BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 18 March 2010, commencing at 7.40 p.m.

Present:


Mr. A. Orme (Chairman),

Miss. M. Cresser, Mrs. C. Jackson-Doerge, Mr. J. Gibson, 
Mr. R. Hannington, Mr. S. Hill, 

Mr. P. Lawrence, Mr. M. Lochrie, Mr. I. MacFarlane, 

Mr. J. Sayer, Mr. M. Wright.

Apologies:

Dr. R. Longton.

In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council




No parishioners

1.
Declarations of Interest
There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a member to declare either a personal or prejudicial interest.

2.
Minutes of the last meeting of the Committee
The minutes of the last meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee held on 21 January 2010, having been circulated, were confirmed a correct record and signed by the 

Chairman.

3.
Matters Arising on the Minutes


i.
The date for the meeting at West Berkshire Council offices to consider the speed 


review for the entire length of Reading Road had now been scheduled for 21 April.


ii.
Details had still not been received from West Berkshire Council in regard to the 


specification and costing of the new footpath from the Cunning Man to the Hatch 

area of Burghfield Village.


iii.
Further consideration was being given to the hours of opening and closing of the 


Common Recreation Ground car park gates. Open at 7.30 a. m. and closure at dusk 

was being examined as a working proposition.


iv.
The restoration of the footpath through the Hatch Recreation Ground had not yet 


been surveyed or costed.


v.
The materials for the fence around the pond on the Hatch Allotments had been 


reconsidered and would
now consist of post and strands of wire.


vi.
The provision of additional water troughs for the allotment sites was in hand.


vii.
The material to be used for the vehicle tracks along the Hatch Allotments had been 

altered to crushed concrete, but due consideration would now be given to avoiding 

any small metal parts, crushed along with the concrete, from lurking near to the 


surface. A form of tarmac was now considered preferable on the top surface. 


viii.
The meeting with Stuart Clerk, the Principal Engineer at West Berkshire Council,



to inspect the water course around the proposed boundary of the new burial ground 

had not been held, but it was anticipated it would be within the next two weeks. 


ix.
No reply yet from the request for West Berkshire Council to supply further 


information about their supposed gritting and salting treatments during the inclement 

weather. 


x.
No reply yet for further information requested from West Berkshire Council by the 

Ash Lane residents in regard to the non closure of Ash Lane to through traffic.


xi.
Work had started on the reglazing and painting of the two red telephone boxes 


purchased, for £1each, from BT.

4.
Recreation Ground Administration


General
The Parish Council had confirmed the placement of the contract for the new 


and refurbished play equipment with Playdale Playgroups Ltd. in the sum of 


 £64,231.33and a pre contract meeting was being arranged. Thanks were 



again expressed for the work undertaken on this project by Councillor Chris 


Greaves.


Common
The replacement and addition of new dog bins was overdue and the 



work would be hastened. Work was in hand to repair the uneven surfaces at 


the entrances to the ground.


Hatch

A site meeting with the Burghfield Residents Association in regard to the 


May Fayre had been scheduled for Saturday 20th March. The main issues 


were as in previous years, the preservation of the ground in the event of wet 


weather and the overall support of the Parish Council.


Old Rec
The fence rails at the pedestrian entrance had been broken and repaired.


Wells

Attention was directed to the fact that the Well structure at the entrance to the 


ground may be leaning. It would be inspected.

5.
Parish Maintenance


A review of the costs associated with the purchase of a wood chipper had led to the 
conclusion that a machine within the Parish Councils’ budget would not be sufficiently robust 
to undertake the tasks required, whilst a new model that would was way above the budget 
and an unnecessary expense for a tool that may be used for four weeks during any one year. 
The compromise had been to agree to hire a suitable machine for the required tasks and 
Trevor Cross had been requested to make the necessary enquiries.


Trevor had confirmed that he had applied for his Waste Carriers Licence and its issue was 
awaited.


The general items of parish maintenance were ongoing, but there was nothing to bring to 
Members attention.  

6.
Highways and Footpaths


Temporary road closure notices were received for Sulhamstead Hill and Hollybush Lane, both 
for resurfacing.


The meeting with West Berkshire Council highway representatives to examine the damaged 
highway verges had not yet been held, but hopefully would take place within the next four 
weeks.


