement in regard to the pavilion construction was 

reported. The Football Foundation had not as yet paid the first installment 

of the grant outstanding, and the Clerk would be endeavoring to sort out any remaining issues without delay.


iv.
resolved that the items for payment shown on the list attached to the 

minutes be authorised for payment, such sums to be debited to the 

account of the Parish Council.

38.
Items for Information
Items for information included a guide to the events taking place during Trafalgar week end on 21st to 23rd October, and a paper from the Minister of State for Pensions on the subject of age discrimination.

Councillor Stephen James reminded Members that the Village Design Statement event was being keld on Saturday 18th June at the Burghfield Village Hall. 

The February and March Assurance Reports were received from AWE.

39.
Conclusion


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.40 p.m.










Chairman
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