BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 19th June 2008, commencing at 7.30 p.m.

Present:


Mr. M. Lochrie (Chairman),

Mr. R. Hannington, Mr. P. Kearney, 

Mr. P. Lawrence, Dr. R. Longton, Mr. A. Orme,
Apologies:

Mrs. C. Jackson-Doerge, Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. S. Hill, 
Mr. M. Wright.

In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council

1.
Declarations of Interest
There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a Member to declare either a personal or prejudicial interest.

2.
Minutes of the last meeting of the Committee
The minutes of the last meetings of the Environment and Recreation Committee held on 17th April and 8th May 2008, having been circulated, were confirmed a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

3.
Matters Arising on the Minutes

i.
The West Berkshire Village Speed Limit meeting had fixed a new speed limit of 50 mph for the previous 60 mph length along Clayhill Road, subject to a consultation period.
ii.
The Annual May Fayre had been held during a period of fine weather and was considered to be a successful event.

4.
RoSPA Play Area Safety Inspection Report


The Annual RoSPA Play Area Safety Inspection had taken place on 25th April 

2008, and the written report was presented to Members. It was pleasing to note that none of the equipment was in urgent need of repair. The small items requiring rectification would be dealt with in the coming weeks.
5.
Recreation Ground Administration


Common
The near football pitch had been treated with soil and grass seed in 




specific locations, and the entire area was waiting for suitable ground 




conditions to enable it to be rolled with a heavy roller. Following a 




general review of the condition of the ground, it was agreed that both 




pitches should receive a treatment with a general purpose fertiliser.




A tender document was being prepared for the resurfacing of the car 




park. Professional opinion was that there was no point in applying a 

surface dressing to the area which was considered to be in need of a total refurbishment.

Councillor Roger Hannington undertook to request a soil analysis of the recreation ground in order that the Parish Council could be better informed of the way to treat the grass in the coming years.

Hatch

The May Fayre had been held with very little detriment to the condition 




of the ground. The whole area would be rolled when the ground 




conditions were suitable.

Old Rec
A resident of Sun Gardens had drawn attention to the gradual erosion of the earth bank, and a notice would be prepared for erection on the site.


The recent RoSPA inspection, referred to above, had found no faults with any of the equipment on the site.


The skate board equipment had recently been daubed with a quantity of paint and the removal would be difficult. In no way could this be described as graffiti, but needless criminal damage.

Wells
The erosion of soil in the junior goal mouth would be attended to.

6.
Parish Maintenance

The Clerk gave a brief verbal report on the current position in regard to the trees in Badgers Glade. Following the claim for the fence repair by a parishioner, the Council’s insurance company had requested details of the maintenance scheme for the area. All these details had been reported at previous meetings. The update of the Consultant’s Tree Report for Badgers Glade was still awaited. It was hoped to get a firm date for the meeting with representatives from BBONT in the near future.

Other items for which work was required included the following:

· The cutting back of the bushes on the corner of reading Road and Hawksworth Road.

· The tidying of the footpath alongside School Lane.
· The tidying of the footpath from the Forge Garage to Lamden Way.
· The removal of the parish council notice board for the entrance to Garlands School.

7.
Allotments Management


The Parish Council had asked the Committee to give consideration to the request from a 


small number of plot holders on the Common Allotments to form an Allotment 

Plotholders Association. Whilst giving consideration to the request, Members were made aware of the publication of a revision to the paper entitled “Growing in the Community”.

This document was produced by the Local Government Association and the aim was to provide a set of good management guides for the management of allotments. The guide provided a clear picture of the current issues for allotment officers, the links to wider local authority strategies and the opportunities that allotments provide for authorities and local communities.
Whilst agreeing in principal to the formation of an Association, Members agreed to await the delivery of the full report in order to ensure that full consideration was given to all of then points covered in the publication.

Councillor Roger Hannington was thanked for his work in collecting the allotment rent. A few stragglers remained, but Roger was optimistic that they would be recovered in the near future.

A letter was received from the Parish Council’s solicitors apologised for the delay in the work of reconciling the boundaries of the Hatch Allotments, and assuring that full attention would shortly be brought to the subject.

Members resolved that no work to extend the bund on the Hatch Allotments should be undertaken in the foreseeable future.

8.
Highways and traffic Matters 

Paul Hyde, a member of the District Council Transport Services Team had notified the Parish Council of a new bus service operating on a Thursday morning from 10th July. The bus would leave Burghfield and arrive in Newbury, giving 2 ½ hours in Newbury before departing for home.
Information had also been received that some of the new Kassel Kerbs were available for installation at bus stops around the parish. These kerbs were raised to facilitate entry to the bus by wheel chairs, buggies and those who were incapacitated. The Clerk would be visiting local sites with Paul Hyde to ascertain those sites most suitable.

Reading buses had been requested to consider the placement of the bus stops along the Reading Road near to Church Lane. The sites were covered in high grass and brambles and were a perfect example of ways to deter people from using public transport.

A resident of Birch Road had written to the District Council, drawing attention to two accidents during the past 6 months to two of his children, and requesting that some form of traffic calming be applied to the road. The excessive speed of motorists was considered to be a major safety concern. It was understood that traffic speeds would be monitored and that, if deemed appropriate, SID may be used to gather information.

The Parish Council had provided money in the budget for the purchase of a laser gun to be used by the Thames Valley Police in curbing speeding along the parish roads. This offer was currently being considered by the police.

A petition submitted to the Kennet Valley Forum for a pedestrian crossing across the Reading Road had been deferred for further information and subsequent return to the Area Forum. There appeared to be some doubt about the existence of future forums and it was resolved that the District Council be requested to include the project in future highway improvement schemes.
9.
Litter Collection and Flyposting


There were no issues requiring attention.
10.
Millennium Pavilion
The Clerk reported on the current position. Significant progress had been made with arrangements to connect the pavilion security system to a fully manned monitoring station. The necessary equipment had been purchased and a trial period was due to commence shortly. Thanks were extended to Steve Woollard for his help in this operation.

Applications were to be invited for the post of part time cleaner at the pavilion, and a full industrial clean of the inside and outside of the building was to be arranged.

The Clerk emphasised the need for a local person to be appointed in order to meet with cleaners, meter readers, maintenance and service people, and to keep an eye on the state of the building on a regular basis. 

11.
Graffiti

This item had been put on the agenda at the request of the last Parish Council meeting.

It was agreed to defer the item and request Councillor Derek Woad to attend the next meeting of the Committee.

12.
Conclusion


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.35 p.m.










Chairman
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