BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 21 January 2010, commencing at 7.30 p.m.

Present:


Mr. A. Orme (Chairman),

Miss. M. Cresser, Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. R. Hannington, Mr. S. Hill, 

Mr. P. Lawrence, Mr. M. Lochrie, Mr. I. MacFarlane, 

Mr. J. Sayer, Mr. M. Wright.

Apologies:

Mrs. C. Jackson-Doerge, Mr. C. Greaves, Dr. R. Longton.

In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council




8  parishioners from Ash Lane


Prior to the commencement of the formal business on the agenda, the Chairman had set aside 
time to receive parishioners from Ash Lane in order to give consideration to their responses to the letter recently received from Andrew Garratt, in reply to their request for further information as to why the District Council had refused to apply a road closure order on Ash Lane. Pete Gate had produced sufficient copies of the detailed reply for circulation to every parish councillor present, and he succinctly outlined the main points that had been raised.


Residents were thanked for their attendance and assured that the subject would be considered later during the meeting.

1.
Declarations of Interest
There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a member to declare either a personal or prejudicial interest.

2.
Minutes of the last meeting of the Committee
The minutes of the last meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee held on 19 November 2009, having been circulated, were confirmed a correct record and signed by the 

Chairman.

3.
Matters Arising on the Minutes


i.
The date for the meeting at West Berkshire Council offices to consider the speed 


review for the entire length of Reading Road had not yet been scheduled.


ii.
No details had been received from West Berkshire Council in regard to the 


specification and costing of the new footpath from the Cunning Man to the Hatch 

area of Burghfield Village.


iii.
The red telephone kiosks painting quotation would be featured later during the 


meeting.


iv.
The notice drawing attention to the hours when the gate to the Common Recreation 

Ground car park would be open was receiving attention. 


v.
The adverse weather had delayed the study to establish if it was practical to restore 

the rural type footpath through the Hatch Recreation Ground.


vi.
A copy of the public consultation document for the vehicle parking restrictions had 

been displayed on the parish council web site.

4.
Recreation Ground Administration


Play Equipment Specification



Following discussion with the major suppliers of play equipment, Councillor Chris 
Greaves had compiled a specification for new play equipment for the Common, Hatch and 
Wells recreation grounds, and tenders had been invited in accordance with the procedures 
outlined within Financial Regulations.


Future actions would involve the opening of the tenders following the day set for their 
return, 28th January, and a detailed examination of the proposals by the group appointed for 
this purpose before a recommendation to purchase was submitted to the parish council.


General Administration.

The recent weather had severely curtailed activity on the four recreation grounds and there 
were no items needing members attention.

5.
Parish Maintenance


The following actions were reported.


The hedge on the corner of the Hatch Allotments had been damaged by the weight of snow 
and ice 
and was being reinstated.


The fence erected at the far corner between the Old Recreation Ground and the Common 
Allotments had been damaged and repairs instigated.


The trees in School Firs and Badgers Glade had been trimmed where the weight of snow and 
ice had caused damage.


When the conditions permitted, the investigations would take place on the Hatch Recreation 
Ground to consider the restoration or creation of a new path.


Advise had been sought from RoSPA and the Parish Council’s insurers on any action that 
should be taken in regard to the pond on the Hatch Allotments. Both organisations had been 
of the opinion that a physical form of restraint should be applied to the area around the pond, 
and estimates had been sought for the provision of chestnut fencing panels around the site.


Resolved that an estimate in the sum of £499.00 received from Trevor Cross be accepted and 
that the work be put in hand forthwith.


There was a need to reconsider the treatment of the hedge and tree cuttings taken from 
various parish council owned sites around the parish It was no longer acceptable for the 

material to be taken to the Hatch Allotments to be burnt, and consideration had been 
given to the options available. The purchase of a suitable shredder to be used by the 
council handyman had been considered, as had the hire of one. Members also introduced 
the 
idea of the contractual use of a tractor powered mechanical hedge cutter, but this would also 
require additional facilities to collect the cuttings, and would be considerably more expensive 
that the current method. After examining the various options it was 


Resolved
i.
that options and opinions be sought on the most suitable shredder for 



the parish council to purchase, bearing in mind that most of the 




material was relatively small in diameter.




ii.
That the hedges be continued to be cut in the existing fashion, i.e.





in artistic mode as opposed to straight lines.




iii.
that all cuttings be disposed of in a manner that was in keeping with 



current legislative requirements.

6.
Burial Ground – Current Position


The last meeting of the Parish Council had received information that  Cemetery Development 
Services had been appointed to prepare a boundary site map of the area of the new burial 
ground, and a hard copy of the map had been received. CDS had now been requested to 
overlay the map on to an OS map of the area in order that the exact boundaries could be 
clarified in relation to adjacent land and property.

7.
Allotments Management


The minutes of the meeting of the Allotments Management Sub Committee held on 19 
November 2009 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted.

Collection of Allotment Plot Rents


A general discussion revolved around the collection of rents, during which session Councillor 
Roger Hannington was congratulated for the work he put in on this exercise and Councillor 
Maureen Cresser volunteered to assist on the next collection day during April.


