BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Parish Council was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 12 November 2009, commencing at 7.45 p.m.

Present:


Mr. J. Valentine (Chairman),




Miss. M. Cresser, Miss. R. Gore, Mrs. C. Jackson-Doerge,




Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. M. Hall, Mr. S. Hill, Mr. S. James, 



Mr. P. Lawrence, Dr. R. Longton, Mr. I. MacFarlane, 



Mr. A Orme, Mr. M. Patterson-Borland, Mr. D. Woad.


Apologies:

Mr. C. Greaves, Mr. M. Hall, Mr. M. Wright, Village Hall Manager.

In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council, 





2 parishioners.

Open Meeting


Jonathan Sayer expressed an interest on becoming co-opted on to the parish council, and the 
procedures were explained.


Mr. Bernard Weatherall again asked if the Parish Council had received a reply from West 
Berkshire District Council in regard to the questions asked about the work in Ash Lane. No 
reply had been received notwithstanding assurances over the past two months that 
information would be available for the current meeting.

088.
Declarations of Interest


There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a member to declare either 
a personal or prejudicial interest.

Councillor Tony Orme reported that he was now living outside the parish, but would continue 
with his parish council duties.
089.
To receive the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting
Resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 8 October 2009 be

                approved as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

090.
Matters Arising on the Minutes


i.
The final draft of the Village Design Statement had been sent to West Berkshire 


District Council for their scrutiny before adoption and publication, and a reply was 

still awaited.


ii.
The site visit to the land scheduled for the new Parish Burial Ground had been 


held with the Technical Director of Cemetery Development Services, and 


details of their recommendations for the site was awaited. The first procedure 


would be to prepare a detailed large scale map of the proposed area and agree 


this with Englefield Estate for incorporation in the lease agreement.


iii.
The vehicle parking problems associated with on road or highway verge 
areas within 

the parish had been discussed with District Council officers and a report would be 

presented to the next meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee.
091.
Chairman’s Report


The Chairman had represented the Parish Council at the head of the Remembrance Day 
Parade, and had laid a wreath on behalf of the Parish Council.


Councillor Matthew Paterson-Borland, the Vice Chairman, was invited by the Chairman to 
comment on the parish council turn out at the parade, and he expressed the view that he hoped 
that next year would witness more parish councillors acting as stewards and /or taking part in 
the parade.

092
District Council Report


District Councillor Royce Longton gave a report on the relevant District Council activities.


The full report is appended to the minutes.

093.
Village Hall Management Committee

The minutes of the meeting of the Village Hall Management Committee held on 22 October 
2009 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted.

The schedule of payments for October was presented by the Clerk on behalf of the Village 
Hall Manager and is appended to the minutes.

094.
Planning Committee


The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 8 October and the draft 
minutes of the meeting held on 22 October 2009 were received and the proceedings were 
endorsed and adopted.

095.
To Receive and adopt the Risk Assessment and Management Schedule 2009-2010

The revised Risk Assessment and Management Schedule had been distributed with the agenda for the meeting, and the Clerk outlined the revised items and the reason for their inclusion. 

Resolved that the Risk Assessment and Management Schedule be endorsed and adopted.

096.
To receive an update on the contract conditions in regard to the subsidised PCSO post


The last meeting of the Parish Council had given consideration to an understanding of the 
basic role of the PCSO post as described in the Contract Terms and Conditions, it being stated 
that it was to provide a uniform police presence within the locality, thus helping to deter 
crime and boost confidence in the ability to deal with local issues. The reality was that the 
uniform presence was a rarity, with members having difficulty in recalling the last sighting.


The Clerk reported on a recent review meeting with the local area police officers, and it was 
resolved that the uniform presence be monitored and a further report presented to the January 
meeting of the Parish Council. In the meantime, it had been agreed with the police that the 
monthly meeting could be scheduled on a more formal basis and that the venue for the 
meetings could be alternated between the parishes, not being confined to the police building 
in Mortimer which had very limited facilities. 


