BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 17th April 2008, commencing at 8.00 p.m.

Present:


Mr. A. Orme (Chairman),
Mr. R. Hannington, Mr. S. Hill, Mr. P. Kearney, 
Mr. P. Lawrence, Mr. M. Wright. 
Apologies:

Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. M. Lochrie, Dr. R. Longton.

In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council
1.
Declarations of Interest
There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a Member to declare either a personal or prejudicial interest.

2.
Minutes of the last meeting of the Committee

The minutes of the last meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee held on 

17th January 2008, having been circulated, were confirmed a correct record and signed 

by the Chairman.

3.
Matters Arising on the Minutes


i.
Another meeting had been arranged with Steve Woollard in regard to the security



camera system installed at the pavilion.


ii.
West Berkshire Council had scheduled a meeting to be held on 7th May to

consider the speed limits along Clayhill Road.

4.
Recreation Ground Maintenance


Common
The play bark had been delivered on 28th March, and had been applied to

the three areas where the children’s play equipment was installed. 

Two ground maintenance firms had been requested to quote for the

 refurbishment of the football pitches, but no quotations had as yet been

 received.

RoSPA play equipment inspections had been scheduled for April. All

grounds would be inspected, and special attention had been requested for the skate board equipment on the Old Recreation Ground.


Hatch

Play bark had been distributed to the areas with the play equipment

installed. 


Old Rec
A replacement for the stolen dog bin had been ordered. The cost would

be approximately £300.00. Graffiti again adorned the skate board 

equipment, and West Berks District Council had been requested to 

remove it. The RoSPA inspector had been requested to advise on the

monitoring of noise levels when inspecting the skate board equipment.


Wells

No issues to raise. 

5.
Parish Maintenance


Badgers Glade

The Parish Council meeting the previous week had received a 
detailed report of the current situation at Badgers Glade. A meeting with representatives from West Berkshire District Council and BBOWT was to be arranged to examine the maintenance and tree preservation issues.


General

The mower had been sent for the annual maintenance inspection, 

and a report had been received specifying numerous problems. The estimate was in the sum of £1,700, and approval was given for the work be undertaken without delay. 
Several litter bins had been subject to criminal damage, including two at the village hall car park. All had been replaced by West Berkshire Council, who had been thanked for their quick response.

The problems associated with the maintenance of the large areas of hedge row and wooded land, including parts of the Hatch Allotments was considered, and the work undertaken by Doug Mundy was explained. There was a gap between the work undertaken by the Clerk and the Handyman that had not been filled since Doug Mundy resigned from the Parish Council, and his knowledge of the local areas had been missed. It was resolved to accept the recommendation from the Clerk that Mr. D. C. Mundy be appointed as the Environmental Consultant to the Parish Council at an Annual Retainer of £100.00 with effect from 1st April 2008, plus all loss of earnings and out of pocket expenses.
6.
Allotments Management


Common

Councillor Roger Hannington was thanked for collecting the
allotment plot rents. A request had been made for the 

establishment of a shared plot arrangement, but the allotments were already subject to the approved rules, and such an arrangement as considered unnecessary at this stage.

A new notice board had been erected on the ground.

Hatch
A formal statement was awaited from the Parish Council solicitors in regard to the boundaries. The response had been delayed due to staff leaving and sickness.
7.
Highways and Traffic Management 

Councillors were requested to complain about the mud on the surface of Dean’s Copse 


Road, and not to wait for a meeting to record the problem. This was a long standing issue 


and numerous earlier complaints had been lodged. 


The District Council had stated that no action could be taken against the owner or driver 


of the large commercial vehicle that regularly parked on the highway verge alongside the 


Hatch Recreation Ground.

8.
Litter Collection

The local scheme was operating without difficulty. The District Council had been requested to supply details of their litter collection schedule, in order that a survey could be undertaken to ensure that there were no duplications.
9.
Millennium Pavilion

The Clerk reported on the recent problems encountered with the fabric of the building. More guttering had been damaged, a camera had been damaged and a member of a visiting team had kicked the changing room door off of its hinges. Not a good loser!

There was an urgent requirement to obtain the services of a full time monitoring station to take a live feed from the existing security system. It was explained that negotiations were well advanced to secure such services, but additional equipment would be required  at the monitoring station.

Resolved that the Clerk be authorised to obtain such equipment that would enable a live 


   feed to be received from the existing pavilion equipment.
There still existed a need for a local person to be appointed to oversee bookings and associated activities at the pavilion, and another attempt would be made to secure such help.

10.
May Fayre

The forthcoming May Fayre on the Hatch Recreation Ground was discussed and the various conditions imposed by the Parish Council were reviewed.

A check on the capacity of the electrical supply cabinet had been requested, and it was confirmed that a power rating check should be requested.

It was agreed that the Clerk and Chairman would meet on the ground at 6.45 p.m. on Thursday 8th May in order to ensure that the centre of the ground was cordoned off to prevent vehicles from entering on that part of the ground used for the junior football clubs training.

11.
Conclusion


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.40 p.m.











Chairman
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