
BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
A meeting of the Parish Council was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 8 October 2009, commencing at 7.45 p.m.

Present:


Mr. J. Valentine (Chairman),




Miss. M. Cresser, Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. C. Greaves, Mr. M. Hall, 



Mr. S. Hill, Mr. S. James, Mr. P. Lawrence,




Mr. A Orme, Mr. M. Patterson-Borland, 




Mr. D. Woad, Mr. M. Wright.


Apologies:

Dr. R. Longton, Mr. I. MacFarlane.




In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council, Village Hall Manager.





1 parishioner.

Open Meeting


Mr. Bernard Weatherall asked if the Parish Council had received a reply from West 
Berkshire District Council in regard to the questions asked about the work in Ash Lane. No 
reply had been received notwithstanding assurances that information would be available for 
the current meeting.

070.
Declarations of Interest


There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a member to declare either 
a personal or prejudicial interest.

071.
Co-option of a Parish Councillor


Resolved that Rebecca Gore of Greenfields, Burghfield Village, be co-opted as a 
Parish 


   Councillor for the ensuing term of office.
072.
Appointment of Parish Councillor to Committees

Resolved that Rebecca Gore be appointed to serve on the Planning and Village Hall 


   Management Committees for the ensuing term of office.

073.
To receive the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting
Resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 10 September 2009 be

                approved as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

074.
Matters Arising on the Minutes


i.
The final draft of the Village Design Statement had been sent to West Berkshire 


District Council for their scrutiny before adoption and publication, and a reply was 

awaited.


ii.
Initial consultation had taken place in regard to the extension of the lease on 

the Old Recreation Ground land occupied by the 1st Burghfield and 


Sulhamstead Scout Group.


iii.
A site visit to the land scheduled for the new Parish Burial Ground had been 

scheduled with the Technical Director of Cemetery Development Services.

075.
Chairman’s Report


The Chairman had no specific information to impart, and there were no questions put to him.
076.
District Council Report


Neither District Councillor was present at the meeting and no reports had been submitted for 
circulation.

077.
Village Hall Management Committee


The schedule of payments for September was presented by the Village Hall Manager and is 
appended to the minutes.

078.
Environment and Recreation Committee


The minutes of the meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee held on 17 
September 2009 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted.

079.
Planning Committee


The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 10 September and the draft 
minutes of the meeting held on 24 September 2009 were received and the proceedings were 
endorsed and adopted.

080.
Finance and Compliance Committee


The minutes of the meeting of the Finance and Compliance Committee held on 17 September 
2009 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted.

081.
Financial Matters 

i.
Accounts Reconciliation as at 31 July and 31 August  2009.



The accounts reconciliation statements for the months ended 31 July and 31 August 

2009 were received and noted, and are appended to the minutes.

ii.
Accounts for Payment.

Resolved that the items for payment shown on the list attached to the minutes be 


authorised for payment, such sums to be debited to the account of the Parish Council.

iii.
Fidelity Guarantee Insurance


The Fidelity Guarantee Insurance cover was reviewed, taking into account the 


balances on the Parish Council bank accounts as at the end of March 2009 and the 

amount of the half yearly precept received for the current financial year.



Resolved that the amount of the Fidelity Guarantee Insurance cover be increased to 




   £400,000 and that the Chairman and Clerk and Responsible Finance 



   Officer be authorised to sign the proposal form.

082.
To consider the current youth facilities within the parish and any future provision


A recent BMNAG meeting had expressed a view on the perceived lack of facilities for 
young people in Burghfield. 


Apart from being landlord to the largest scout group in Berkshire, building a sports pavilion 
and a skate park, it was agreed that this view may be somewhat off target, and Councillor 
Matt Paterson-Borland undertook to prepare and distribute a paper outlining the Parish 
Council’s achievements in regard to youth provision.


In order to ensure better representation, it was resolved that Matt be appointed to serve as a 
Parish Council representative on BMNAG.

083.
To consider the information contained in the “Local Policing  Summary 2009 and 


Annual Report.” and offer a view on the local financing of a PCSO post

Members’ attention had been drawn to the publication of the “Local Policing Summary 2009 
and Annual Report”, and in particular to the item in regard to the extra funding for 68 police 


officers to go on duty in Thames Valley. No mention was made of the financial contribution 
from Parish Councils towards the provision of local PCSO’s.


