BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Parish Council was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 8th February 2007, commencing at 7.45 p.m.

Present:


Mr. A. Orme (Chairman),

Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. M. Hall, Mr. R. Hannington, Mr. S. Hill,
Mr. S. James, Mr. M. Lochrie, Dr. R. Longton, 

Mr. M. Patterson-Borland, Mr. D. Woad.

Apologies: 

Mrs. R. Slater (work), Mr. M. Heap (work), 
Mr. J. Valentine (work).
In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council,





4 Parishioners were present.


Mr. Chris Gales, a resident of Holybrook Parish, addressed the meeting on the subject of
the creation of a Nature Reserve on the land on which the Prudential proposed to build, subject to planning permission, 7,500 dwellings. Mr. Gales asked the Parish Council to be active in supporting the project and to notify Holybrook Parish Council accordingly.

The requirement for Reading Buses to be given the correct fare on routes to and from Reading was criticised. It was considered to be unfair to people not familiar with the charging structure, and no information was available at the bus stops.

131.
Declarations of Interest
There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a Member to declare either a personal or prejudicial interest. 
132.
To Receive the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting
The minutes of the last meeting of the Parish Council held on 11th January 2007, having been circulated, were confirmed a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

133.
To consider any matters arising on the minutes

i.
Clayhill Road – Request for School Crossing


No further information had been received from West Berkshire District Council 

since the last meeting. It had been anticipated that a position statement would be obtained for the current meeting, but this had not materialised, and Garlands School had not been contacted as had been assured.
134.
To receive a report from the Chairman on any events attended since the last 
meeting and other matters of interest to Members

The Chairman referred to the following subjects:


i.
A tree growing on Badgers Glade had fallen during the recent gales


and prompt action had been taken by the Parish Council tree surgeons. A 


survey had been commissioned in regard to the condition of trees on 


Badgers Glade and School Firs.
ii.
A number of burglaries had taken place throughout the parish, and complaints about the lack of police presence had been received by the Chairman. Car thefts and vandalism had also increased.

135.
To receive a report from a District Councillor

Dr. Royce Longton reported on relevant District Council activities.
The Council Tax for the District Council expenditure would be increased by 2.8%. with 

effect from 1st April 2007. Local issues included the planning application at 45 Clayhill 
Road, the section 106 contribution by Reading Borough Council towards the footpath in 
the Burghfield Bridge area, and the road markings on Hollybush Lane out of Garlands 
Close.
The Parish Council request for the resurfacing of Amners Farm Road and part of 

Theale Road had been supported.

There followed a short question and answer session.

136.
To receive the minutes of the meeting of the Pavilion Sub Committee
The minutes of the meeting of the Pavilion Sub Committee held on 18th January 2007 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted.
137.
To receive the minutes of the meeting of the Environment and Recreation 

Committee 

The minutes of the meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee held on 18th January 2007 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted.
138.
To receive the minutes of the meeting of the Village Hall Management Committee

The minutes of the meeting of the Village Hall Management Committee held on 25th January 2007 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted.
139.
Village Hall Report
The Village Hall Manager gave a verbal report on the activities held in the Hall during January, and answered questions. The financial report is appended to the minutes in the official minute book.
The contract for the construction of the toilet for the disabled had been awarded to 

Cranston and Hamblin, and work had commenced, in accordance with the agreed schedule, on 5th February.

140.
To receive the minutes of the meetings of the Planning Committee
The minutes of the meetings of the Planning Committee held on 11th and 25th January 2007 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted.
141.
To appoint the Clerk to the Parish Council to act as the Contact Officer in 

accordance with section 11 of the contract Terms and Conditions between the 

Thames Valley Police and the Parish Council in regard to the subsidised PCSO 

post.
The Clerk reported on the activities to date in regard to the preparation of the documentation for the provision of a parish council subsidised police community support officer. The contract terms and conditions had been drafted, and section 11 referred to the responsibilities of the Parish Council in appointing a Contact Officer to represent it in the following situations:
i.
In respect to all matters relating to the Agreement.

ii.
To liaise with the police officer appointed in pursuant to clause 10.3 (The 


Operational Commander will appoint a police officer who will be responsible for liaison 


with the Parish Council on all matters direct and indirect pertaining to the Special 


Service including the resolution of any disputes.)

iii.
To liaise on all financial matters.

iv.
To liaise with the LPA Commander in the resolution of any disputes.

Resolved that the Clerk to the Parish Council be appointed to the position of Contact 


   Officer in accordance with the requirements contained in section 11 of the 


   Contract Terms and Conditions between the Thames Valley Police and 


   Burghfield Parish Council in regard to the items listed above.
Members recorded their appreciation of the work undertaken by the Clerk in regard to the above transaction.

142.
To give initial consideration to a tentative proposal that a Nature Reserve should be created from Burghfield through Holybrook to the M4 on land subject to the Prudential planning application for 7,500 dwellings.
Mr. Chris Gales had addressed members during the earlier open meeting session, and the issues raised during that session were reviewed. Following consideration of the various issues, including land ownership, costs and ongoing maintenance, it was proposed by Royce Longton, seconded by Matthew Patterson-Borland and Resolved unanimously
that Holybrook Parish Council be informed that Burghfield Parish Council strongly supported the proposal and welcomed the opportunity for Holybrook Parish Council to state their position.

143.
To receive brief verbal reports from Parish Council Representatives attending meetings of Outside Bodies to which they have been appointed.

John Gibson had attended a meeting of the Burghfield and Mortimer Volunteer Bureau.
Royce Longton had attended a meeting of the Willink Recreation Centre.

Derek Woad had attended a meeting of Burghfield Charities.

144.
Financial Matters:


Resolved
i.
that the account reconciliation as at 31st January 2007 be 





received and noted.




ii.
that the items for payment shown on the list attached to the 
minutes be authorised for payment, such sums to be debited to 
the account of the Parish Council.

145.
Items for Information Only
A formal request had been received from the Burghfield Residents Association for permission to use the Hatch Recreation Ground for the May Fayre on 12th and 13th May 2007.

Burghfield Library was hosting a talk on Evacuees of the Second World War on Thursday 15th February, commencing at 7.30 p.m.
146.
Conclusion


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.56 p.m.










Chairman
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