BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Parish Council was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 10th February 2005, commencing at 7.45 p.m.

Present:

Mr. D. Mundy (Chairman),

Mrs. L. Jones, Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. R. Hannington 

Mr. M. Heap, Mr. S. James, Mr. M. Lochrie, Mr. A. Orme, 

Mr. D. Woad.

Apologies:

Mr. R. Brown (work), Dr. R. Longton (work).




Mr. J. Valentine(holiday).
In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council.





4 Parishioners were present.

The Open Session consisted of questions in regard to the provision of skate park facilities within the parish, traffic management issues along Woodlands Avenue and Pine Ridge Road, and the non functioning traffic lights at the Hollybush Lane Crossroads.
132.
Co-option of Parish Councillor
Resolved that Matthew Paterson-Borland be co-opted as a Parish Councillor for 

    the Parish of Burghfield for the ensuing term of office.
133.
Appointment of Parish Councillor to a Committee


Resolved that Matthew Paterson-Borland be appointed to serve on the Planning 

    Committee for the duration of the current municipal year.

134.
Declarations of Interest
Councillor Steven James declared a personal interest in regard to the proposed skate board facilities.

135.
Minutes of the last meeting of the Parish Council


The minutes of the last meeting of the Parish Council held on 13th January 
2005, having been circulated, were confirmed a correct record and signed by the 

Chairman.

136.
Matters Arising on the Minutes

There were no matters arising on the minutes that were not covered by an agenda

item.

137.
District Council Report

The Chairman read to the meeting a written report submitted by District Councillor Royce Longton. A copy of the report was distributed to Members and is appended to the minutes in the official minute book.

Councilor Tony Orme expressed a personal view that political issues should be excluded from the District Council report.

138.
Parish Skate Board Facilities


The Clerk reiterated the situation that had been explained during the open 

meeting.


Following the decision of the Parish Council to write requesting the District 

Council to accommodate the skate board facility within the Willink Recreation 

Centre, a detailed request, containing information gathered following the 

consultation exercise, had been submitted. A reply had been received, inviting the Parish Council to appoint representatives to attend a meeting together with the Head of Willink School, District Council Ward Members and Senior District Council staff to help the decision making process. The invitation to attend the meeting had already been accepted in principle by the Clerk, subject to the acceptance by Members.
Resolved
i.
that the action of the Clerk be approved and supported.


ii.
that the Members of the Skate Park Facilities Sub 

Committee be appointed to attend the meeting with the 

West Berkshire District Council.

139.
Chairman’s Questions


The Chairman commented favourably on the fact that work had commenced on

the construction of the pavilion on the Common Recreation Ground and the

erection of the slide on the Wells Recreation Ground, both activities in accordance with dates previously arranged with the contractors.
140.
Environment and Recreation Committee

The minutes of the meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee

held on the 20th January 2005 were received and the proceedings and recommendations were endorsed and adopted.

141.
Planning Committee

The minutes of the meetings of the Planning Committee held on 27th January 2005 were received and the proceedings and observations were endorsed and adopted.

Resolved that the recommendations in regard to the Rural Housing trust be 

    approved and the request for the local survey be requested.
142.
Village Hall Management Committee

The Village Hall Manager gave a brief resume of the activities at the Village Hall since the last meeting. The details are appended to the minutes.

Difficulty had been experienced in conforming with Financial Regulations in getting the three quotations for the provision of the ramps required in order to comply with the Disability Discrimination Act. A meeting of the Village Hall Management Committee was to be convened in order to consider the issues and 

resolve the problem.

143.
St. Mary the Virgin, Extension of Churchyard

Correspondence had been received from the Parochial Church Council, explaining 

that the planning permission for the extension of the churchyard contained a 

condition restricting burials to within 30 metres of any watercourse or within 10 metres of any field drain. The condition applied to 75% of the new area. The PCC had contacted the Environment Agency and been advised that if they obtained risk assessments in order to confirm that there would be no contamination, then it may be possible to get the condition modified. The Parochial Church Council had requested that the Parish Council give consideration to funding the cost of the risk assessment exercise.
The Parochial Church Council had also requested that a meeting be arranged with Parish Council representatives in order to consider a way forward.

Resolved
i.
that the Chairman and Councillors Derek Woad and Steven 




James be appointed to meet with the Parochial Church 

Council.




ii.
that a report from the above meeting be brought to the 





next meeting of the Parish Council.

144.
Freedom of Information Act – General Right of Access – 2005

Councillor Tony Orme drew attention to the additional work that the above Act may impose on the position of Clerk to the Parish Council, Recent legislative requirements and Parish Council objectives had already caused a considerable increase, as indicated by the work involved in the production of the Parish Plan, the pavilion project and the production of the first edition of the Parish Magazine.
It was agreed that the additional duties and responsibilities would be evaluated along with the normal work load, with a view to reviewing the remuneration and improving the administrative support. The problems associated with not having a parish office were acknowledged.

A report will be produced for the next meeting of the Parish Council.

145.
Burghfield Neighbourhood Action Group


The minutes of the meeting of the Burghfield Neighbourhood Action Group

held on 25th January 2005 were received and noted.

146.
Parish Council Representation on Outside Bodies


Councillor Stephen James had represented the Parish Council on the following

occasions:


24th January
Burghfield Charities.

24th January
Kennet Valley Protection Group.

2nd February
Eastern Area Planning. To speak in regard to the Homestead 

application.

3rd February
Sulhamstead and Ufton Nervet Parish Plan launch event - Neighbouring Parish.


7th February 
South East Plan seminar at West Berkshire Council offices.
147.
Financial Administration


The Account Reconciliation Statement as at 31st January 2004 was received. and 

noted. It is appended to the minutes in the official minute book.

            The Clerk explained the current position in regard to the VAT registration for the 

Common Recreation Ground and the Pavilion. Customs and Excise had requested 
a list of names and addresses of all parish councillors in order to assist their 

deliberations. Formal approval had not yet been received.

Resolved
i.
that a request from the Burghfield Residents Association for a donation towards the cost of a marquee for the May Fayre be approved in accordance with the provisions of Sect 137 of the Local Government Act, 1972, as amended, and that the donation be in the sum of £500.00.

ii.
that a request from the Berkshire County Blind Society for a donation towards the support of the visually impaired within the parish be approved in accordance with the provisions of Sect 137 of the Local Government Act, 1972, as amended, and that the donation be in the sum of £200.00.

iii.
that a request from the Burghfield and Mortimer Friday Club for a donation towards the support of parishioners be approved in accordance with the provisions of Sect 137 of the Local Government Act, 1972, as amended, and that the donation be in the sum of £200.00.

iv.
that a request from Relate Berkshire for a donation towards the support of consulted parishioners be approved in accordance with the provisions of Sect 137 of the Local Government Act, 1972, as amended, and that the donation be in the sum of £120.00.

v.
that the items shown on the list attached to the minutes be authorised for payment, such sums to be debited to the account of the Parish Council.

148
Items for Information Only
A news sheet received from Inspector Andy Talbot on the subject of powered scooters was received and noted
A letter giving the results of the consultation on Anti Social Drinking Legislation was received and noted. The subject would be taken up by the Environment Committee.

A letter received from Community Action West Berkshire on the subject of Village Cars was received and noted.

149.
Conclusion


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.07 p.m.










Chairman
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