BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 20 May 2010, commencing at 7.30 p.m.

Present:


Mr. I. MacFarlane (Chairman),

Miss. M. Cresser, Mr. J. Gibson, 
Mr. R. Hannington, Mr. P. Lawrence, Mr. M. Wright.

Apologies:

Mrs. C. Jackson-Doerge, Mr. S. Hill, Dr. R. Longton, Mr. J. Sayer.
In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council




No parishioners

1.
Declarations of Interest
There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a member to declare either a personal or prejudicial interest.

2.
Election of Vice Chairman of the Committee


Resolved that Paul Lawrence be elected Vice Chairman of the Environment and Recreation 

   Committee for the ensuing Municipal Year.
3.
Minutes of the last meeting of the Committee
The minutes of the last meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee held on 18 March 2010, having been circulated, were confirmed a correct record and signed by the 

Chairman.

4.
Matters Arising on the Minutes


i.
The meeting at West Berkshire Council offices to consider the speed limit 



review for the entire length of Reading Road had been held on  21 April with Royce 

Longton in attendance.


ii.
Details had still not been received from West Berkshire Council in regard to the 


specification and costing of the new footpath from the Cunning Man to the Hatch 

area of Burghfield Village.(It was now thought  possible that these figures may never 

materialise).

iii.
Work on the restoration of the footpath through the Hatch Recreation Ground had 

commenced.


iv.
The fence around the pond on the Hatch Allotments had been erected. 





v.
The additional water troughs had been installed on the Hatch and Common 


allotments.


vi.
The meeting with Stuart Clerk, the Principal Engineer at West Berkshire Council,



to inspect the water course around the proposed boundary of the new burial ground 



had taken place.


vii.
No reply yet from the request for West Berkshire Council to supply further 


information about their supposed gritting and salting treatments during the inclement 

weather. 


viii.
No reply yet for further information requested from West Berkshire Council by the 

Ash Lane residents in regard to the non closure of Ash Lane to through traffic.


ix.
A number of pre contract issues had arisen prior to the signing of the formal orders 

for the supply and erection of the recreation ground play equipment.  These had all 

been satisfactorily addressed and further progress was imminent.


x.
The new dog bins had been erected on the Old Recreation Ground and the Common 

Recreation Ground.


xi.
The site meeting had been held with representatives from the Burghfield Residents 



Association and Thames Valley Police in regard to the May Fayre. A revised stall 

holder lay out was approved.


xii.
The old well roof structure had not yet been inspected on the Wells recreation ground.


xiii.
Further attempts would be made to purchase a second hand wood chipper. From 


initial enquiries
it would appear that the hire periods were booked well in advance

for the periods required to undertake the parish work.


xiv.
The inspection of the damaged highway verges had not yet taken place.


xv.
The majority of the allotment rents had been collected. Thanks were recorded for the 

work undertaken by Frances and Roger Hannington, ably assisted by Maureen 


Cresser.


xvi.
A copy of the revised allotment garden rules had been provided to every plot holder 

attending on the rent payment day.

xvii.
The meeting of the Allotments Sub Committee due to be held earlier that evening had 

been postponed due to the inability to form a quorum. Any inconvenience was 


regretted.


xviii.
Litter had been cleared along Deans Copse Road. 


xviiii.
Further enquiries were being made in regard to the pavilion broadband link for the 

pavilion security facilities.


xx.
The two red telephone kiosks now owned by the Parish Council  had been reglazed 

and repainted. 

5.
Recreation Ground Play Equipment


The Clerk reported that there had been a number of pre contract issues that had to be settled 
before the formal order forms for the supply and erection of the selected equipment could be 
signed.
Compliance with Financial Regulations had been uppermost in the negotiations 
which were now near to a successful conclusion.

6.
Recreation Ground Administration.


 Common 
A detailed agronomy report had been received from TGMS Ltd, courtesy of 


SCS Landscape Management, setting out the current condition of the ground 


and the recommendations for future treatment and care. The ultimate solution 


was to completely remodel the entire ground, impossible, but more practical 


solutions were available within the current budget range. Resolved that the 


May and September treatments be applied to the ground, in accordance with 


the specific recommendations of TGMS Ltd. The cost of these two treatments 


would be £ 1,440.00 plus VAT.



