BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Parish Council was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 14 January 2010, commencing at 7.45 p.m.

Present:


Mr. J. Valentine (Chairman),




Miss. M. Cresser, Miss. R. Gore, Mrs. C. Jackson-Doerge,




Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. C. Greaves, Mr. S. Hill, Mr. S. James, 



Mr. P. Lawrence, Dr. R. Longton, Mr. I. MacFarlane, 



Mr. A Orme, Mr. M. Patterson-Borland, Mr. D. Woad. 



Mr. M. Wright


Apologies:

Mr. M. Hall, Mr. M. Lochrie.
In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council, 





1 parishioner
Open Meeting

The sparse attendance negated the need for the open meeting.
105.
Declarations of Interest


There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a member to declare either 
a personal or prejudicial interest.
106.
To receive the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting
Resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 12 November 2009 be

                approved as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

107.
Matters Arising on the Minutes


i.
A visit to the Planning Department at West Berkshire District Council had been 


scheduled for 26 January in order to receive formal comments on the contents of 


the draft Village Design Statement prepared by the Parish Council.


ii.
The site visit to the land scheduled for the new Parish Burial Ground had been 


held with the Technical Director of Cemetery Development Services, and 


details of their recommendations for the site was awaited.

108.
Co-option of a Parish Councillor


Resolved that Jonathan Sayer, 144 Sycamore Close, Burghfield, be co-opted as a 


   Parish Councillor for the ensuing term of office.

109.
Appointment of Parish Councillor to Serve on a Committee


Resolved that Jonathan Sayer be appointed to serve on the Environment and Recreation  


   Committee for the ensuing Municipal Year

110.
Chairman’s Report


The Chairman reported on the successful erection of the Christmas tree on the Hatch 
Recreation Ground and an exchange of views on the Ash Lane road situation.

111.
District Council Report


Carol Jackson-Doerge confirmed that a planning application had been submitted in regard to 
the revised signage at the post office in Recreation Road.


Royce Longton submitted a report on the Local Development Framework, the South East 



Strategy and other local activities. The full report is appended to the minutes.


The Chairman drew attention to the infrequent treatments applied to the parish roads during 
the recent cold weather and the District Council was to be asked to supply details of the 
salting and/or gritting frequencies. Attention was also directed to the fact that local salt bins 
had not been replenished due, it was alleged, to the bad road conditions.

112.
Village Hall Management Committee

The schedule of payments for November and December was presented by the Village Hall 
Manager and is appended to the minutes. Catherine outlined the major issues relevant to the 
hall during the last two months. The accumulation of snow in the car park was regretted, but 
the Council’s Insurers had strongly advised against any removal in case this resulted in an 
accident and resultant claim against the Parish Council 
113.
Planning Committee


The draft minutes of the meeting held on 12 November 2009 were received and the 
proceedings were endorsed and adopted. The meeting scheduled for 26 November had been 


cancelled due to the absence of any new planning applications requiring observations.

114.
Allotments Management Sub Committee 


The draft minutes of the meeting of the Allotments Management Sub Committee held on 19 
November 2009 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted.
115.
Environment and Recreation Committee


The minutes of the meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee held on 19 
November 2009 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted.

116.
To receive an update on the contract conditions in regard to the subsidised PCSO 
post.


The Clerk reported that, following the parish council’s observations on the lack of physical 


presence of the subsidised PCSO post holder on the local roads, a meeting with parish council 
representatives had been requested by Chief Inspector Judith Johnson, the Deputy LPA 
Commander for West Berkshire. The meeting had been scheduled for 16 February and would 
also be attended by representatives from Stratfield Mortimer and Sulhamstead Parish 
Councils, the partner parish councils involved in the subsidy contribution.


Resolved that the following parish councillors be appointed to represent the Parish Council at 

   the meeting outlined above.  Carol Jackson-Doerge, Stephen James, Tony Orme, 

   Royce Longton, Michael Wright, Matthew Paterson-Borland.

117.
Parish Plan 


The draft minutes of the meeting of the Parish Plan Committee held on 1 December 2009 
were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted.
118.
To receive the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and Compliance Committee 

held on 1st December 2009 and to approve the estimates of expenditure for the 

financial year commencing 1st April 2010.

