BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 19 November 2009, commencing at 7.30 p.m.

Present:


Mr. A. Orme (Chairman),

Miss. M. Cresser, Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. C. Greaves,

Mr. R. Hannington, Mr. S. Hill, Mr. P. Lawrence, Mr. M. Lochrie,



Dr. R. Longton, Mr. I. MacFarlane.

Apologies:

None.

In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council




1 parishioner

1.
Declarations of Interest
There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a member to declare either a personal or prejudicial interest.

2.
Minutes of the last meeting of the Committee
The minutes of the last meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee held on 17 September 2009, having been circulated, were confirmed a correct record and signed by the 

Chairman.

3.
Matters Arising on the Minutes


i.
Both of the DOG signs erected on the Common Allotments had been stolen. The 


decision on any replacement had been given consideration at the earlier meeting of 

the Allotments Management Sub Committee.


ii.
The views of RoSPA were awaited in regard to the pond on the Hatch Allotments. 

The Council’s Insurers would also be consulted.


iii.
A reply had not yet been received in regard to the request for the financial details that 

had resulted in the District Council discontinuing the free collection of bulk 



household items.


iv.
The date for the meeting at West Berkshire Council offices to consider the speed 


review for the entire length of Reading Road had not yet been scheduled.


v.
No details had been received from West Berkshire Council in regard to the 


specification and costing of the new footpath from the Cunning Man to the Hatch 

area of Burghfield Village.


vi. 
The painting of the adopted red telephone kiosks had yet to be done, but it was 


anticipated that details of a suitable firm had been obtained.

4.
Play Equipment Refurbishment


Councillor Chris Greaves distributed an interim report on the introduction of new and 
refurbished play equipment on the parish recreation grounds. No figures were introduced at 
this stage and a formal tendering process would be undertaken once the full details of 
requirements were agreed. The Chairman thanked Chris for his work to date. 


Resolved that a sub group consisting of Councillors Chris Greaves, Carol Jackson-Doerge,


Ian McFarlane and Paul Lawrence be appointed to select equipment recommended for each 
site and prepare a further report for the next meeting.

5.
Recreation Ground Administration


Common
It was agreed that a sign drawing attention to the fact that the car park was 


closed at nights should be displayed.


Hatch

Members were given updated information on the approved request from the 


Burghfield churches to put a community Christmas tree on the Hatch 



Recreation Ground for the Christmas period. There was reported to be 



significant interest from the local community about this proposal together 


with the idea of holding a carol singing service around the tree one evening. 





Old Rec
No reported problems

Wells

The damaged swing seat had been repaired, repainted and replaced.

6.
Parish Maintenance

Rubbish had been dumped on the highway verges along Bennetts Hill and Deans Copse Road 
and the District Council were to be requested to remove it.


The routine parish maintenance was proceeding and there were no problems to bring to the 
attention of Members.

7.
Parish Burial Ground

The Clerk updated Members with the progress in regard to the boundary survey of the 


land. This would be the first major activity involved in the transformation of the ground from 
the existing condition to a parish burial ground and each step would need to be carefully 
evaluated in order to ensure that the eventual outcome would be one of which the parish could 
be justifiably proud.

8.
Allotments Management


The earlier meeting of the Allotments Sub Committee was reviewed and the following items 
were agreed:


i.
To review the parish maintenance procedures for the movement of all types of 


material, irrespective of intended location.


ii.
To review the allotment plot holder rules, including the presence of dogs on the land.


The minutes of the meeting of the Allotments Sub Committee held on 19 November will be presented to 
the next meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee.
9.
Hatch Area – Flood Alleviation

West Berkshire District Council had been sent a copy of the flood report prepared for the 
Parish Council by WSP 
and requested to give their observations in general, and specifically 
how it dovetailed in with the earlier District Council report. A reply was still to be 
forthcoming and would be hastened.
10.
Proposed Footpath – Hatch Recreation Ground

A parishioner had outlined her concern for the pedestrian safety in Burghfield along Reading 
Road between the junction with Theale Road and the Hatchgate pub. She pointed out that 
there is no dedicated walkway along this stretch of road despite the fact that there is a bus 
stop close to the Hatchgate. There is access through the recreation ground, but there is no 
apparent laid pathway.


Members were informed that there had at one time been a gravel path laid inside the line of 
the hedge alongside the 
Reading Road side, but this had subsided over time and was no 
longer visible. With the introduction of the paved area from the Cunning Man to the Hatch 
area, this was the last stretch or road without a footway along the entire length of road from 
the Cunning Man to the Hollybush Lane crossroads. 


Resolved that a feasibility study be undertaken to establish if it was practical to restore the 

   rural type footpath through the Hatch Recreation Ground, and that, if so, cost 


   estimates be obtained.

11.
Highway, Footway and Traffic issues


Burghfield Bridge had been damaged for over 3 years and although numerous attempts had 
been made to get British Waterways to make a permanent repair, the large ugly concrete 
blocks remained in place. The road had been narrowed as a result of the placement of the 
blocks and the risk to cyclists and pedestrians had been greatly increased. It was agreed that 
further attempts be made to get 
British Waterways to undertake a permanent repair to this 
old and historic structure.


District Councillor Royce Longton had made further requests for a Pelican crossing 
across the Reading Road adjacent to Auclum Green.


The District Council had confirmed the acceptance of the Parish Council’s request for vehicle 
parking restrictions along various lengths or road within the parish, the details being 
appended to the minutes.

12.
Conclusion


No proposal for an extension of time was requested, and in accordance with standing orders 
the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 10.02 p.m. The remaining items on the agenda 
would be considered at the next meeting of the Committee.










Chairman 
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