BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Parish Council was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 8 April 2010, commencing at 7.50 p.m.

Present:


 Mr. J. Valentine (Chairman),




 Miss. M. Cresser, Miss. R. Gore, Mrs. C. Jackson-Doerge,




 Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. R. Hannington, Mr. S. James, Mr. P. Lawrence, 



 Dr. R. Longton, Mr. M. Patterson-Borland,




 Mr. J. Sayer, Mr. D. Woad, Mr. M. Wright.

Apologies:

 Mr. C. Greaves, Mr. M. Hall, Mr. S. Hill, Mr. I. MacFarlane,





 Mr. A Orme.

In Attendance:

 Clerk to the Parish Council, 





 No parishioners


Open Meeting


There were no questions to be asked during this brief session.
160.
Declarations of Interest


There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a member to declare either 
a personal or prejudicial interest.
161.
Minutes of the last Parish Council meeting
Resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 11 March 2010 be

                approved as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

162.
Matters Arising on the Minutes


i.
Details of the road salting and gritting schedules during the snow bound period had  

been received from West Berkshire District Council. The details appeared not to 


conform to the condition of certain roads during the times stated and further 


information was still awaited.


ii.
The preparation of a paper on the adoption of specifically defined Green Issues had 

not yet been prepared. 

163.
Chairman’s Report

The Chairman reviewed his activities since the last meeting.

164.
District Council Report


District Councillor Royce Longton submitted his report on relevant District Council


activities.


He had submitted two Member bids for allocation of capital finance. The bid for the 
Parish Council facilities for the purchase and implementation of a system to manage the 
receipt, distribution, display and response to electronic planning applications was 
deferred for further consultation The bid for an extension to Burghfield and Sulhamstead 
Scout Hut, submitted jointly with Mollie Lock from Mortimer, had been approved in the 
sum of £20,000.

The District Council Enforcement Officer was to look at the fencing recently erected at the 
Old Rectory to check that it conformed to existing regulations.

The attention of the District Council Highways Department was to be directed to an HGV 
regularly parked alongside the Hatch Allotments hedge. The hedge, roadside verge and edge 
of carriageway were all being damaged.

Royce had arranged with Thames Valley Energy for them to provide a small display on the 
potential for renewable energy installations, and had asked the Greening Campaign for a 
display on their activities. He hoped to have both of these up in the BRA tent at the May 
Fayre, and to invite interested people to sign up to form the nucleus for a group of local 
activities. The plan would then be for a well-advertised presentation in the Village Hall by the 
Greening Campaign and TVE, supported, he hoped, by the Parish Council.
 

Councillor Carol Jackson-Doerge had submitted a successful bid, £7,500, for the installation 
of a sustainable and effective heating system in the parish church of St Mary the Virgin, 
Burghfield.
165.
Village Hall Management Committee

The schedule of payments for March was presented by the Village Hall Manager and is 
appended to the minutes. Catherine outlined the major issues relevant to the hall since the last

report. The Hall letting income for 2009/2010 had increased by £2,482.00, a very creditable 
performance when the disruptions caused by the building work were taken into account.

The minutes of the meeting of the Village Hall Management Committee held on 25 March 
were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted. 

166.
Planning Committee


The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 11 March and the draft minutes of the meeting held on 25 March 2010 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted. 

167.
Environment and Recreation Committee


The minutes of the meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee held on 18 March 2010 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted.

168.
Finance and Compliance Committee


The minutes of the meeting of the Finance and Compliance Committee held on 18 March 2010 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted.

169.
Financial Matters 

i.
Bank Account Reconciliation


The bank accounts reconciliation statement for the month ended 31 March 2010 


was received and noted, and is appended to the minutes.

ii.
Accounts for Payment.

Resolved that the items for payment shown on the list attached to the minutes be 



   authorised for payment, such sums to be debited to the account of the 



   Parish Council.

170.
To note the current position in regard to the Burial Ground preparations.

A site meeting with Stewart Clarke from West Berkshire Council and Ken McDiarmid from 
Englefield Estate had taken place. There had been agreement between the above in regard to 
the actions needed to clear the watercourse that ran round part of the burial ground. This work 
involving excavation of the base of the water course and scrub and bush clearance would 
be 
scheduled for the end of the summer, when the bird nesting season had ended. In addition 
to trying to ensure that the burial ground would be free of flooding from the blocked 
watercourses, it 
was also the belief, on the part of the District Council, that the work would 
assist in the alleviation of the flooding problems in the Hatch area.   

171.
To receive the PCSO report for March 2010 and consider any matters arising.

The report prepared by PCSO Steve Innes was received and the details noted. The existence 
of the report was appreciated, providing a useful summary of the various local police 
activities. The monthly meeting with the Parish Council representatives and PCSO Steve 
Innes was continuing.
172.
To review the arrangements for the Cycle Week event on the Common Recreation 
Ground.


The provisional arrangements for the Parish Council sponsored Cycle Week activities on the 
Common Recreation Ground on Saturday 26 June were reviewed. Councillor Paul Lawrence 
undertook to join Councillor Derek Woad in the preparation of the barbeque food. 

173.
Reports from Parish Council Representatives attending meetings of Outside Bodies to 
which 
they have been appointed.

Derek Woad and Royce Longton had attended the Parish/District Conference.


Rebecca Gore and Maureen Cresser had attended the District Council presentation on the 
Planning Local Development Framework.

174.
Clerk’s Items 

The District Council had drawn attention to the offer of free swimming facilities for the 
over 60’s at the Willink Recreation Centre.

The Thames Valley Police had launched its Special Constabulary “Draw the Line” 
Recruitment Campaign, with the intention of making it easier for people to become a Special. 

175.
Next Meeting Agenda – AWE

The Reading Post had printed an article drawing attention to the discharge of pollutants from 
AWE Burghfield into a local stream, and it was agreed that the subject should feature on the 
agenda for the next meeting of the Parish Council. In the meantime, further information 
would be sought from the Environment Agency.

176.
Conclusion


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.46 p.m.










Chairman
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