BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Parish Council was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 13th July 2006, commencing at 7.45 p.m.

Present:


Mr. A. Orme (Chairman),

Ms. C. Jackson, Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. R. Hannington, 

Mr. M. Heap, Mr. S. Hill, Mr. S. James, 

Mr. M. Lochrie, Dr. R. Longton, Mr. J. Valentine, 

Mr. D. Woad.

Apologies: 

Mrs. L. Jones (holiday), Mr. M. Hall (work),

Mr. M. Paterson-Borland (work),

In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council,





2 Parishioners were present.

Prior to the commencement of the formal business, Doug Mundy, the retiring Chairman, was presented with a tribute by Tony Orme, drawing attention to his hard work, determination and commitment, and flowers were presented to Mrs. Christine Mundy. Doug had been a member of the parish council for over 21 years and Chairman for the past 13 years and during that time had presided over, among many other items, the Parish Plan and the construction of the Millennium Pavilion. 
Tony explained that the view of the Parish Council was that Doug would like, by way of thanks for his time in office, a tree to be planted in his name. Doug was requested to consider the type of tree and a suitable location, when arrangements would be made for a small planting ceremony.
The open session included questions on the way in which the Thames Valley Police were 
dealing with the parish problems as prioritised at the last public meeting and the issues raised by the intention of the Prudential Investment Managers to submits a planning application for 7,500 dwellings in Burghfield.
 41.
Declarations of Interest
There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a Member to declare either a personal or prejudicial interest. 

 42.
Co-option of a Parish Councillor


There were no nominations for the existing 5 vacancies. 
 43.
To Receive the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting
The minutes of the last meeting of the Parish Council held on 8th June 2006, having been circulated, were confirmed a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

 44.
To consider any matters arising on the minutes

The meeting with the representatives of the Parochial Church Council had been held earlier in the evening prior to the current meeting.
 45.
To receive a report from the Chairman on any events attended since the last 
meeting and other matters of interest to Members.
The Chairman reported that he had visited the recent exhibition held by the Prudential Managers, and had been unimpressed by the information available to support their forthcoming planning application for 7,500 dwellings. within the parish of Burghfield.
 46.
To receive a report from a District Councillor.

District Councillor Royce Longton gave a brief verbal report of activities relevant to the 

locality. The Hawksworth Road roundabout had been tidied, and the area around the Old 

Recreation Ground had been cleared 
Following a review by Reading Borough Council there was still forecast an appreciable 

increase in traffic on the Burghfield Road if the proposed alterations to the Inner 

Distribution Road took place.

West Berkshire Council had announced that, with the support of both main political 

groups, it is to develop an all-embracing strategy on climate change issues. An early 

outcome is likely to be the inclusion of policies in the Local Development Framework 
requiring all new build to reach a BREEAM Excellent rating for overall sustainability(the 
highest level), and to provide at least 10% of its energy requirement from on site 
renewables.
Royce was asked questions about the development of a footpath from Burghfield Bridge Close to the Cunning Man.

 47.
To receive the minutes of the meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee

The minutes of the meetings of the Environment and Recreation Committee held on the 15th June 2006 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted.

 48.
To receive the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and Compliance Committee

The minutes of the meeting of the Finance and Compliance Committee held on the 15th June 2006 were received, the proceedings were endorsed and the recommendations formally adopted.
 49.
To receive a report from the Village Hall Manager and the schedule of Village

Hall payments for the month of June 2006.
The Clerk, in the absence of the Village Hall Manager, gave a brief verbal report on the activities held in the Hall during May, and answered questions. The financial report is appended to the minutes in the official minute book.

 50.
To receive the minutes of the meetings of the Planning Committee 
The minutes of the meetings of the Planning Committee held on the 8th and 22nd June 2006 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted.

 51.
To receive the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Action Plan Sub Committee 
The minutes of the meeting of the Parish Action Plan Sub Committee held on the 22nd June 2006 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted.

 52.
To receive the current Risk Assessment Schedule

The updated Risk Assessment Schedule prepared by the Clerk had been circulated prior 

to the meeting. The contents were reviewed and it was resolved to adopt the revised and 

updated Risk Assessment Schedule.
 53.
To resolve the action to be taken in regard to the non delivery of the Parish Newsletter during December 2005.

Following a detailed review of the problems associated with the non delivery of the Parish Newsletter last December, it was proposed by Councillor John Valentine, seconded by Councilor John Gibson and resolved 
i.
that legal advice be sought in regard to commencing compensation recovery 

action against the Surrey and Berkshire Newspaper Group.

ii.
that if the advice was optimistic, then recovery action through the Small Claims Court should be actioned.
 54.
To give consideration to ways in which the Parish Council could promote working relationships with other Local and Public Bodies.

A general discussion resulted in the Clerk being requested to consider the issues raised, and offer a solution to a specific subject.
 55.
To receive brief verbal reports from Parish Council Representatives on Outside 
Bodies
Derek Woad had attended a meeting of the Burghfield Charities and the Public and 

Patients Group.
Roger Hannington had attended a meeting of the Wokefield Common Advisory Committee.

John Valentine had attended a meeting of the West Berkshire Cycle Forum.

 56.
Financial Matters:

Resolved:
i.
that the Annual Accounts for the year ended 31st March 2006 be 

adopted and that the Chairman and the Responsible Finance Officer be empowered to sign the Annual Return for the year 

ended 31st March 2006.




ii.
that the accounts reconciliation as at 30th June 2006. be noted.




iii.
that the items for payment shown on the list attached to the 
minutes be authorised for payment, such sums to be debited to 
the account of the Parish Council.

 57.
Old Recreation Ground – Skate Board Facilities
The Clerk informed Members that, following detailed examination of the appropriate 
legislation ,it had been confirmed by West Berkshire District Council that the Old 
Recreation Ground had Permitted Development for the erection of the skate board 
equipment. The specific wording was contained in the Town and Country Planning 
(General Permitted Development) Order 1995 Part 12, which reads as follows:
Class A Permitted development.


The erection or construction and the maintenance, improvement or other alteration by a local authority or by an urban development corporation of – 


(a) any small ancillary building, works or equipment on land belonging to


or maintained by them required for the purposes of any function exercised by 

them on that land otherwise than as statutory undertakers.

The Interpretation of Class A, in A2 states “The reference in Class A to any small ancillary building, works or equipment is a reference to any ancillary building, works or equipment not exceeding 4 metres in height or 200 cubic metres in capacity. The height of the proposed skate board equipment is 3 metres and the capacity far below 200 cubic metres

The Interpretation of Part 12 reads “Local Authority includes a parish or community council.

The aforementioned detail indicated very clearly that the Parish Council has the required permitted development authority to proceed with the work.
The Clerk was thanked for his detailed and thorough investigations into the situation.
 58.
Conclusion

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.18 p.m.










Chairman
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