General Maintenance 

Doug Mundy, a previous long serving Chairman, assisted the Clerk with the Parish Councils’  
tree management and general maintenance of the Hatch Allotments, including the 
numerous drainage issues that had been associated with the land. His offer to provide further 
help with the management of the site was gratefully accepted.

Water Troughs


A previous meeting had agreed on the addition of water troughs on both allotment grounds 
and an estimate had now been received in regard to the cost of labour to undertake the work.

Resolved that an estimate in the sum of £1,150 received from P. J. Hunt be accepted and that 

   the work be commenced as soon as time and weather permitted.( An opportunity 

   would also be taken to examine the water supply to see if the flow to the sites could 

   be improved)

Common Allotments


At the time of the construction of the skate board equipment on the Old Recreation Ground a 
condition had been imposed that no trees or mature bushes should be removed from the site. 
The boundary line between the Recreation Ground and the adjacent Allotments had been 
fenced in parts, but not along the entire length due to the existence of trees and bushes along 
the boundary. It had been contended that the existence of the Blackthorn bushes was a 
sufficient deterrent to prevent the allotments being encroached upon from the recreation 
ground, but the far corner had been rewired with 6 foot high chain link fencing and concrete 
posts. Councillor Roger Hannington proposed that the entire length from the Reading Road to 
the corner of the Scouts area should now be fenced and on being put to the vote it was 

Resolved that estimates be obtained for the erection of 6 foot chain linked fencing along the 
entire length of the boundary between the Old Recreation Ground and the Common 
Allotments.


Hatch Allotments


It had already been agreed that some form of ground consolidation, to firm up the vehicle 
tracks, would be laid from the entrance gate to the bottom of the allotments and Members 
undertook to give to the Clerk details of the tracking that they would like to be laid along a 
trial length of 20 yards from the entrance gate.

8.
Hatch Area – Flood Alleviation Scheme

A meeting had been arranged with Stuart Clarke, the Principal Engineer at West Berkshire 
Council, to inspect the land downstream of the watercourse flowing under the Reading 
Road. This area was adjacent to the new burial ground land, and it was of the utmost 
importance to ensure that there would not be any outstanding riparian rights obligations on 
land that would eventually be encompassed within the burial ground.
9.
Highway, Footway and Traffic

The Highway Parking consultation notice had been published on the Parish Council web site 
and local notices erected.


At the time of the parking discussions, the attention of West Berkshire Council officers had 
been directed to the condition of a number of lengths of highway verge which had been badly 
damaged as a result of vehicle parking. A site inspection meeting was being arranged, but had 
been set back due to the bad weather.


The Parish Council had requested details of the times when Clayhill Road and Reading Road 
had been treated during the period when the roads were covered in snow or ice. The District 
Council was also to be requested to name the location of all the salt bins within the parish and 
the frequency with which they were filled.


There was still no information on a start date for the repair of Burghfield Bridge.


Consideration was given to the detailed reply to Andrew Garrat’s letter prepared on behalf of 
the Ash Lane residents and presented by Pete Gate prior to the commencement of formal 
business. Resolved that the comments be noted and a copy be sent to the District Council 
with a request that all the points raised be answered.


It was agreed to await the completion of the new school building off School Lane before 
raising any obvious breaches in the planning conditions. Special attention would be directed 
to any new entrances created off of School Lane.

10.
Parish Footpath Map

Councillor Paul Lawrence confirmed that the document had been completed and a  quote was 
awaited from the printer.

11.
Litter Collection and Fly Tipping

The details of the Violia litter collection schedules within the parish was still waited.


The Parish Council part time litter collectors had been unable to complete their rounds due to 
the coverage of snow in areas where litter accumulated. Resolved that on the occasions when 
the weather had prevented completion of the schedules they be paid at 50% of the normal 
hourly rate.


Councillor Ian MacFarlane undertook to oversee the litter collection work and sign the time 
sheets before being passed for payment. Ian was thanked for agreeing to undertake this work.

12.
Millennium Pavilion 

A new contractor, Skilz, had been appointed to carry out the prevented maintenance work on 
the systems within the pavilion.


Further enhancements were being considered for the security systems installed at the pavilion. 
The occasion when the windows had been broken at the latter end of last year had been 
recorded and pictures were currently being examined.

13.
Red Telephone Boxes


The acquisition of the 3 red telephone boxes had included a clause that they be maintained in 
good condition( as opposed to the condition when in the ownership of BT) and attempts had 
been made to obtain estimates for the refurbishment and painting of the boxes. Figures had 
now been obtained as follows.


To remove all existing damaged glass, thoroughly rub down and clean paintwork inside and 
out, re-glaze with 6mm toughened glass and paint the boxes with the approved English 
Heritage colour. £1,650.00 per box plus VAT.


Resolved that the boxes in Hollybush Lane and the corner of Reading and Recreation Roads


   be treated in the above manner and that the estimate be accepted, provided that a 

   method of securing the boxes be included in the final cost.

14.
To consider any issues raised in the Emergency Planning presentation prior to the 
meeting on 19 November.

Resolved That the implementation of Emergency Plan Procedures be deferred for later 


   consideration.

15.
Conclusion


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.54 p.m.











Chairman
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