BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
A meeting of the Parish Council was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 10th April 2008, commencing at 7.40 p.m.

Present:


Mr. A. Orme (Chairman),

Mr. R. Hannington, Mr. M. Hall, Mr. S. Hill, Mr. S. James, 

Mr. P. Lawrence, Dr. R. Longton, 

Mr. M. Patterson-Borland,  Mr. D. Woad, Mr. M. Wright.

Apologies: 

Mrs. C. Jackson-Doerge(work), Mr. P. Kearney (work), 




Mr. J. Valentine (holiday), Mr. J. Gibson (personal).

In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council.





No Parishioners


Open Meeting

Due to the absence of parishioners, the Open Meeting was inappropriate.

159.
Declarations of Interest
There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a Member to declare either a personal or prejudicial interest. 
160.
To Receive the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting
Resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 13th March 


   2008 be approved as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman

161.
To consider any matters arising on the minutes
i.
West Berkshire District Council had now confirmed  the appointment of a school crossing patrol across Clayhill Road opposite Garlands School. It remained for the appointments to be made and for the appropriate training to be given.

162.
Co-option of Parish Councillors
There were no nominations for the existing 4 vacancies.
163.
To receive a report from the Chairman on any events attended since the last 


meeting, and other items of interest
The Chairman reported on the situation at Badgers Glade, referring to an agenda item later during the meeting.

164.
District Council Report
 


Dr. Royce Longton reported on local issues relating to District Council policy.

Confirmation had been received that Amners Farm road would be resurfaced during the 2008/2009 municipal year.

The new waste management with Veolia had commenced, and in line with the District Council waste strategy, the new contract provided for plastic bottles to be collected for recycling in addition to the previous glass, cans and paper. In addition to the existing black wheelie bin, each household would be given a green box for paper and cardboard and second one for glass. A green sack would be provided for cans and plastic bottles, and another, green, wheelie bin for garden waste.
The District Council is consulting on locations for new housing. Development over the next 20 years would be near to major towns, but more than 1,000 homes would have to be provided in the rural areas. The District Council classed Burghfield as a “Rural Service Centre”, being a community with a considerable range of services such as schools, shops, jobs and transport links to larger towns. All local residents were urged to respond to the consultation exercise. The forms could be obtained from the Burghfield Common Public Library or from the web site www.westberks.gov.uk 
165.
Village Hall Management Committee
The draft minutes of the meeting of the Village Hall Management Committee held on 27th March 2008 were received, the proceedings endorsed and adopted, and the recommendations in regard to the type of replacement heating system and the ear marked reserve unanimously endorsed. 

The Village Hall Manager’s report was received and noted, and the details appended in the official minute book. 

166.
To Receive the Minutes of the Planning Committee


The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 13th March and the draft minutes for the meeting held on 27th March 2008 were received and the proceedings endorsed and adopted. It was resolved that the specific recommendation in regard to the Rural Housing Trust be deferred to the end of the meeting. 
167.
To Receive the Minutes of the Finance and Compliance Committee


The draft minutes of the Finance and Compliance Committee meeting held on 20th March 2008 were received and the proceedings endorsed and adopted.

168.
To receive a current situation report on the Badgers Glade trees.

The Clerk reported on the current position in regard to the trees on Badgers Glade. The previous meeting of the Council had received a detailed report and had resolved to take no further action in regard to the removal of trees until such time as the full legal position had been ascertained. The District Council had since given verbal permission to Mike Kelly, the Consultant commissioned to report on the condition of the trees during May 2007, to allow specific felling. Taking into account the amount of time since the report had been prepared and the delays encountered with the District Council, a decision had been taken to allow a small number of trees to be felled in the area between the Badgers Glade development and the Reading Road. This action complied with the first stage of the report and also allowed the Parish Council to comply with the requirements of the RSPB bird nesting conditions and the legislation in regard to the protection of badgers.


Thanks were recorded for the work undertaken by Doug Mundy in over viewing the work and liaising with Graham Butler in regard to the work activities. 

169.
 Financial Matters


Resolved
i.
that the draft accounts reconciliation as at 31st March 2008 be

received and noted.

ii.
that the items for payment shown on the list attached to the 

minutes be authorised for payment, such sums to be debited to
the account of the Parish Council.

170.
To receive a request from the Burghfield and Mortimer Neighbourhood Action 

Group for consideration to be given to the provision of accommodation where
 youngsters could gather in safety.

The meeting of the Burghfield and Mortimer Neighbourhood Action Group held on 1st
April had requested that the Parish Council give consideration to the provision of

accommodation where local youngsters could gather in safety. Warmth and light would be the basic features in addition to the safety aspects.
A review of past decisions led to the following conclusions:

· A youth shelter had been erected on the Common Recreation Ground. Although this had originally been partly enclosed, the back had been subject to severe criminal damage, and the shelter was now more open to the elements.

· Substantial Skate Board facilities had been provided at the Old Recreation Ground.

· The Parish Council paid for the use of the village hall by the local youth club on Monday evenings throughout the year.

· The Parish Council had recently resolved to support a local Youth Forum, and
active consideration was being given to the most appropriate way to elect the Forum and to its powers and proceedings. The venue for the Forum meetings would provide for a gathering place for the members.
The conclusion, after examining the above actions, was that the Parish Council would continue to engage with the young people of the parish, and assist in seeking to find solutions to the present problems. It was resolved that the Parish Council were unable to find, within the parish, the type of accommodation required by the BMNAG meeting, and that they be informed accordingly.  
171.
Clerk’s items for information only 

i.
The next meeting of the Kennet and Pang Valley Area Forum would be held on 23rd April at Beenham Village Hall, commencing at 6.30 p.m.

ii.
West Berkshire District Council were promoting a free evening for youngsters at Newbury Library, The Wharf, Newbury on Wednesday 30th April, commencing at 6.30 p.m.
172.
Exclusion of the Press and Public


Motion proposed by Chairman Tony Orme and seconded by Councillor Stephen James. 


“that members of the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the under 


mentioned item of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of 


exempt information as contained in Paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local 


Government Act 1972, as amended by the Local Government (Access to information) 


(Variation) Order 2006.”

173.
Rural Housing Trust 

Alison Read, the Rural Housing Trust Area Programme Manager, had visited the sites originally selected for further examination and had submitted her views to the District Council Planning Department. Details had been received and the Parish Council was now invited to give consideration to the recommendations from the RHT.

Resolved that the Parish Council endorse the recommendations contained within

   the report, and that the Rural Housing Trust be requested to take the plan 
   forward, subject to agreement with the District Council that the RHT policies 
   on housing acquisition be upheld. 

174.
Conclusion


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.56 p.m.










Chairman
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