Last Monday had again witnessed an unruly end of school group from the 


Willink School 
leaving an untidy mess on the ground. Parishioners had 



assisted with the subsequent clean up. The attention of the Head teacher was 


to be directed to the occasion.


Hatch

A similar treatment to that of the Common was to be applied to the ground. 


The cost of the two applications would be £740.00 plus VAT.



The Annual May Fayre had been held with no adverse effect upon the ground




and the co-operation between the Burghfield Residents Association and the 


Parish Council had been appreciated.


Old Rec
The Play Area Safety Inspection Report for the ground had been received 


from RoSPA. The skate board equipment had been considered to be free 



of the need for any remedial maintenance, and small items of care on the 



ground were already receiving attention. 


Wells

An area of safety surfacing had been torn from the play surface by mindless 


vandals. In view of the fact that it was soon due to be replaced it would not 


be repaired, but attention would be paid to any safety problems that may 



arise in the interim.

7.
Parish Maintenance

Rubbish was reported to be left alongside Dean’s Copse Road and Bennetts Hill Road. Three 
mattresses had been left on the roadside at Amners Farm Road. West Berks Council would be 
requested to remove it.


There were no issues to raise in connection to the regular maintenance tasks within the parish.

8.
Highways and Footways

The West Berkshire Council Resurfacing Programme for 2010/2011 was received. It was 
noted that sections of Theale Road and Folly Lane were the only roads in the parish of 
Burghfield scheduled to receive treatment. 


The request for West Berkshire Council Highways officers to check out the speed 
restrictions on the road from the Cunning Man to the Hollybush Lane Crossroads had taken 
place and the speed review meeting, attended by Royce Longton, had decided:

1.  That the limit on the stretch between Burghfield Bridge and the Reading boundary at the 
     railway bridge be reduced from 60 to 40.

2.  That the limit on the stretch between the present 30 limits at Burghfield Bridge and 

     Burghfield Village be reduced from 60 to 50.

3.  No alteration to the existing 40 on Burghfield Hill had been agreed.


In considering the above the Committee, by a majority of 4-2, resolved to oppose the 
proposed reduction in the speed limits on the above lengths of road. They also agreed to 
request the erection of a flashing 30 sign at the approach to Man’s Hill within the 30 limit. 


The 30 exit signs when leaving Burghfield Village were obscured and a request would be 
made for the adjacent vegetation to be cut back.

9.
Allotments Management 


As recorded earlier, the rent collection day had been held and the majority of rents had been 
collected. The collection of the outstanding amounts would be hastened.


There were no matters in regard to the administration of the plots that required the attention of 
the Committee.

10.
Parish Burial Ground

The Clerk outlined the issues that had been addressed since the last meeting. The need to go 
out to tender for the ground clearance activities was recognised and an additional suitable 
name had been added to the list of potential contractors.
11.
Hatch Area – Flood Alleviation Scheme


No further information had been received from West Berkshire District Council in regard to 
the listed possible capital and revenue schemes, but the site attendance at the Burial Ground 
had led to the suggestion that the adherence to the riparian rights obligations by Englefield 
Estate may alleviate the Hatch area problem. Further enquiries would be made.
12.
Parish Footpath Map


Councillor Paul Lawrence undertook to let the clerk have the final draft of the parish footpath 
map in order that West Berkshire Council could be invited to tender for the printing work. 


Members were not able to attend the Mid and West Berkshire Local Access Forum to be held 
on Wednesday 2 June at the Nature Discovery Centre, Thatcham.
13.
Litter Collection


Details of dumped rubbish had been reported earlier during the meeting. There were no 
other items to consider.

14.
Millennium Pavilion


The security system had captured images of the graffiti spraying on the pavilion and details 
had been supplied to Thames Valley Police. The new maintenance schedule had been agreed 
with Skilz and the work so far was satisfactory.


Following the failure of the contracted cleaners, Karen and Vince Eagle had kindly agreed to

undertake the cleaning duties within the pavilion.

15.
Emergency Planning Seminar 

Councillors Michael Wright and Paul Lawrence were appointed to attend the Emergency 
Planning Seminar at the Council Chamber, West Berkshire Council, Market Street on 
Tuesday 22 June, commencing at 6.30 p.m. Following the presentation, Michael undertook to 
prepare 
a guidance report for the Parish Council.

16.
Conclusion


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.40 p.m.










Chairman
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