BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Parish Council was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 14th April 2005, commencing at 7.45 p.m.

Present:

Mr. D. Mundy (Chairman),

Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. M. Heap, Mr. S. James, Mr. M. Lochrie, Mr. A. Orme, Mr. M. Paterson-Borland, Mr. J. Valentine, Mr. D. Woad.

Apologies:

Mr. R. Brown (work), Mrs. L. Jones (family)

Dr. R. Longton (work).

In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council.




Village Hall Manager





5 Parishioners were present.

The Open session consisted of questions in regard to the selection of a location for the proposed skate park facilities, and the partly obscured speed(safety?) camera on the Reading Road.

165.
Co-option of Parish Councillor

Resolved that Mr. Stephen Hill, 24, Burdock Close, Burghfield Common be co-

opted to serve as a Parish Councillor for the current term of office.
166.
Appointment of Parish Councillor to a Committee

Resolved that Mr. Stephen Hill be appointed to serve on the Planning Committee 

for the duration of the current municipal year.

167.
Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest. on any item featured on the agenda.
168.
Minutes of the last meeting of the Parish Council

The minutes of the last meeting of the Parish Council held on 10th March 2005, having been circulated, were confirmed a correct record and signed by the 

Chairman.

169.
Matters Arising on the Minutes

i.
The envelopes had been received from the Rural Housing Trust. The leaflets were awaited. Both would be delivered with the Parish Magazine.
ii.
The Parochial Church Council had not yet called the meeting with Parish Council representatives to consider the extension of the churchyard burial


area.
170.
District Council Report

The Chairman read to the meeting a written report submitted by District Councillor Royce Longton. A copy of the report was is appended to the minutes in the official minute book. 

171.
Chairman’s Questions
The Chairman expressed concern at the nature of calls, about the fair, that had been received at his home during his recent holiday. Whilst appreciating that the office of Chairman put him in the public arena, he did not believe that abusive calls should be directed to members of the family.
Parishioners in the Hatch area had contended that more notice should have been given. The Chairman pointed out that its arrival was published in the Evening Post and had been considered and detailed in the Council minutes. It was acknowledged that advance notices had not been displayed on the local parish notice boards.
The Chairman was asked to ensure that the ground would be in a fit condition for the forthcoming May Fayre. He confirmed that the ground would be inspected and renovation work would commence at the earliest opportunity.

Attention was drawn to an item in the latest edition of Focus, the Liberal Democrat Newsletter for Sulhamstead and Burghfield. It was contended that the leading article placed undue emphasis on the provision of funds by West Berkshire District Council, and totally omitted the major contribution from the Parish Council towards the new pavilion project.
It was proposed by Tony Orme, seconded by Michael Lochrie and resolved unanimously that the attention of the Liberal Democrat Agent should be directed to the item with a request to explain the reason for the selected wording.
172.
Environment and Recreation Committee

The minutes of the meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee

held on the 17th March 2005 were received and the proceedings and recommendations were endorsed and adopted.

Arising on the minutes, Councillor John Valentine requested that further consideration be given to the proposal to alter the road lay out in the area around the Hatch Recreation Ground.

173.
Planning Committee

The minutes of the meetings of the Planning Committee held on 10th and 24th March 2005 were received and the proceedings and observations were endorsed and adopted.

Resolved
i.
That the Parish Action Plan be circulated to all members 

with a request that members stipulate their particular area 

of interest and return to the Clerk within the next seven 
days of receipt of the document.



ii.
That the proposed Open Day for display of the Village 

Design Statement, now altered to the 18th June, be 

approved, and that the occasion be shared with the Thames 

Valley Police for an update on local policing arrangements 

and conditions.
174.
Village Hall Manager’s Report


The Village Hall Manager gave a brief verbal report on the activities held in the 

Hall during March, and answered questions. The financial report is appended to 

the minutes in the official minute book.

The ramps had been installed at the three entrances, and the lights had been reconfigured. The damaged window had been temporarily repaired, and a new double glazed glass insert was shortly to be installed.