The Parish Council’s understanding of the basic role of the PCSO post was to provide a 
uniform police presence within the locality, this helping to deter crime and boost confidence 
in the ability to deal with local issues. The reality was that the uniform presence was a rarity,


with members having difficulty in recalling the last sighting.


The Contract Terms and Conditions covering the provision of the Community Police Officer 
contained the following clauses:


Section 2.7 General Provisions


The parties hereto shall use their formal consultation procedure to allow the Police Authority 
to agree with the Contact Officer details of the use and deployment of PCSO’s.

Section 8.3 Managerial Control


Subject to the discretion of the LPA Commander PCSO comprising the Special Service will 
work such shifts as will enable them to provide a visible and effective service within the 
Partners area.

Section 11. Responsibilities of the Partner (Parish Council)


The Partner will appoint a Contact Officer (the Clerk was appointed) to represent them as 
follows:


i.
In respect of all matters relating to the agreement


ii.
To liaise with the police officer appointed pursuant to Clause 10.3 (The Operational 

Commander will appoint a police officer who will be responsible for liaison with the 

Partner’s Nominated Officer on all matters direct and indirect pertaining to the 


Special Service including the resolution of any disputes).


iii.
To liaise on all financial matters; and


iv.
To liaise with the LPA Commander in the resolution of any disputes.


Tasking and Reporting


The PCSO will be tasked and managed by his her line manager in compliance with the 
National Intelligence Model. However, the PCSO will meet at least once a month with the 
Partner’s Contact Officer to gather information about issues that are concern to the business 
community. These issues will be fed back to the PCSO’s line manager who will prioritise 
them and task the PCSO accordingly. The police Nominated Officer, or their nominee, will 
meet with the Partner’s Contact Officer at three monthly intervals and report activity of the 
PCSO during the preceding three months.

Following a debate on the above issues, it was resolved:


i.
To review the terms and conditions of the agreement.


ii.
To ensure that regular meetings were held at the appropriate intervals in accordance 

with the terms of the contract.


iii.
To convey the initial concern of the Parish Council to the Thames Valley Police.


The Parish Council had provided the funds for the Thames Valley Police to purchase and use 
a laser speed detection gun for use on the local roads within the NAG area. A request for 
details of local usage was still awaited.

084.
To receive brief verbal reports from Parish Council Representatives attending 


meetings of Outside Bodies to which they have been appointed.


Derek Woad and Steve Hill had attended a meeting of the Burghfield Charities.

085.
To consider any vehicle parking problems associated with on road or highway verge 
areas within the parish

Alex Drysdale, A Project Engineer for Road and Safety at West Berkshire District Council 
had requested details of any areas where vehicle parking was seen as a problem. Members 
had been requested to examine problems within their own areas.


The following locations were agreed and the District Council was to be notified accordingly.

The Parish Council is particularly anxious to ensure that any restrictions applied to Recreation 
Road are fair and reasonable to all users and to the public service vehicles.

 


Hunters Hill from Omers Rise, where there is a width restriction area.

 


The corner of Recreation Road and Reading where, although there are double yellows, no 
enforcement appears to take place and parking is a regular occurrence.

 


Sulhamstead Road to Clayhill Road junction. Parking on the corner obstructs the view of 
drivers turning right out of Clayhill Road.

 


Alongside the Hatch Recreation Ground on the Sulhamstead Road where heavy vehicle 
parking has caused the edge of the carriageway to crumble and the roadside to be an eyesore, 
and further up the road alongside the allotments on the grass verge. 

 


Sheffield Bottom, at the entrance to the picnic area close to the swing bridge.


Outside and alongside St. Mary's School, Theale Road.
086.
Clerk’s items for information only.


The next Parish/District Council Conference had been scheduled for 24 November at the 
District Council Offices, Market Street, Newbury. Registration and coffee were from 6.00 
p.m. and the Conference commenced at 6.30 p.m.

The Chief Executive of Community Action West Berkshire had given notice that the 
organisation would cease to provide a service and had formally closed on 30 September 2009.


The reason for closure was due to the fact that West Berkshire District Council had 
withdrawn 50% of the annual budget with effect from 1 April 2009 and that no funding would 
be available with effect from 1 April 2010.

087.
Conclusion


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.31 p.m.
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