BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Parish Council was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 11th January 2007, commencing at 7.45 p.m.

Present:


Mr. A. Orme (Chairman),

Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. M. Hall, Mr. R. Hannington, Mr. S. Hill,
Ms. C. Jackson, Mr. S. James, Mr. M. Lochrie, Mrs. R. Slater,
Mr. J. Valentine, Mr. D. Woad.

Apologies: 

Mr. M. Heap (work), Dr. R. Longton (work),

Mr. M. Patterson-Borland (work).
In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council,





3 Parishioners were present.


Subjects raised during the Open Meeting related to the parish boundary, the PCSO post, 

the Prudential planning application and the proposed Reading Ring Road scheme.
115.
Declarations of Interest
There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a Member to declare either a personal or prejudicial interest. 

116.
Co-option of a Parish Councillor


There were no nominations for the existing five vacancies.
117.
To Receive the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting
The minutes of the last meeting of the Parish Council held on 9th November 2006, having been circulated, were confirmed a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

118.
To consider any matters arising on the minutes

i.
Clayhill Road – Request for School Crossing


No further information had been received from West Berkshire District Council 


since the last meeting. A position statement would be obtained for the next 


meeting.

119.
To receive a report from the Chairman on any events attended since the last 
meeting and other matters of interest to Members

The Chairman referred to the following subjects:

i.
Together with the Chairman of the Planning Committee, he had visited a meeting 


with the Prudential Assurance Co. The meeting had not revealed any significant changes in the previous planning application for 7,500 dwellings in the parish.


ii.
The new development off Clayhill had caused mud to be spread across the road


and the footpath to be obstructed. The District Council had been notified of both 



occurrences and remedial action had been taken.

iii.
Graffiti had been applied to walls in the Hawksworth Road area. The police and District Council had been notified.


iv.
The reporting of anti social activities had been raised with West Berkshire District Council. It appeared that, although the public were urged to report crime, the District Council officers were not encouraged to undertake this activity. Further enquiries would be made.


v.
A recent meeting of the Burghfield and Mortimer Neighbourhood Action Group had confirmed the establishment of a parish council sponsored PCSO post. The post would be shared with Mortimer and Sulhamstead.

120
To receive a report from a District Councillor

A written report was received from District Councillor Royce Longton and is appended to the minutes.
Dr Longton was to be requested to Press the District Council for section 106 contributions from Reading Borough Council towards the cost of the footpath from the Cunning Man to the Burghfield Bridge speed restriction sign.

121.
Village Hall Report
The Village Hall Manager gave a verbal report on the activities held in the Hall during November and December, and answered questions. The financial report is appended to the minutes in the official minute book.
122.
To receive the Minutes of the meeting of the Pavilion Sub Committee 
The meeting of the Pavilion Committee held on 16th  November had not been quorate, but the minutes of the informal proceedings were received and noted.

123.
To receive the minutes of the meeting of the Environment and Recreation 
Committee
The minutes of the meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee held on 16th November 2006 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted
124.
To receive the minutes of the meetings of the Planning Committee
The minutes of the meetings of the Planning Committee held on 9th and 23rd November 

2006 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted.

125.
To receive the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and Compliance Committee held on 30th November2006 and to approve the estimates of expenditure for the financial year commencing 1st April 2007.


The minutes of the meeting of the Finance and Compliance Committee held on 30th 

November 2006 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted. Attached to the minutes was a detailed schedule, showing the income and expenditure for the last financial year, the current and protracted positions for the current year and the proposed income and expenditure for the year commencing 1st April 2007.
In addition to the committed revenue finance, there were a number of capital schemes submitted for approval. 

Proposed by Tony Orme, seconded by John Valentine and Resolved Unanimously that 

the figures shown in the estimates of income and expenditure for the year commencing 1st 
April 2007 be adopted, with the exception of the provision for the post of the Police Community Support Officer. Sulhamstead Parish Council had pledged £1,000 and Mortimer Parish Council had pledged £7,000 towards the annual expenditure of £15,000.
It was therefore possible for Burghfield to reduce the estimated expenditure by £8,000 for the year commencing 1st April 20007.

126.
To resolve the amount of precept to be served on West Berkshire District Council 
for the financial year commencing 1st April 2007.
Proposed by Tony Orme, seconded by Derek Woad and Resolved Unanimously that 
a precept for the sum of £204,500 be served on West Berkshire District Council for 
general purposes for the financial year commencing 1st April 2007.

127.
To give consideration to participation in National Bike Week during June 2007
Councillor John Valentine gave an overview of the likely events that may be  held during National Bike Week. Following an examination of the ways in which the Parish Council could help promote cycling, it was Resolved:

i.
To form a small group consisting of the Chairman and Councillors John 



Valentine and Carol Jackson to investigate the possibility of local 



activities.


ii.
To include a feature in the forthcoming parish magazine.

128.
To receive brief verbal reports from Parish Council Representatives attending 
meetings of Outside Bodies to which they have been appointed
John Gibson had attended a meeting of the Burghfield and Mortimer Volunteer Bureau.

129.
Financial Matters:


Resolved
i.
that the account reconciliations as at 30th November and 31st 





December 2006 be received and noted.




ii.
that the items for payment shown on the list attached to the 
minutes be authorised for payment, such sums to be debited to 
the account of the Parish Council.

130.
Conclusion


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.08 p.m.









Chairman
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