BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Parish Council was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 11 March 2010, commencing at 7.45 p.m.

Present:


Mr. J. Valentine (Chairman),




Miss. M. Cresser, Miss. R. Gore, Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. C. Greaves, 




Mr. R. Hannington, Mr. S. Hill, 
Mr. S. James, Mr. P. Lawrence, 



Mr. M. Lochrie, Dr. R. Longton, Mr. M. Patterson-Borland,




 Mr. J. Sayer, Mr. D. Woad, Mr. M. Wright.

Apologies:

Mrs. C. Jackson-Doerge, Mr. M. Hall, Mr. I. MacFarlane,





Mr. A Orme.

In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council, 





2 parishioners


Open Meeting


There were no questions asked during this brief session.
145.
Declarations of Interest


There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a member to declare either 
a personal or prejudicial interest.
146.
To receive the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting
Resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 11 February 2010 be

                approved as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

147.
Matters Arising on the Minutes


i.
Details of the road salting and gritting schedules during the snow bound period had  

been received from West Berkshire District Council. The details appeared not to 


conform to the condition of certain roads during the times stated and further 


information was awaited.

ii.
The meeting with representatives of the Thames Valley Police had taken place on 16th 

February, and a report was submitted later during the meeting.


iii.
The preparation of a paper on the adoption of specifically defined Green Issues had 

not yet been prepared. 

148.
Chairman’s Report

The Chairman had enjoyed a well earned holiday and his Parish Council activities had been 
somewhat curtailed. He drew attention to the activities on the site of the Old Rectory and to 
the public announcement that PRUPRIM were to abandon their attempt to build 8,500 
dwellings on the Kennet Valley flood plane.
149.
District Council Report


District Councillor Royce Longton submitted his report, covering items related to the 
budget, planning and members Capital Bids. The full report is appended to the 
minutes.
150.
Village Hall Management Committee

The schedule of payments for February was presented by the Village Hall Manager and is 
appended to the minutes. Catherine outlined the major issues relevant to the hall since the last 
meeting and answered Members questions. The white lines for the car park could only be laid 
when the surface was dry and the temperature above 9 degrees centigrade, hence the lengthy 
delay in completing the work.

151.
Planning Committee


The minutes of the meeting held on 11 February and the draft minutes of the meeting held on 
25 February were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted. 

152.
To endorse the final copy of the VDS received from the Planning Committee, and to 
agree to send the document to West Berkshire District Council for formal adoption.

Following the last meeting of the Planning Committee, Councillor Paul Lawrence had 
completed the amendments made available to him and the draft had been emailed to all 
Members with the request to scrutinise the document and make available any final comments.

A few comments had subsequently been received, verging on the cosmetic rather than 
correcting inaccuracies, and the Chairman had written the forward statement for the 
document. It was agreed that the document was now complete, with the addition of the above 
items, and Paul Lawrence was thanked for his major contribution. Paul and the Clerk were 
presented with a token of appreciation by Matthew Paterson-Borland, the Vice Chairman of 
the Parish Council, on behalf of himself and the Chairman.

Resolved that the Parish Council accepts and endorses the Village Design Statement prepared 

   by the Planning Committee and that the document be sent to the District Council for 

   formal adoption.

153.
To receive the minutes of the meeting held on 16 February with Thames Valley Police in 
regard to the PCSO post, the Burghfield Neighbourhood Update for February and to 
deal with any relevant issues.


The minutes of the meeting with the Thames Valley Police representatives were received and


the proceedings were endorsed and adopted. Councillor Michael Wright confirmed that the 
meeting had been positive and a further meeting had been arranged to ascertain if the revised 
procedures had been introduced.


The Burghfield Neighbourhood Update for February had also been circulated and the 
information noted.


The monthly meeting with the Parish Council representatives and PCSO Steve Innes would 
continue, with the added advantage that local issues arising from the Parish Council could 
now be introduced without having to wait for the annual Police Community Meeting to award 
priority points. 

154.
To receive the minutes of the Play Ground Equipment Tender Opening meeting 
 
and the Tender Evaluation Meeting, and to award the contract for the play equipment

The minutes of the Play Ground Equipment Tender Opening meeting held on 11 February 
and the Tender Evaluation meeting held on 25 February were received and the proceedings 
were endorsed and adopted. 

The detail of the equipment to be provided for each of the three sites was outlined by 
Councillor Chris Greaves together with the reasoning behind the
recommendation of supplier. 
Parents had been involved in the choice of equipment and it was considered that the final 
selection was an ideal compromise of retention of equipment suitable for use and the new 
features. The retained items would all be subject to rigorous inspection and refurbishment. 
RoSPA would be undertaking a post installation inspection of the sites when completed and 
the report would be published on the Parish Council web site.


Resolved that the tender submitted by Playdale Playgrounds Ltd in the sum of £64,231.33

   be accepted and that the work, following successful pre installation site meetings, 

   payment profiles, insurance cover, and agreement on start and completion dates, be 

  put in hand. 

Councillor Chris Greaves was thanked for the time and effort he had put in on this project and 
for the preparation of the three equipment schedules. 

155.
To note the current position in regard to the Burial Ground preparations.

The boundary survey map prepared by Cemetery Development Services still awaited 
confirmation on the southern boundary, and the assistance of an adjoining land owner had 
been sought in order to clarify the exact line. The nearby water course was in need of 
clearance and the various land owners’ riparian rights would need to be fulfilled.


The onset of the bird nesting season meant that no further land clearance could be undertaken 
before the end of July, and that time would be occupied in perfecting the boundary lines, 


getting the tree survey completed and preparing a draft layout of the proposed burial area, the 
new access road and the footpaths. 
156.
 Financial Matters 

i.
Bank Account Reconciliation


The bank accounts reconciliation statement for the month ended 28 February 2010 

was received and noted, and is appended to the minutes.

ii.
Accounts for Payment.

Resolved that the items for payment shown on the list attached to the minutes be 



   authorised for payment, such sums to be debited to the account of the 



   Parish Council.
157.
Reports from Parish Council Representatives attending meetings of Outside Bodies to 
which 
they have been appointed.

Derek Woad had attended a meeting of the Burghfield Charities.

158.
Clerk’s Items 

The date of the Annual Parish Meeting had been scheduled for Thursday 15th April. It was 
agreed to ask Thames Valley Police if they would like to hold a Police Community Meeting 
following the conclusion of the Parish meeting.

159.
Conclusion


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.16 p.m.











Chairman











8 April 2010