The minutes of the meeting of the Finance and Compliance Committee held on 1st

December 2009 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted. Attached to the minutes was a detailed schedule, showing the income and expenditure for the last financial year, the current and protracted positions for the current year and the proposed income and expenditure for the year commencing 1st April 2010.

In addition to the committed revenue finance, the capital schemes were submitted for examination and approval. Detailed consideration was given to the two major capital schemes. An amount of £50,000 had been included in the current year’s estimates for the replacement of obsolete play equipment and an amount of £50,000 was included in the estimates for next year for the work necessary to prepare the ground adjacent to the existing churchyard at St. Mary’s to make it suitable for a parish burial ground. Once committed, this latter project had to meet with a number of statutory requirements before it could be declared open and provisional figures obtained from Cemetery Development Services, after the preparation of the original set of estimates, had indicated that due to the nature of the ground and the need to comply with the above mentioned statutory requirements, the final cost would almost definitely exceed the original provision.

Proposed amendments were to increase the burial ground estimate from £50,000 to £75,000 and to increase the current provision for the play equipment from the £50,000 in the current year by an additional £15.000 next year. Following detailed examination of the various options it was proposed by Ian MacFarlane, seconded by Christopher Greaves and Resolved Unanimously that the revised figures be incorporated in the estimates of income and expenditure for the year commencing 1st April 2010  and that the estimates in total be approved and adopted.


(The detailed estimate papers are appended to the minutes in the official minute book).
119.
To resolve the amount of precept to be served on West Berkshire District 

Council for the financial year commencing 1st April 2010.
Proposed by Tony Orme, seconded by Royce Longton and Resolved Unanimously that a 
precept for the sum of £240,000 be served on West Berkshire District Council for general 
purposes for the financial year commencing 1st April 2010.

120.
Financial Matters 

i.
Bank Account Reconciliation


The bank accounts reconciliation statements for the months ended 30 November and 

31 December 2009 were received and noted, and are appended to the minutes.

ii.
Accounts for Payment.

Resolved that the items for payment shown on the list attached to the minutes be 


authorised for payment, such sums to be debited to the account of the Parish Council.

iii.
Completion of External Audit


The Statutory Annual Return for the period ended 31 March 2009 had been signed off 

by Mazars acting for the Audit Commission. There were no matters giving cause for 

concern and confirmation was received that all relevant legislation and regulatory 

requirements had been met. The Parish Council accounts were in very good order.

121.
Sovereign Housing Neighbourhood Warden scheme for Burghfield.


It was reported at the last meeting that an invitation had been received from Marcus Franks, 
the Neighbourhood Investment Coordinator for Sovereign south+west, for the Parish Council 
to participate, at cost, in the Neighbourhood Warden scheme promoted by Sovereign 
Housing. A written prospectus and cost of a local scheme had been requested from Sovereign 
before any further commitment, and at the same time it had been explained that the Parish 
Council was currently committed to a share of the cost of the subsidised PCSO post.


Following consideration of the relevant issues, taking into account that it had not been 
possible for Sovereign to give details of costs without further examination of the proposal, 
and the ongoing PCSO contractual commitment until March 2011, it was resolved that no 
further consideration be given to the Sovereign scheme until the termination date of the 
PCSO contract.

122.
Reports from Parish Council Representatives attending meetings of Outside Bodies to 
which 
they have been appointed.

Royce Longton had attended a meeting of BMNAG

123.
Burial Ground – Production of the Boundary Site Map


Cemetery Development Services had been appointed to prepare a boundary site map of the 
area of the new burial ground, and a hard copy of the map had been received. The next step 
would be for the map to be overlaid on to an OS map of the area in order that the exact 
boundaries could be clarified in relation to adjacent land and property.

124.
Clerk Items for Information

The meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee on Thursday 21 January would 
include the District Council reply to the queries raised in connection with Ash Lane. The 
meeting would commence at 7.30 p.m. and the parishioners living in Ash Lane would be  
invited to attend and partake in an open meeting session prior to the formal business of the 
meeting.

125.
Future Agenda Items

Councillor Royce Longton asked for an item on Green Issues to be included on the agenda 
for the next meeting.

126.
Conclusion


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.35 p.m.











Chairman
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