An alleged accident involving a motorist and the edge of the new ramp at the front of the village hall had been referred to the builder for direct settlement.
Several defects had been reported in regard to the ramps and the associated guide rails, and a post contract site meeting would be arranged.

175.
Hatch Recreation Ground – Fair

This item had been discussed at some length during the Chairman’s question time, and no further issues were raised.

Councillor Tony Orme had collected £350.00 in cash from the owner of Masons, and the money was handed to the Clerk for banking.

176.
Skate Park Facilities

The earlier open session had been given the latest position statement. A reply was still awaited from West Berkshire District Council in regard to the Auclum Green site. Verbal confirmation had been received by the Clerk that the Governors of Willink School had unanimously rejected the Willink Recreation Ground site on the grounds of safety.
The Clerk confirmed that RoSPA would be inspecting the Old Recreation Ground and would be giving advise on the suitability of the location for a skate park.

177.
Parish Magazine

The contributions for the Parish Magazine had not exactly flowed in, but it was now being compiled, with a view to distribution during May.
The process of distribution had not been finally agreed. Royal Mail had expressed difficulty in distribution over part past code areas, and were not prepared to accept inserts. Other distribution methods would be considered.

178.
BNAG

The minutes of the last meeting were not yet to hand.

179.
Citizen Engagement and Public Services. Vibrant Local Leadership

The above documents, received from the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister, 

were part of the development of local vision, the future strategy of local 

government.  The documents proposed a national framework which would be the foundation for a neighbourhood charter and discussed a menu of options from which neighbourhoods could choose appropriate options for action. 

The publications were not consultation documents, but part of a debate that would be continued in a series of national and regional seminars, workshops and meetings with local government and representatives of the public, private, voluntary and community sectors over the coming months.

180.
Brief Verbal Reports from Parish Council Representatives on Outside Bodies

The following reports were received.

John Gibson had attended a meeting of the Burghfield and Mortimer Volunteer Bureau. They were still in need of drivers.

Stephen James had liaised with the District Council on a number of planning issues.
Derek Woad had attended the District/Council conference. 

Doug Mundy tabled an AWE report on Radioactive Substances., received from the Environment Agency. It proposed that the procedures whereby AWE disposed of radioactive waste should be reviewed.

181.
Financial Matters


The Account Reconciliation Statements for the Parish Council and Village Hall 

bank accounts as at 31st March  2005 were received. and noted. They are 

appended to the minutes in the official minute book.


The draft final accounts were presented for the year ended 31st March 2005.

The figures, which were subject to both internal and external audit, were briefly reviewed and the Clerk explained the current position in regard to the pavilion project.
The VAT Registration Certificate had been received. It had been applied for on 6th December 2004, and the date of issue was 7th April 2005, to take effect from 1st January 2005. Different accounting procedures had already been introduced to facilitate the different method of VAT claim

Further correspondence had been received from West Berkshire District Council in regard to the payment of the section 106 agreement amount towards the construction of the pavilion. Notwithstanding the fact that the clerk had been in regular verbal and written contact on the subject, it had now been requested that a formal minute be established to confirm the name of the person authorised to sign the letter of acknowledgement of the basis on which the money was paid.
Resolved   i.
that the Clerk to the Parish Council be authorised to sign the letter
to be sent to West Berkshire District Council acknowledging the 

conditions under which the section 106 contribution would be paid.



     ii.
that the Clerk to the Parish Council be authorised to write and 

sign the letter confirming the above detailed letter.



    iii.
that the Clerk to the Parish Council  be authorised to send to the 

District Council a certified copy of this minute number 181.


    iv.
that the items for payment shown on the list attached to the 

minutes be authorised for payment, such sums to be debited to the 

account of the Parish Council.

182.
Planning Roadshows
The following members were appointed to represent the Parish Council at a District Council Planning Roadshow to be held at Bradfield Village Hall on Monday 6th June, commencing at 6.30 p.m.


Stephen James, Matthew Paterson-Borland, Derek Woad,

183.
Conclusion


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9 21.p.m.









Chairman
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