It was mentioned during the “matters arising” item earlier that the meeting to consider the 
speed limit from the Cunning Man to the Hollybush Lane crossroads had been fixed for 21 
April. The Parish Council had not stipulated any recommended alterations but had asked the 
District Council to apply its expertise in determining if the existing speeds along the Reading 
Road were within the modern thinking brackets. 

7.
Parish Burial Ground

The March meeting of the Parish Council had been informed that the boundary survey map 
prepared by Cemetery Development Services still awaited confirmation on the southern 
boundary, and the assistance of an adjoining land owner had been sought in order to clarify 
the exact line. The nearby water course was in need of clearance and the various land owners’ 
riparian rights would need to be fulfilled.


The onset of the bird nesting season meant that no further land clearance could be undertaken 
before the end of July, and that time would be occupied in perfecting the boundary lines, 


getting the tree survey completed and preparing a draft layout of the proposed burial area, the 
new access road and the footpaths. 

8.
Allotments Management

General


Councillor Roger Hannington was thanked for confirming that he would continue to 
undertake the annual task of the collection of the allotment rents. Councillor Maureen Cresser 
had already volunteered
to assist on the day that the village hall was booked for this activity.


It was confirmed that the orders for the installation of the additional water troughs on both 
grounds had been placed.


Allotment Garden Rules


It had already been confirmed that the allotment garden rules were in need of revision and 
additional information for incorporation within the existing detail was considered. 
Information in regard to dogs and the right of persons to enter the allotments would be shown.


Resolved that the revised rules be adopted and that a copy be made available to every plot 

   holder. ( A copy of the new rules is appended to the minutes)


Revision of Allotment Garden Rents


Consideration was given to the current rental charges, and the basic philosophy of previous 
decisions on the subject was reviewed. The original concept, well over 100 years ago, was 
that the land was for the poor, but times had moved on and, whilst not aiming to recover the 
cost of administering the allotments, a modest increase  was considered justifiable. 


Resolved that the cost of the rent of an allotment plot be increased to £1.20 per pole with 


   effect from 1 October 2010, collectable during April 2011.  


Parishioner Priority


It was now a legal duty to provide allotments within the parish if sufficient number of 
parishioners so desire, and also to ensure that Burghfield parishioners receive priority. At 
present Burghfield had almost all of its available  plots under cultivation. Whilst there had 
been vacancies, applicants from adjoining parishes had been accommodated, and 
with only a 
very small waiting list at present, there was no immediate intention of serving notice on those 
from outside the parish. The situation would be kept under review.


Allotment Sub Committee


The next meeting of the Allotment Gardens Sub Committee was fixed for 20 May 2010.

9.
Hatch Area – Flood Alleviation Scheme


The meeting with Stuart Clarke, the Principal Engineer at West Berkshire Council, to inspect 
the land downstream of the watercourse flowing under the Reading Road had not yet taken 
place, mainly because of the bad weather and urgent calls upon the District Council staff.  
This area was adjacent to the new burial ground land, and it was of the utmost importance 
to ensure that there would not be any outstanding riparian rights obligations on land that 
would eventually be encompassed within the burial ground. A new date was being arranged.

( Subsequently confirmed for Tuesday 30 March)

10.
Parish Footpath Map

Councillor Paul Lawrence confirmed that the document had been completed and quotations,
to be confirmed, had been received from the printers.

11.
Litter Collection and Fly Tipping

The details of the Violia litter collection schedules within the parish had now been received, 
and the work of comparing the District and Parish Council schedules could begin.


Litter was reported to be dumped on the highway verge along Dean’s Copse Road, and West 
Berkshire Council would be requested to clear the area.

12.
Millennium Pavilion 

Unconfirmed information had been received from West Berkshire District Council in regard 
to the provision of future services connected to their CCTV monitoring work. District 
Councillor Carol Jackson-Doerge undertook to examine the situation in greater detail and 
report back to the Clerk.

13.
Red Telephone Boxes


The correct colour paint had been acquired and work had commenced on painting, reglazing 
and securing the telephone boxes now owned by the Parish Council. 

14.
  Conclusion


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.46 p.m.











Chairman










20 May 2010
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