BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

The Annual Meeting of the Parish Council was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 13 May 2010, commencing at 7.45 p.m.

Present:


 Mr. J. Valentine (Chairman),




 Miss. M. Cresser, Miss. R. Gore, Mrs. C. Jackson-Doerge,




 Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. R. Hannington, Mr. M. Hall, Mr. S. Hill, 




 Mr. P. Lawrence, Dr. R. Longton, Mr. I. MacFarlane, Mr. A Orme, 



 Mr. M. Patterson-Borland, Mr. D. Woad, Mr. M. Wright.

Apologies:

 Mr. C. Greaves, Mr. S. James, Mr. M. Lochrie, Mr. J. Sayer.

In Attendance:

 Clerk to the Parish Council, Village Hall Manager.




 No parishioners


With no parishioners present there was no requirement for the open meeting session.
001.
Declarations of Interest


Councillor Rebecca Gore declared a personal interest in land adjoining the proposed new 
burial ground.
002.
Election of Chairman of the Parish Council for the Ensuing Municipal Year


Resolved that John Valentine be elected Chairman of the Parish Council for the ensuing 


   municipal year.


(John Valentine signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and resumed the Chair)

003.
To receive the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting
Resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 8 April 2010 be 


    approved as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

004.
Matters Arising on the Minutes


There were no matters arising on the minutes that would not be covered by an agenda item
005.
Election of Vice Chairman of the Parish Council for the Ensuing Municipal Year


Resolved that Matthew Paterson-Borland be elected Vice Chairman of the Parish Council for 

   the ensuing municipal year.

006.
Chairman’s Report


The Chairman reported on a successful May Fayre held on the Hatch Recreation Ground. 



An earlier informal meeting that evening with representatives from the local scout group and 
residents from Sun Gardens had examined the relationship between the two groups and 
agreed future procedures.

007.
District Council Report


District Councillor Royce Longton submitted his report on relevant District Council


activities. The full report is appended to the minutes.

008.
Village Hall

The schedule of payments for April was presented by the Village Hall Manager and is 
appended to the minutes. Catherine outlined the major issues relevant to the hall since the last


report.

009.
Youth Club Facilities at the Village Hall

A brief overview of the use of the village hall by the West Berkshire Council local Youth 
Club was received. The facility was made available to the Youth Club by way of a section 
137 financial contribution, but no application had been received for use for the current 
financial year. Although the hall facilities had been allocated to the Youth Club during the 
school term time, it appeared that no attendance had been recorded during the term just past 
and no information had been forthcoming that would allow the slot to be reallocated. Further 
enquiries were ongoing

010.
Planning Committee 


The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 8 April and the draft minutes of the meeting held on 22 April 2010 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted. 

011.
Reports from Parish Council Representatives attending meetings of Outside Bodies to 
which 
they have been appointed.

Derek Woad had attended a meeting of the Volunteer Bureau.

012.
To consider a report from the Environment Agency in regard to the AWE site at

Burghfield

The last meeting of the Parish Council had noted an article printed in the Reading Post on 6 
April 2010, drawing attention to a report from the Environment Agency and giving an 
assurance that a further report would follow on the safety record at the Burghfield Site.


Discussions with John Steele, the AWE Planning and Development Manager, had corrected 
the information and an offer was accepted for John to give a presentation to the next meeting 
of the Parish Council.

013.
Appointment of Parish Councillors to Serve on Committees

Resolved:
that the following appointments be confirmed.


Communications and Parish Liaison Committee

Mrs. C. Jackson-Doerge, Mr. S. James, Mr. P. Lawrence, Dr. R. Longton, Mr. J. Valentine, Mr. M. Wright.


Environment and Recreation Committee

Miss. M. Cresser, Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. C. Greaves, Mr. R. Hannington, Mr. S. Hill, 
Mrs. C. Jackson-Doerge, Mr. P. Lawrence, Mr. M. Lochrie, Dr. R. Longton, 
Mr. I. MacFarlane, Mr. J. Sayer, Mr. M. Wright.

Finance and Compliance Committee

 Mr. S. James, Mr. I. MacFarlane, Mr. M. Paterson-Borland, Mr. J. Valentine, Mr. M. Wright.

Planning Committee

Miss. M. Cresser, Miss. R. Gore, Mr. J. Gibson,  Mrs. C. Jackson-Doerge, Mr. S. James, 

Mr. P. Lawrence, Mr. M. Lochrie, Mr. M. Paterson-Borland, Mr. D. Woad, Mr. M. Wright.


