BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Parish Council was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 13th January 2005, commencing at 7.45 p.m.

Present:

Mr. D. Mundy (Chairman),

Mrs. L. Jones, Mr. J. Gibson, ), Mr. R. Hannington 

Mr. M. Heap, Mr. S. James, Mr. M. Lochrie, Mr. A. Orme, 

Mr. J. Valentine, Mr. D. Woad.

Apologies:

Mr. R. Brown (work), Dr. R. Longton (work).

In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council.





79 Parishioners were present.

The Open Session consisted of questions in regard to the provision of skate park facilities within the Parish. The Parish Newsletter had requested parishioners to inform the Parish Council of their views, and the response had been significant. Over 100 e-mails and around 50 letters had, almost without exception, rejected the recreation grounds and urged that the facility be located on the Willink Recreation Centre.
The parishioners who addressed the meeting were equally adamant that the skate board facility should be on the Willink Recreation Centre, and gave a number of reasons for their opinions. The exchange of views included issues on Health and Safety, noise, graffiti, traffic and the desire to retain what little open space at present existed within the parish.
The Chairman thanked all who had attended and assured them that their views would be conveyed to the District Council.

115.
Youth Services


Maryanne Thomas, the Manager of the Theale Youth and Community Centre, 

gave a presentation on the work undertaken by her group in Burghfield during the

past 12 months.

Seven differing provisions had been addressed, and notable progress had been made in the reduction of anti social behaviour. In excess of over 400 hours of regular youth work time had been spent in Burghfield during the year, and visits to Thorpe Park and the Natural Adventure Sports Show in addition to transportation to Reading had been arranged. The Youth Team had taken a predominant part in the lead up to the last petition for skate board facilities and had helped with fund raising.
Projects including cycle maintenance, conservation and animal care, and babysitting courses had been established, all being accreditable towards the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.

Maryanne was thanked for her attendance and for the interesting information 

116.
Co-option of Parish Councillors.
There were no current nominations for the 7 vacancies, but 3 parishioners addressed the meeting on their future intentions to seek nomination.

117.
Declarations of Interest
Councillor Steven James declared a personal interest in regard to the Old Recreation Ground Skate Board facilities.

118.
Minutes of the last meeting of the Parish Council


The minutes of the last meeting of the Parish Council held on 11th November 

2004, having been circulated, were confirmed a correct record and signed by the 

Chairman.

119.
Matters Arising on the Minutes

There were no matters arising on the minutes that were not covered by an agenda

item.

120.
District Council Report

The Chairman read to the meeting a written report submitted by District Councillor Royce Longton. The full report is appended to the minutes in the official minute book.
121.
Parish Skate Board Facilities
Councillor Tony Orme had prepared and circulated a paper entitled “Burghfield  Skate board Park - Preliminary Findings of Public Consultation”, and the contents were reviewed. The main aspect had been the response to the request in the Parish Magazine for views to be expressed on the location for the Park, and thanks were recorded for the additional work undertaken by the Clerk in replying to over 100 emails and 50 letters on the subject.

The overwhelming majority of views expressed favoured the Willink Recreation Centre. Opposition to Auclum Green was contained in around 90% of the communications, and the Old Recreation Ground was still strongly opposed by those living nearby.
The Parish Council had, some while ago, expressed strong support for a Skate Board Park within the parish, but had always stated that it would be influenced by the strength of parishioners opinion.

Following a debate on the relevant issues it was resolved to:


i.
Thank Tony Orme for his report and adopt the findings and 

conclusion contained therein.



ii.
Request the West Berkshire District Council to accommodate the 




Skatepark facilities on recreational land within the confines of the 

Willink Recreation Centre.
122.
Chairman’s Questions

The Chairman thanked the Clerk for the production of the recent issue of the Parish Magazine and Members for the delivery schedules that they had undertaken. He expressed the desire to seek an improved method of distribution in the future.
123.
Environment and Recreation Committee

The minutes of the meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee

held on the 20th November 2004 were received and the proceedings and recommendations were endorsed and adopted.

124.
Planning Committee

The minutes of the meetings of the Planning Committee held on 27th November 2004 were received and the proceedings and observations were endorsed and adopted.

125.
Finance Committee

The minutes of the meeting of the Finance Committee held on the 6th January 2005 were received and the proceedings and recommendations were endorsed and adopted. The recommendations resolved were:


i.
that a budget comprising the revenue requirements and provisions 

for additional sporting facilities be set at £90.000 for the financial year commencing 1st April 2005.
ii.
that a precept in the sum of £90,00 be served upon West Berkshire District Council for general purposes for the financial year commencing 1st April 2005.
126.
Replacement Pavilion

A series of detailed reports had been considered by the Environment Committee and the Parish Council over the past years, and the procedure whereby the tenders selected at the last tendering exercise, prior to the application for grant to the Football Foundation, were reevaluated, had been accepted by all professional advisers concerned with the project.
The Clerk explained the work that had been done in preparing the approved bill of quantities, leading to the estimate to the Football Foundation and finally the receipt of the final tender figure.
The Architect and Quantity Surveyor had both approved the final negotiated tender and the builder was known to them both as delivering good quality work.

Resolved that Feltham Construction Ltd. be appointed to construct the pavilion on the Common Recreation Ground for a firm price sum of £199,547.97 plus VAT,

and that the Clerk be empowered as follows.

i. 
To send a Letter of Intent to Feltham Construction Ltd, granting them permission to commence work on the agreed portion of the Common Recreation Ground on Monday 7th February 2005.

ii
To sign the contract in the form of the JCT Agreement for Minor Building Works.

iii.
To represent the Parish Council at all site meetings and other meetings as required or deemed necessary during the time of the construction work.
127.
Village Hall Management Committee

The Clerk, in the absence of the Village Hall Manager, gave a brief resume of the activities at the Village Hall since the last meeting. The details are appended to the minutes.

Attempts were being made to recruit a part time hall cleaner, and the position would be advertised locally.

128.
Burghfield Neighbourhood Action Group


The minutes of the meeting of the Burghfield Neighbourhood Action Group

held on 30th November 2004 were received and noted.

129.
Parish Council Representation on Outside Bodies

Councillor John Gibson had attended a meeting of the Burghfield and Mortimer Volunteer Bureau.
Councillor Steve James had attended a meeting of the Eastern Area Planning Committee and also a meeting to review the Parish Action Plan at the offices of West Berkshire District Council.

Councillor John Valentine had attended the inaugural meeting of SEEDA at the offices of Wokingham District Council.

130.
Financial Matters 


The Account Reconciliation Statement as at 31st December 2004 was received.
            The Clerk explained the current position in regard to the VAT registration for the Common Recreation Ground and the Pavilion. The application had been sent to the Customs and Excise department at Wolverhampton and the Royal Mail Special Delivery system had confirmed that it had been delivered. The revised VAT claims procedures were briefly outlined.

Resolved
i.
that a request from the Kidz on Wheelz for a donation towards the delivery of the Parish Magazine be approved in accordance with the provisions of Sect 137 of the Local Government Act, 1972, as amended, and that the donation be in the sum of £100.00.
ii.
that a request from the Garlands School for a donation towards the purchase of a salt bin be approved in accordance with the provisions of Sect 137 of the Local Government Act, 1972, as amended, and that the donation be in the sum of £100.00.
iii.
that the items shown on the list attached to the minutes be authorised for payment, such sums to be debited to the account of the Parish Council.

131
Conclusion


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.46 p.m.








Chairman
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