BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Planning Committee was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 23 October 2008, commencing at 8.10 p.m.


Present:


Mr. S. James (Chairman),

Mrs. C. Jackson-Doerge, Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. C. Greaves,

Mr. S. Hill, Mr. P. Lawrence, Mr. M. Paterson-Borland,

Mr. D. Woad, Mr. M. Wright.

Apologies:

Mr. I. MacFarlane, 


In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council





No Parishioners

1.
Declarations of Interest

Mr. Christopher Greaves declared a prejudicial interest in planning application 


number 08/01939, and left the room, taking no part in the discussion or decision.
Mr. Stephen James declared a personal interest in planning application number 

08/01939, and remained in the chair.

2.
Minutes of the Last Meetings of the Planning Committee
[image: image1.png]2008

Mr David Holling Burghfield Parish Council
Head of Legal and Electoral Services Address

West Berkshire Council

Council Offices Our Ref:

Market Street Your Ref: 06/01131/FULD
Newbury Please ask for:

Berks Telephone No:

RG14 5LD e-mail:

Dear Mr Holling

Re: Planning Application Number 06/01131/FULD
Bayleaf Cottage, 27 Woodlands Avenue, Burghfield Common
Contribution towards provision of improvements to Burghfield Parish Council’s Public Open
Space

I acknowiedge receipt of a cheque for £9,502.00 towards the provision of improvements to Burghfield
Parish Council’s existing public open space.

| confirm that the monies will be expended on improvements to existing public open space and | shall
provide to you evidence of completion of the works on which the contribution has been used.

| acknowledge that if the whole or any part of the contribution is not spent within a reasonable amount of
time, and the developer successfully challenges and requires repayment of the unspent contribution, West
Berkshire Council is entitled to recover from Burghfield Parish Council the unspent monies together with
accrued interest. This is in recognition of the fact that the Local Authority would be required to repay to the
developer the contribution together with accrued interest.

Yours sincerely

(Authorised Signatory)



Resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 25 

   September 2008 be approved as a true and correct record and be 

   signed by the Chairman.

3.
Matters Arising on the Minutes


There were no matters arising on the minutes.
4.
Chairman’s Delegated Planning Observations

The Chairman had not submitted any observations under delegated responsibility.

5.
Consideration of Planning Applications
The following planning applications were received.


App. No.
Location and Proposal



Observation

08/01939
Land adjacent to 1 Springwood Lane 
Objection. See 



Removal of Oil tank bund and erection
appendix for




Of 2 bed bungalow with integral garage.
Details.


08/01468
Pre School Playgroup, Pinchcut

Noted




Amended site plan.

6.
Planning Application Decisions


The following planning decisions were received:


App. No.
Location and Proposal


Decision


08/01201
4 Palmers Cottages, Palmers Lane,

Granted




Conservatory to rear of property.


08/01612
2 Kirkwood Crescent,



Granted




Conservatory.


08/01656
31-33 Clayhill Road,



Granted




1 x s/s fascia sign and 1 x s/s 
projecting sign.

08/01678
10 Birch Road,



Granted




Two storey side extension.
7.
Section 106 Developer Contributions
The District Council had written to inform the Parish Council that a payment of £9,502.00 had been received from the developer of Bayleaf Cottage, 27 Woodlands Avenue, to be used for the provision of improvements to Burghfield Parish Council’s Public Open Space.
A copy of the acknowledgement letter required by the District Council is appended to the minutes. The Clerk was confirmed as the correct signatory to this and any other similar letters.

The Parish Council would continue to press the District Council for information in regard to the procedures necessary to stage a claim for section 106 contributions towards parish expenditure.

8.
Village Design Statement

The proceedings at the Village Design Statement Workshop held on 28 September were reviewed, and the format for the second workshop to be held on 8 November was finalised. The event advertising was reviewed, and all members were to be involved in the distribution of flyers and posters.
The Chairman had given advise and guidance to the new groups, asking them to find and photograph locations that they favoured within their allocated area. 
The refreshments for the forthcoming event were reviewed, the final amounts to be determined by the number of parishioners who had registered for the event.
9.
Rural Housing Trust

Alison Read, The Area Programme Manager for the Rural Housing Trust, had written to confirm that she had contacted a land owner in regard to the proposed scheme.
10.
Conclusion

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.27 p.m.








Chairman








27 November 2008

Appendix 1 to Minutes

Planning application: 08/01939 – Land adjacent to 1 Springwood Lane

The Parish Council objects to the planning application for the following reasons:

Access is not onto Springwood Lane, it is onto a public footpath. This runs between Bunces Lane and Springwood Lane, and is shown on Ordnance Survey maps, and maintained by the West Berkshire unitary authority. This footpath is well and frequently used by ramblers the year round. It is known as the “Roman Ramble” and starts in Burghfield, going through to Calleva and Atrebatum. The illustrated access is also a blind access onto the footpath, with no visibility in the direction of Bunces Lane. This is clearly dangerous to other users of the footpath.

The proposed residence does not provide adequate garden space for the inhabitants, and the space it does offer is sandwiched between the proposed building and the proposed neighbour at 1 Springwood Lane.

The separation between the .proposed building, and the existing building, at number 1 Springwood Lane, is inadequate. It does not provide suitable privacy for residents of either property, and would bring with it a noise nuisance. The distance of wall to wall, as measured on the ground, appears to be anything between 6 (six) and 9 (nine) metres. This is not minimum quality for West Berkshire, and would not be suitable in a rural environment.

The proposed building is of such a magnitude, that it would reduce the light entering the sitting room and kitchen of the existing building at 1 Springwood Lane. This is a detrimental effect upon the status quo, which is unacceptable, and would illustrate poor design quality.

The electricity supply is brought into Springwood Lane on overhead cabling. A supporting pole, and its associated stabilising steel guy cable is in the plot. Consultation does not appear to have been carried out with the incumbent power company. This consultation would need to be carried out before consideration of further proposals.

The Tree Protection Officer should be asked if the trees in the garden of the applicant have TPO’s on them, whether they need them, and what impact, if any, there would be on the oak trees?

The size and shape of the proposed dwelling, and its associated garden areas are considered to be below the standard required for new dwellings, with hazardous access.

Construction traffic at this location would cause an unacceptable disturbance to users of the public footpath and Springwood Lane.
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