Parish Plan Committee

 Mr. S. James, Mr. I. MacFarlane, Mr. M. Paterson-Borland, Mr. J. Valentine, Mr. M. Wright.

Village Hall Management Committee

Miss. R. Gore, Mr. R. Hannington, Mr. S. James, Mr. D. Woad.

Youth Forum Sub Committee

Mr. S. Hill, Mr. M. Lochrie, Mr. M. Paterson-Borland, Mr. D. Woad.

(During the above appointments the Parish Council meeting was adjourned to permit the Committee Chairman to be elected. These meeting have separate minutes))

014.
Appointment of Representatives to Serve on Outside Bodies

Resolved that the following appointments be confirmed.


AWE Liaison





Mr. M. Hall 








Mr. M. Wright (Deputy)

Bland’s Trust





Dr. R. Longton

BMNAG





Dr. R. Longton, Mr. J. Gibson


West Berks Cycle Forum



Mr. J. Valentine 

Burghfield Charities




Mr. S. Hill, Mr. D. Woad

Burghfield and Mortimer Volunteer Centre

Mr. D. Woad

Cleaner Kennet Campaign



Dr. R. Longton

Willink Recreation Centre



Mr. M. Paterson-Borland








Mr. J. Valentine (Deputy)


Wokefield Common




Mr. S. Hill








Dr. R. Longton
015.
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 


The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 15 April were received and noted. The 
small attendance resulted in no actions being referred to the Parish Council.

016.
 To give consideration to a proposal that a permanent “Christmas Tree” be planted and 
maintained on the Hatch Recreation Ground.


A temporary tree had been erected on the Hatch Recreation Ground last December and


professional support had been given to the erection of lights on the tree.
Christmas activities 
had been celebrated on the ground, with enthusiastic support from the surrounding 
community. It had now been suggested that a suitable tree be planted on the same location, 
selected because it was adjacent to an electrical supply, away from the games area and with 
sufficient room for the grass cutting machinery to get round between the hedges.

Resolved, with two dissensions, to seek professional advise on the selection, planting and 

    maintenance of a tree on the Hatch Recreation Ground.
017.
Financial Matters:


i.
Accounts Reconciliation as at 30th April 2010.



The accounts reconciliation for the month ended 30 April 2010 will be presented to 

the next meeting. The figures were not available due to the fact that the year ended 31 

March 2010 had not yet been subject to internal audit scrutiny or year end close 


down. Copies of the bank statements for the period ended 30 April 2010 were tabled.

ii.
Accounts for Payment.

Resolved that the items for payment shown on the list attached to the minutes be 



   authorised for payment, such sums to be debited to the account of the 



   Parish Council.




iii.
Notice of Audits


The statutory end date for the completion of the Annual Return had again been 


brought forward by the Audit Commission, this year to 30th June, thereby causing a 

considerable amount  of rescheduling by accounts and I T support staff.


It was anticipated that the year end close down of the computerised accounts and the 

preparation of the accounts schedule would be undertaken on Monday 24 May but 

the year end internal audit had been delayed until Tuesday 8th June. It may be 


necessary to call a special meeting of the Parish Council on 24th June in order to 


approve the Annual Return within the statutory time table.
018.
Burial Ground Preparations.

The current position was noted. The final line of the south/east boundary had been ascertained and Cemetery Development Services had been requested to complete their digital map of the area. Discussions on the most suitable and economic way to undertake the land clearance were ongoing.

019.
PCSO Report

The PCSO partially funded activity report for April was received and noted and the Burghfield Neighbourhood Update for April was distributed to those in attendance.


Following a request from Inspector Andy Ward it was resolved that the short periods of approved absence for a limited period of time by PCSO Steve Innes should be compensated by the appointment of another PCSO to undertake his duties and not by a reduction of the financial commitment.

020.
West Berkshire District Council Draft Housing Strategy 2010-2015

The West Berkshire District Council draft Housing Strategy 2010-2015 was received, noted and tabled.

021.
District/Parish Conference agenda on 27th May

The next District/Parish Conference scheduled for 27th May had abandoned the usual agenda and would consist of a training session for the Code of Conduct. No member expressed a wish to attend.

022.
Resignation

Councillor Tony Orme had recently left the area and with a new job and increased responsibilities was no longer able to devote the time necessary to be an effective member of the Parish Council. He resigned with reluctance and wished the Chairman and Members continued success for the future.

The Chairman thanked Tony for his period of service, which included three years as Chairman, and offered on behalf of the entire Parish Council best wishes for the future. 

023.
Conclusion

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.15 p.m.










Chairman










10 June 2010
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