BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
A meeting of the Parish Council was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 10th January 2008, commencing at 7.45 p.m.

Present:


Mr. A. Orme (Chairman),

Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. M. Hall, Mr. R. Hannington, Mr. S. Hill, 

Mrs. C. Jackson-Doerge, Mr. S. James, Mr. P. Kearney,

Dr. R. Longton, Mr. J. Valentine, Mr. D. Woad, Mr. M. Wright.

Apologies: 

Mr. M. Patterson-Borland (work).

In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council.
Village Hall Manager




PC Matthew Allen
PC Matthew Allen gave a brief report on the need for regular Community Meetings in 

order that parishioners could prioritise the issues of most concern. Assurance was 

forthcoming that a meeting had been arranged for Thursday, 13th March 2008. 
Mr. Anthony Palmer, a resident of Sulhamstead, drew attention to a recent rubbish 

clearance operation undertaken on the Common Allotments. The requirement to clear the 

area had been considered and approved by the Parish Council, and there had been no intention to displace any wildlife from the site, which had been cleared to allow for the take up of additional allotment plots.   
109.
Declarations of Interest
There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a Member to declare either a personal or prejudicial interest. 

 110.
To Receive the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting

Resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 8th November 


   2007 be approved as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman

 111.
To consider any matters arising on the minutes

i.
A reply was still awaited from John Steele, the Planning and Development Manager at AWE Burghfield. Details of the local bridge strengths had been requested and also a follow up on the visit to the AWE establishment.

ii.
West Berkshire District Council had not yet provided information on relation to the appointment of a school crossing patrol across Clayhill Road opposite Garlands School.
 112.
Resignation and Co-option of Parish Councillors

Mrs. Rebecca Slater and Mr. Martin Heap had both submitted their resignation from the 

Parish Council. Martin had been a long standing Councillor, and Members placed on 

record their thanks for his contribution. 
There were no nominations for the three vacancies, which now amounted to six.
 113.
To receive a report from the Chairman on any events attended since the last 


meeting, and other items of interest to Members

The Chairman had no significant activities to report. Questions were invited.

114.
District Council Report
 


Carol Jackson-Doerge had received copies of maps of the Burghfield parish, with a

request that areas affected by the July 2007 floods be marked and returned to the District 

Council. It was agreed that the item would be on the agenda for the next meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee.
Royce Longton referred to the District Council Waste Management Strategy and to the negotiations leading to a new integrated waste contract. The contract was intended to increase West Berkshire’s recycling rate from 22% to over 50%, thus meeting national targets and avoiding increased land fill tax. Food waste would continue to be collected weekly, with recyclable and non recyclable waste collected every two weeks.
There was no firm indication as to when the Paices Hill collection centre would re open.

Royce had joined forces with Martin Salter MP and Reading Councillor Pete Rheumann 
in opposing the Prudential proposal for 7,500 dwellings north of the M4 motorway.

Several hundred Burghfield parishioners had presented a petition to West Berkshire District Council for a pedestrian crossing over the Reading Road near the Forge garage. It was understood that the petition would be considered at the next meeting of the local Area Forum on 24th April.

115.
Village Hall Report


The Village Hall Manager gave a verbal report on the activities held in the Hall during 
November and December, and answered questions. The financial report is appended to the minutes in the official minute book.

116.
To receive the minutes of the Communications and Parish Liaison Committee

The draft minutes of the meeting of the Communications and Parish Liaison Committee held on 15th November 2007 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted.
117.
To receive the minutes of the Environment and Recreation Committee

The draft minutes of the meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee held on 15th November 2007 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted.
It was confirmed that a representative of the Burghfield Residents Association would be present at the next meeting.

118.
To receive the draft minutes of the Planning Committee
The draft minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 22nd November 2007 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted.
119.
To receive the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and Compliance Committee 

held on 22nd November 2007 and to approve the estimates of expenditure for the 

financial year commencing 1st April 2008.

The minutes of the meeting of the Finance and Compliance Committee held on 22nd 

November 2007 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted. Attached to the minutes was a detailed schedule, showing the income and expenditure for the last financial year, the current and protracted positions for the current year and the proposed income and expenditure for the year commencing 1st April 2008.

In addition to the committed revenue finance, there were a number of capital schemes submitted for approval. 


Proposed by Tony Orme, seconded by Royce Longton and Resolved Unanimously that 

the figures shown in the estimates of income and expenditure for the year commencing 1st 
April 2008 be adopted.

120.
To resolve the amount of precept to be served on West Berkshire District Council 
for the financial year commencing 1st April 2008.
Proposed by Royce Longton, seconded by Stephen James and Resolved Unanimously 

that a precept for the sum of £214,500 be served on West Berkshire District Council for 

general purposes for the financial year commencing 1st April 2008.

121.
Financial Matters:

Resolved
i.
that the accounts reconciliation as at 30th November and 31st
December 2007 be received and noted.

ii.
that the items for payment shown on the list attached to the 

minutes be authorised for payment, such sums to be debited to 

the account of the Parish Council.

122.
To receive the Post Office Closure Programme
The Parish Council had previously resolved to actively support the retention of the Post Office services in Burghfield Common. The Post Office Ltd. had now produced a Network Change Programme, showing the Area Plan proposal for West Berkshire and Wiltshire.
The Post Office situated at 1, Recreation Road, Burghfield Common was shown on the list of retained branches, ensuring that parishioners would continue to receive the services of the local office.

123.
To receive brief verbal reports from Parish Council Representatives attending 

meetings of Outside Bodies to which they have been appointed.


Jonathan Gibson had attended a meeting of the Burghfield and Mortimer Volunteer 


Bureau.

John Valentine had attended a meeting of the Berkshire Cycle Forum.

Derek Woad had attended a Parish Planning Architectural meeting.

Mick Hall had attended a meeting of the AWE Liaison Committee.

124.
Clerk’s items for information only
A Flood Protection Products Fair was to be held on Thursday 17th January at Northcroft Leisure Centre, Newbury, between 2.30 p.m. and 8.00 p.m.
A Social Enterprise Workshop was to be held on Thursday 28th February at a Committee Room in the West Berkshire District Council offices, Market Street, Newbury, commencing at 2.00 p.m.

125.
Matters for Future Consideration


No new items emerged for future agenda consideration during an informal discussion.

126.
Conclusion


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9. 48 p.m.










Chairman










14th February 2008
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