BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Parish Council was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 11 February 2010, commencing at 7.45 p.m.

Present:


Mr. J. Valentine (Chairman),




Miss. M. Cresser, Mrs. C. Jackson-Doerge,




Mr. C. Greaves, Mr. M. Hall, Mr. R. Hannington, Mr. S. Hill, 



Mr. S. James, Mr. P. Lawrence, Dr. R. Longton, 




Mr. A Orme, Mr. J. Sayer, Mr. D. Woad, Mr. M. Wright


Apologies:

Miss. R. Gore, Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. I. MacFarlane,





Mr. M. Patterson-Borland

In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council, 





2 parishioners
Open Meeting

Bernard Weatherall and Pete Gate, parishioners residing in Ash Lane, enquired if the Parish 
Council had received a reply from Andrew Garratt in regard to the latest information sent to 
him about the closure of Ash Lane. It was confirmed that no reply had been received.
127.
Declarations of Interest


There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a member to declare either 
a personal or prejudicial interest.
128.
To receive the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting
Resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 14 January 2010 be

                approved as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

129.
Matters Arising on the Minutes


i.
The visit to the Planning Department at West Berkshire District Council on 26 


January in order to receive formal comments on the contents of the draft Village 


Design Statement prepared by the Parish Council had taken place, and the Planning 

Committee had stipulated the way forward.


ii.
Details of the road salting and gritting schedules during the snow bound period had  

been received from West Berkshire District Council. The details appeared not to 


conform to the condition of certain roads during the times stated and further 


information was sought.

130.
Chairman’s Report

The Chairman briefly reviewed events as seen by him since the last meeting.

131.
District Council Report


Carol Jackson-Doerge reported that the Council Tax rise had been confirmed for 1.9%. for the 
year commencing 1 April 2010.  The Willink School was scheduled to receive £573,000 for 
the school and community library and Burghfield St. Mary’s Primary will receive £200,000 
for expansion. A sum of £3.3 million was earmarked for District road improvements.


Royce Longton reported on the District highway clearance programme during the adverse 
weather conditions, the need for completion of the VDS and the District Council’s views on 
the reduction of Carbon emissions. The full report is appended to the minutes.

132.
Village Hall Management Committee

The schedule of payments for January was presented by the Village Hall 
Manager and is 
appended to the minutes. Catherine outlined the major issues relevant to the hall since the last 
meeting and answered Members questions.

133.
Planning Committee


The minutes of the meeting held on 14 January and the draft minutes of the meeting held on 
28 January were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted. 

134.
Environment and Recreation Committee


The minutes of the meeting held on 21 January were received and the proceedings were 
endorsed and adopted. 

135.
To consider any issues relevant to the forthcoming meeting with Thames Valley 
Police in regard to the PCSO post.


The arrangements for selected Parish Councillors to meet with representatives of the Thames 
Valley Police on Tuesday 16 February were reviewed. It was agreed that a draft agenda 
should be circulated to Members for their approval and that the partner Parish Councils be 
kept informed of the meeting arrangements.

136.
To give consideration to any amendments that may be required to the Parish Council’s 
Chairmanship, Standing Orders and Financial Regulations.


At the time of preparation and adoption, detailed consideration had been given to the content 
and accuracy of the Parish Council’s Chairmanship, Standing Orders and Financial 
Regulations. Mazors, acting for the Audit Commission, had requested that the documents be 
reviewed, and the entire contents had been subject to scrutiny. The detail had been considered 
to be in line with current procedures and recommendations and it was resolved that all three 
documents be left as existing, with any changes in legislation or procedures being brought to 
the attention of Members in a revised document.

137.
To note the current position in regard to the Burial Ground preparations.


Cemetery Development Services had prepared a boundary survey of the proposed burial 
ground and adjacent land, the only remaining issue being to confirm the exact boundary to the 
southern edge of the land. Once established, the agreed boundary would be plotted on to an 
appropriate sized O S map. Further investigations were ongoing.


The Members of the Burial Sub Committee were asked to familiarise themselves with the 
land and a meeting of the Sub Committee would be convened as soon as it was considered 
that the developing situation had enough information to formulate policy decisions in regard 
to future work.

138.
Financial Matters 

i.
Bank Account Reconciliation


The bank accounts reconciliation statement for the month ended 31 January 2010 

were received and noted, and are appended to the minutes.

ii.
Accounts for Payment.

Resolved that the items for payment shown on the list attached to the minutes be 



   authorised for payment, such sums to be debited to the account of the 



   Parish Council.
139.
Reports from Parish Council Representatives attending meetings of Outside Bodies to 
which 
they have been appointed.

Derek Woad had attended a meeting of the Burghfield and Mortimer Volunteer Bureau.

140.
To fix the date for the Bike Week activities 

The Chairman confirmed that National  Bike week activities would take place between 20 and 
27 June, and that the Parish Council’s organised cycle procession round the parish would take 
place on Saturday 26 June. The, now, regular activities would take place on the Common 
Recreation Ground and refreshments would be available. Details would be publicised by way 
of the Parish Council’s web site and notice boards.

141
To consider the adoption of non politically based Green Issues.

Following a discussion on the relevant issues and merits of the adoption of specifically 
defined Green Issues, it was agreed that a paper be prepared to outline the activities that 
would be suitable.

142.
To agree the date for the Annual Parish Meeting.



Resolved that the Annual Parish Meeting be held on Thursday 15th April, commencing at 
7.30 p.m. in the Village Hall.

143.
Parish/District Conference.


Members were reminded of the date for the next Parish/District Council Conference –  at 
the 
Market Street Offices on Wednesday 17 March, commencing with tea or coffee (no biscuits?) 


at 6.00 p.m.. Councillors Royce Longton and Derek Woad had confirmed their willingness to 
attend.


144.
Conclusion


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.16 p.m.











Chairman











11 March 2010
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