The intention is that the PCSO will meet at least once a month with the Parish Councils 
Contact Officers to gather information about issues that are concern to the community. These 
issues will be fed back to the PCSO’s line manager who will prioritise them and task the 
PCSO 
accordingly. The Police Nominated Officer, or their nominee, will meet with the 
Parish Councils Contact Officer at three monthly intervals and report the activity of the PCSO 
during the preceding three months.

097.
To receive a paper prepared by Councillor Matthew Paterson-Borland on the local youth facilities

In response to a view expressed at a recent NAG meeting Councillor Matthew Paterson 
Borland had prepared a paper, circulated with the minutes, outlining the various youth 
facilities provided for or supported by the Parish Council. The details were noted. Matt was 
thanked for his work and the information would be displayed on the Parish Council web site.

098.
Financial Matters 

i.
Accounts Reconciliation as at 31 October 2009.



The accounts reconciliation statement for the month ended 31 October 2009 was 


received and noted, and is appended to the minutes.

ii.
Accounts for Payment.

Resolved that the items for payment shown on the list attached to the minutes be 


authorised for payment, such sums to be debited to the account of the Parish Council.

iii.
Compensation Award following a conviction for damage to Parish Council 


property.


Details were received of a successful criminal prosecution for damage to the 


Millennium Pavilion. The total cost of the damage to the DVR camera had been 


£280, but compensation of £100.00 had been awarded to the Parish Council, to be 

paid in instalments by the person convicted. The merits of this situation were 


discussed and it was resolved that enquiries be made on the feasibility of seeking to 

recover the balance by way of a civil action against the perpetrator. 

099.
To give consideration to a suggestion that the Parish Council contribute to the Sovereign 
Housing neighbourhood warden scheme for Burghfield.

 An invitation had been received from Marcus Franks, the Neighbourhood Investment 
Coordinator for Sovereign south+west, for the Parish Council to participate, at cost, in the 
Neighbourhood 
Warden scheme promoted by Sovereign Housing.


Resolved that a written prospectus and cost of a local scheme be obtained before any further 

   commitment.
100.
To review the appointment of a Parish Council representative to serve on the 


Burghfield and Mortimer Volunteer Bureau.


Resolved that Councillor Derek Woad be appointed to represent the Parish Council on the 

   Committee of the Burghfield and Mortimer Volunteer Bureau for the remainder of 



   the current Municipal year.

101.
To give consideration to a request for the erection of a 20 foot Christmas tree on the 
Hatch Recreation Ground.

A request had been received from TIM - Christians Together in Mission – for permission to 
erect a 20ft Christmas Tree, decorated with white tinkling fairy lights, on the Hatch 
Recreation Ground from the first weekend in Advent until Twelfth Night. The tree would be a 
gift from the local Christian Community to the residents of Burghfield and the intention was 
to hold an early evening community carol service, and maybe, other celebrations organised by 
local schools.


In considering the request, Members were mindful of the various regulations covering such 


activities on a public recreation ground and the need for the organisers and the Parish Council 
to be protected from any consequences arising from the erection of the tree or the lights.


Resolved that approval in principle be given for the erection of the tree and the display of 

   fairy lights, subject to TIM producing satisfactory insurance cover, approved by the 



   Parish Council’s insurers, a risk assessment covering all activities and 



   notifying all adjacent residents in the Hatch area.

102.
To receive brief verbal reports from Parish Council Representatives attending 


meetings of Outside Bodies to which they have been appointed.


Stephen Hill had attended a meeting of the Wokefield Common Advisory Committee


Derek Woad had attended a Transport Plan meeting at West Berkshire District Council.

103.
To appoint representatives to attend the District/Parish Conference on 24 November.

Resolved
that Councillors Royce Longton and Derek Woad be appointed to represent 


the Parish Council at the District/Parish Conference on 24 November.

104.
Conclusion


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.29 p.m.











Chairman
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