BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Parish Council was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 12th January 2006, commencing at 7.45 p.m.

Present:

Mr. D. Mundy (Chairman),

Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. R. Hannington, Mr. M. Heap 

Mr. S. Hill, Mr. S. James, Mr. A. Orme, 

Mr. M. Paterson-Borland, Mr. J. Valentine

Mr. D. Woad.

Apologies: 

Mrs. L. Jones (family), 

Mr. M. Lochrie (work), Dr. R. Longton (work),

Village Hall Manager.

In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council,





 Parishioners were present.

The Open session, prior to the commencement of the formal business, was again commenced by questions and answers on the placement for the proposed skate board facilities on the Old Recreation Ground. Previous assurances were reiterated in regard to Health and Safety and Risk Assessment for the suitability of the ground to accommodate a skate board facility.

The Parish Council had received a copy of a petition sent to the West Berkshire District Council, Parishioners spoke in support of the petition, which had been signed by 41 parishioners. The wording of the petition was as follows. “We, the undersigned, are against the planting of trees and shrubs, to prohibit young children playing ball games on the Green, in Valley Road, Burghfield Common. Parishioners outlined their reasons for the objection to the planting.

A parishioner discussed outstanding issues with District Councillor John Farrin in regard to a piece of land in the vicinity of Sandbrook Walk.
114.
Co-option of Parish Councillors


There were no nominations for the 6 vacancies.

It was resolved that the period of absence, due to ill health, of Mrs. Lorraine Jones be extended to 11th May 2006
115.
Declarations of Interest
Councillor Martin Heap declared a personal interest in agenda item 18, Valley Road Shrub Planting, due to his proximity to the site.

116.
Minutes of the last meeting of the Parish Council

The minutes of the last meeting of the Parish Council held on 10th November 2005, having been circulated, were confirmed a correct record and signed by the 

Chairman.

117.
Matters Arising on the Minutes


i.
The Evening Post Circulation Department had been contracted to deliver a 

copy of the Parish Magazine to every dwelling within the Burghfield 

Common area of the parish. Problems had been encountered and it became apparent that no deliveries had yet been made within the specified area.
The deliveries to the Hatch and Burghfield Bridge had been subject to Royal Mail schedules and had arrived on time.
118.
District Council Report

District Councillor John Farrin gave a brief report on District Council affairs. He 

gave personal views on the proposed development at Kennet Valley Park, and 

was requested to ensure that the District Council undertook a formal consultation

exercise with the parish council. 

The subject of the ban on drinking in public places was discussed and John was requested to notify the parish council of the designated areas within which the ban would apply.

Enquiries would be made as to whether alcohol outlets were maintaining registers of approaches from underage customers.

119.
Chairman’s Questions
The Chairman drew attention to increased levels of criminal damage within the parish.

Members raised questions in regard to rubbish around the Esso Service Station and to alleged horse riding on the Common Recreation Ground.

120.
Environment and Recreation Committee

The minutes of the meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee

held on the 17th November 2005 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted.
121.
Planning Committee

The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 24th November 2005 were received and the proceedings and observations were endorsed and adopted.

122.
Village Hall Management Committee

The minutes of the meeting of the Village Hall Management Committee

held on the 17th November 2005 were received and the proceedings were 

endorsed and adopted.

Resolved that the recommendation in regard to the development of the Village 


    Hall be endorsed unanimously, and that the approved scheme be as 

    follows:

i.
Agreement on the total overall requirements for the full enhancement scheme. This will also include the acoustics improvement for the Hall.

ii.
Construction of the toilet for the disabled and any necessary 

ancillary work, i.e., adequate replacement storage accommodation 

for the maintenance of the building.

iii.
Construction of the administration, storage and small meeting 

facilities.

123.
Village Hall Management

The Clerk, in the absence of the Village Hall Manager, gave a brief verbal report on the activities held in the Hall during October, and answered questions. The financial report is appended to the minutes in the official minute book.

124.
Burghfield and Mortimer Neighbourhood Action Group

The minutes the last meeting of BMNAG held on 15th November 2005 were received and noted.

Notification had been received that a consultation meeting had been arranged for 

Friday 13th January at The Barn Goose Croft Lane, Purley commencing at 7 00 p.m.. Councillor Tony Orme confirmed that he would be attending.

125.
Skate Board Facilities 
The Clerk reported that he had met with an inspector from RoSPA on the site of the Old Recreation Ground, and a detailed written report on the suitability of the ground for the proposed skate board facilities was awaited.

Confirmation was also awaited from West Berkshire District Council as to whether the structure would require planning permission.

126.
Reports from Parish Council Representatives on Outside Bodies

Councillor John Gibson had attended a meeting of the Burghfield and Mortimer Volunteer Bureau.
Councillor Derek Woad had attended a meeting of the Hospital Public Information Trust.

127.
Financial Reports
i.
The Bank Reconciliation Statements as at 30th November and 31st December 2005 were introduced and are appended to the official minutes. 



ii.
Resolved that the items for payment shown on the list attached to 

    the minutes be authorised for payment, such sums to be 

    debited to the account of the Parish Council.
128
Finance and Compliance Committee

The minutes of the meeting of the Finance and Compliance Committee

held on the 29th November 2005 were received and the proceedings were 

endorsed and adopted.


Resolved unanimously that the capital and revenue estimates prepared by the 

   Finance and Compliance Committee be endorsed and 

   adopted.

129.
Precept to be Served Upon West Berkshire District Council


Resolved unanimously that a precept in the sum of £190,000 be served upon 

   West Berkshire District Council for general purposes for 

   the financial year commencing 1st April 2006.

130.
Shrub Planting – Land off Valley Road.
The Open Meeting earlier had learnt of the displeasure of parishioners who had sent a petition to West Berkshire District Council with the following wording.
“We, the undersigned, are against the planting of trees and shrubs, to prohibit young children playing ball games on the Green, in Valley Road, Burghfield Common.


Following a discussion on the merits of the work it was resolved unanimously:
i.
to support the petition and to request that the former condition be reinstated.

ii.
to seek the services of the conciliation service to solve the problem.

iii.
to protest at the lack of prior consultancy with District Councillors or the Parish Council.
131.
To give consideration as to whether the Parish Council desires to support a link between The Willink School and a school in the Republic of Moldova.

The Parish Council had received a request to support a link between The Willink School and a school in The Republic of Moldova. It was understood that this would not involve the parish council in any activities, but would make it easier for a link to be forged between the two schools.
Resolved that the Burghfield Parish Council supports in principle the proposed link between a school in The Republic of Moldova and The Willink School, Burghfield Common, England.

132.
Conclusion


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 10.05 p.m.
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