BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Parish Council was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 12th July 2007, commencing at 7.45 p.m.

Present:


Mr. A. Orme (Chairman),

Mrs. C. Jackson-Doerge, Mr. J. Gibson,

Mr. R. Hannington, Mr. S. Hill, Mr. M. Lochrie, Dr. R. Longton, 

Mr. M. Patterson-Borland, Mr. S. James, Mr. J. Valentine,

Mr. D. Woad, Mr. M. Wright.

Apologies: 

Mr. M. Hall (work), Mr. M. Heap (work). 

Mrs. R. Slater (work).
In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council.





No parishioners attended.
 42.
Declarations of Interest
There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a Member to declare either a personal or prejudicial interest. 

 43.
To Receive the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting

Resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 14th June 2007


   be approved as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman

 44.
To consider any matters arising on the minutes


There were no matters arising on the minutes that would not be covered by an 


agenda item.

 45.
Co-option of Parish Councillors


There were no nominations for the existing three vacancies.

 46.
To receive a report from the Chairman on any events attended since the last 


meeting, and other matters of interest to Members

The Chairman and Clerk had met with residents of Sun Gardens, and received comments about the proposal to light the skate board facilities during early evenings in the winter months. Other site management issues had been discussed.

The cycle week event had been successful, and many parishioners had enjoyed the occasion.

 47.
To receive a report from a District Councillor

Dr. Royce Longton gave a brief report on District Council activities.

The Sales Director of Banner Homes had requested an informal meeting with the Parish 

Council to consider their proposal to further develop the site at the bottom of Clayhill 

Road. It was agreed that they be invited to attend the next meeting of the Planning 

Committee on 26th July.

Further attempts would be made to get the District Council graffiti team to remove the 

unacceptable mess on the skate board equipment.

The indiscriminate introduction of road works was queried, but it was explained that the 

work was in accordance with an approved schedule.

 48.
To receive the schedule of Village Hall payments for the month of June 2007.


The Clerk, deputising for the Village Hall Manager, gave a verbal report on the activities 


held in the Hall during June, and answered questions. The financial report is appended 


to the minutes in the official minute book.

 49.
To receive the draft minutes of the meeting of the Village Hall Management 

Committee
The draft minutes of the meeting of the Village Hall Management Committee held on 21st June 2007 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted.
 50.
To receive the draft minutes of the meeting of the Finance and Compliance Committee
The draft minutes of the meeting of the Finance and Compliance Committee held on 21st June 2007 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted.
 51.
To receive the minutes of the meetings of the Planning Committee
The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 14th June 2007 and the draft minutes of the meeting held on 26th June were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted.
 52.
To resolve to adopt the new Code of Conduct for Members with effect from 12th July 2007.
The new model Code has been amended by the inclusion of paragraph 12(2), which provides a parish councillor with the right to make representations, answer questions and give evidence like a member of the public when a member has a prejudicial interest. It will also be necessary to reflect this amendment in Standing Orders. The provision is conditional on allowing the public to speak at meetings. The following is an extract from the Standards Board explanation.

If your authority wishes paragraph 12(2) to apply, it will need to pass a resolution adopting the Model Code of Conduct including paragraph 12(2) or, if your authority is a parish or town council, adopt the Standards Board’s Model Code of Conduct for parish and town councils 2007. It is not enough to adopt, for example, “the Code as applicable to parish councils”, as paragraph 12(2) is not mandatory for parishes and they must therefore expressly ‘opt-in’ for it to have effect. 

If paragraph 12(2) is included in your authority’s Code, the Standards Board recommends that, in order to provide clarity, standing orders or procedural rules should be in place which clearly set out the circumstances in which members of the public can attend meetings of the authority to make representations, give evidence or answer questions. 

If your authority does not provide members of the public with any right to speak, paragraph 12(2) will have no effect at your authority. This means that members with a prejudicial interest would have to continue to leave the meeting after declaring the nature and extent of their interest.

Resolved    i.
That the Parish Council adopts the new Model Code of Conduct with 




effect from 12th July 2007, including paragraph 12(2).

ii.
That all Members be made aware of the requirement to renew their registration of interests. 

iii.
That at the next review period, Standing Orders are amended to reflect the revised procedural requirements for public attending and speaking at meetings.
 53.
To receive the current position in regard to the parish council subsidised PCSO post
The Clerk gave a brief of events leading to the current situation. Mortimer Parish Council had raised a number of queries in regard to the wording of the Draft Agreement between the Thames Valley Police and the three participating parish councils, and he had agreed, in his capacity of Nominated Person, to delay signing until these issues had been resolved. The main queries involved the clarification of the word “incidents”, and the addition of a clause reading “Information to be available to each of the parish councils regarding the time and duration spent in each area over the course of a month by the Special Service PCSO, the time being in proportion to each council’s funding.”
 54.
To consider an item, requested at the last meeting, entitled “Green Issues”.

Resolved to request the Environment and Recreation Committee to consider the subject

   of “Green Issues” at their next meting.
 55.
Financial Matters:

The Final Accounts for the year ended 31st March 2007 had been presented to a meeting 


of the Finance and Compliance Committee on 21st June, and a copy of the Accounts had 


been circulated with the agenda for this meeting.

Resolved
i.
that the Annual Accounts for the year ended 31st March 2007 be 

adopted and that the Chairman and the Responsible Finance Officer be empowered to sign the Annual Return for the year 

ended 31st March 2007.




ii.
that the accounts reconciliation as at 30th June 2007 be noted.




iii.
that the items for payment shown on the list attached to the 
minutes be authorised for payment, such sums to be debited to 
the account of the Parish Council.

 56.
To receive brief verbal reports from Parish Council Representatives attending meetings of Outside Bodies to which they have been appointed.


Councillor Jonathan Gibson had attended a meeting of the Burghfield and 


Mortimer Volunteer Bureau.
Councillor John Valentine had attended a meeting of the West Berkshire Cycle 

Forum.

 57.
To resolve policy on the issue of Parish Councillors identity cards.

It was current Parish Council policy for every Parish Councillor to be issued with an 


identity card confirming that he/she was a serving parish councillor. The policy had 


gradually lapsed, and consideration was given as to whether it was still a necessary 


requirement.


Resolved that Parish Councillors be issued with an identity card if they so desire.

 58.
Conclusion


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.39 p.m.










Chairman
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