BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Parish Council was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 14th July 2005, commencing at 7.45 p.m.

Present:

Mr. D. Mundy (Chairman),

Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. M. Heap, Mr. S. Hill

Mr. M. Lochrie, Mr. A. Orme, Mr. J. Valentine, 

Mr. D. Woad.

Apologies: 

Mr. S. James, Mrs. L. Jones (family), 

Dr. R. Longton, (work), Mr. M. Paterson-Borland (work).

In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council.





4 Parishioners were present.

The Open session, prior to the commencement of the formal business, consisted of a discussion on the proposed official opening of the new pavilion on the Burghfield Common Recreation Ground. Laura Miles confirmed that John Madejski had intimated his willingness to perform the open ceremony on Saturday 3rd September at 11.00 a.m.. There was also a proposal to hold a children’s fun day during the afternoon. Details of a poster and leaflets were discussed, and it was agreed to invite Laura to attend the next meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee the following Thursday when both subjects would be considered in more detail.
40.
Co-option of Parish Councillors


There were no nominations for the 6 vacancies.
41.
Declarations of Interest
There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a Member to declare either a personal or prejudicial interest.

42.
Minutes of the last meeting of the Parish Council

The minutes of the last meeting of the Parish Council held on 12th May 2005, having been circulated, were confirmed a correct record and signed by the 

Chairman.

43.
Matters Arising on the Minutes

i.
The Finance and Compliance Committee had considered the issues referred at the last meeting.
44.
District Council Report
District Councillor Royce Longton had submitted a short written report, read to the meeting by the Chairman. The report is appended to the official minutes.

45.
Chairman’s Questions

There were no questions from members.

46.
Environment and Recreation Committee

The minutes of the meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee

held on the 16th June 2005 were received and the proceedings and the specific recommendation in regard to the location of the temporary mobile skate board facility were endorsed and adopted.

It was resolved that, if the facility became available during the Parish Council recess, then Councillor Tony Orme and the Clerk would arrange for the item to

be located on a suitable area of the Old Recreation Ground.
47.
Planning Committee

The minutes of the meetings of the Planning Committee held on 9th and 23rd June 2005 were received and the proceedings and observations were endorsed and adopted.

48.
West Berkshire District Council Local Development Framework

Resolved that Councillor Derek Woad be appointed to represent the Parish 

    Council at the above strategy meeting to be held at the Newbury Rugby 

    Club on Wednesday 3rd August, commencing at 10.00 a.m.

49.
Village Hall Management

The Village Hall Manager gave a brief verbal report on the activities held in the Hall during June, and answered questions. The financial report is appended to the minutes in the official minute book.

50.
Finance and Compliance Committee

The minutes of the meeting of the Finance and Compliance Committee held on 


16th  June 2005 were received and the proceedings and observations were 

endorsed and adopted.

Resolved that all of the recommendations contained in the above minutes be 

    endorsed.

51.
Proposed Skate Board Facilities
The report of the Environment and Recreation Committee had, earlier during the meeting, been endorsed by the Parish Council, and a brief discussion ensued on the placement of the temporary mobile facility.

It was disappointing that no reply had been received from the Chairman of the Governors at The Willink School or from the Officer Commanding RAF Odiham.

Confirmation was received that West Berkshire District Council had written to the 

Chairman of The Willink School, requesting permission for the permanent skate park facility to be located on the Willink Recreation Centre.

52.
Reports from Parish Representatives on Outside Bodies.
Derek Woad
Derek had attended a meeting at West Berkshire District Council, and presented the Chairman with a tome including reports on the Crime Disorder and Drugs Audit 2001-4,West Berkshire Safety Strategy 2005-8 and the Anti Social Behaviour Strategy 2005-8.
He had also attended a meeting at which planning issues had been raised.
53.
Financial Issues


i.
The Bank Reconciliation Statement as at 30th June 2005 was 


introduced and is appended to the official minutes.

ii.
A copy of the Final Accounts and the entries to be included in the Annual Return had been circulated to all Parish Councillors. 


Resolved that The Chairman and Clerk to the Parish Council be authorised to sign the Annual Return for the year ended 31st March 2005.
iii.
The Clerk gave a verbal report on the current financial position in regard to the construction of the pavilion. The contract completion date was still on target for 25th July, and the overall quality of the work was considered by the Consultant Architect and Quantity Surveyor to be very good.

iv.
Resolved that the items for payment shown on the list attached to the 

minutes be authorised for payment, such sums to be debited to the 

account of the Parish Council.

v.
Resolved that the revised signature mandate required by Lloyds TSB be approved, and that Members sign to indicate their position as authorised signatories to the Parish Council cheque book. The full mandate is appended to the minutes in the official minute book.

54
Items for Information
Correspondence was received from AWE in regard to uranium storage, and from West Berkshire Council who outlined the summer museum activities at Newbury.

55.
Exclusion of the Press and Public

Resolved: that members of the press and public be excluded 

from the meeting during consideration of the following items as there would be disclosure of exempt information of the description contained in paragraph 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972.
PART II
56.
Clerk to the Parish Council and Responsible Finance Officer


The Clerk left the meeting during the discussion and decision on this item.

The meeting of the Finance and Compliance Committee held on 16th June had  given consideration to the need to revise the salary of the Clerk to the Parish Council and Responsible Finance Officer in line with approved salary scales  received from the National Association of Parish Councils and the Society of Local Council Clerks. The revised rates of pay were introduced with effect from, and were back dated to, 1st April 2004. It was noted that the revised scales were applicable prior to April 2004, but the Clerk had not indicated a desire for a review prior to April 2004.

Due to the lack of time available to consider the implications, it had been agreed to circulate to members of the Finance and Compliance Committee the details of the revised scales, together with a copy of the current job description. Members had agreed that a firm proposal would be presented by the Chairman at the July Parish Council meeting.

The details agreed by Members of the Finance committee were presented to the meeting, and following consideration of the various issues it was resolved unanimously that:
i.
The scales applicable to the minimum payment for the degree of work, length of service and additional responsibilities be paid with effect from 1st April 2004. The full details are appended to the minutes in the official minute book.
ii.
A supplementary estimate be approved for the revised remuneration and back pay of the post of Clerk to the Parish Council and Responsible Finance Officer, and the post of temporary part time filing clerk. The full financial details will be included in the review of estimates to be undertaken later in the year.

The Clerk returned to the meeting and resumed office.
57.
Extension of Time for Serving Parish Councillor

Resolved that the approved period of absence for Councillor Lorraine Jones be 
    extended to 31st December 2005.

58.
Conclusion

The Chairman declared the meeting closed 9.23 p.m.










Chairman
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