BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
A meeting of the Parish Council was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 10 September 2009, commencing at 7.45 p.m.

Present:


Mr. J. Valentine (Chairman),




Miss. M. Cresser, Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. C. Greaves, Mr. M. Hall, 



Mr. S. Hill, Mr. S. James, Mr. P. Lawrence, Mr. M. Lochrie, 




Mr. I. MacFarlane, Mr. A Orme, Mr. M. Patterson-Borland, 




Mr. D. Woad.


Apologies:

Mrs. C. Jackson-Doerge, , Dr. R. Longton, 




In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council, Village Hall Manager.





5 parishioners.

Open Meeting


Rebecca Gore addressed the meeting, offering reasons as to why she should be co-opted on to 
the Parish Council. The Chairman explained the procedures.

*


Simon Pickett, speaking on behalf of the Burghfield Scout Group, explained that the 
Group merged with the Sulhamstead Scout group in 2007 and is now called 1st Burghfield and 
Sulhamstead Scout Group. It continues to be headquartered in Burghfield. At the time of the 
merger the combined groups had membership of just over 100. The reason for the merger was 
not that either group was weak, but simply that it was felt that more could be achieved by 
combining forces and this has proved to be the case. Since joining together they have seen the 
numbers grow exponentially from 100 to over 250 today. The Council would be pleased and 
proud to know that the village now has the largest Scout Group in Berkshire and one of the 
largest in the Country! In 2007 it was the fastest growing of all 10,000 Scout Groups in the 
UK. In addition there was a waiting list of children that cannot join because of being 
constrained by a lack of people and property resources. 

The HQ is therefore fully occupied and in fact one of the Cub Packs already has to meet 
elsewhere because of lack of space. To meet demand in full it is believed that they need to 
open 1 new Beaver Colony, 1 new Cub pack and 1 new Scout Troop.


They identified the need some time ago to either relocate to a bigger site or build a new HQ 
on the existing site so that they could meet the demand for scouting locally. Having 
dismissed several options it is felt that the quickest and most cost efficient way of achieving 
what was needed is to simply extend the existing building to accommodate a second meeting 
hall, larger storage and larger kitchen and toilet facilities.
To achieve the objective they do not need to build on any of the existing grass area which they need to protect because Scouts like to be outdoors.

The Scouts property sub committee are at a stage where they would like to start spending 
money on architects/planning etc but before doing so need to make key stakeholders aware of 
their plans and to seek any feedback they may have at this stage. The Parish Council are 
clearly one of these important stakeholders.

In due course they will need the Parish Councils support through the planning process and a

renegotiation of the lease agreement in order to have at least 21 years left for the 
purpose of 
grant funding.

The subject was on the agenda for later in the meeting and Simon was thanked for his detailed presentation.


Tony Hales requested further information on the reasons for the erection of the NO DOGS 
notices recently erected on the Common Allotments. The Chairman explained that the subject 
would be fully aired at the meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee to be held 
on Thursday 17 September at the village hall. Parishioners would be most welcome

*

054.
Declarations of Interest
There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a member to declare either a personal or prejudicial interest.

055.
To receive the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting
Resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 9 July 2009 be

                approved as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

056.
Matters Arising on the Minutes


i.
The District Council had been informed of the Parish Council’s observations in 


regard to their decision to repair the ford and keep Ash Lane open to through traffic.

ii.
The final draft of the Village Design Statement had been sent to West Berkshire 


District Council for their scrutiny before adoption and publication.

057.
To give consideration to a proposal from the 1st Burghfield  and Sulhamstead Scout Group to extend and amend the lease for the use of the Old Recreation Ground.


Simon Pickett, the Group Scout Leader had given a detailed presentation of the current set up 
and future needs of the Scout Group, and these issues were given detailed consideration.


Resolved
i.
That the Parish Council’s solicitors be requested to liaise with the 



Scout headquarters in the drafting of a new lease for the site for a 



period of 35 years.




ii.
That the wording of the new lease be reviewed to take into account





the increased size of the Group, but that the amount payable be 





retained as existing.



iii.
That support be forthcoming for the, approved, development plans 



for the site.

058.
Chairman’s Report


The Chairman had no specific information to impart, and there were no questions put to him.
059.
Parish Councillors Responsibilities

The Chairman reminded Members of their obligations in regard to the collective 
responsibility doctrine of parish councils and of the need to ensure that they did not, at any 
time, act in a unilateral capacity. It was also important to ensure, as far as possible, that if 
allocated a duty, it was carried out efficiently or the reasons given for non compliance.

060.
District Councillors Report


District Councillor Royce Longton had prepared a written report which had been circulated 
with the Agenda papers and appears as an appendix to the minutes.


District Councillor Carol Jackson-Doerge had been informed that there had been no decision 
on “800 houses for Burghfield”, but a tentative proposal to spread that number of houses 
around the areas of Pangbourne, Theale, Mortimer, Burghfield, Purley, Tilehurst 
and Calcot.

061.
Village Hall Management Committee


The schedule of payments for July and August was presented by the Village Hall Manager 
and is appended to the minutes.

062.
Environment and Recreation Committee

The minutes of the meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee held on 16 July 
2009 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted.


The Chairman of the Committee, Tony Orme, drew attention to a letter written by Mr. James 
Foley, a Hatch Allotment plot holder, congratulating the Clerk on the recent work in 
connection with the Parish Council land 
registration activities.

063.
Planning Committee


The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 9 July and the draft minutes 
of the meeting held on 23 July 2009 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and 
adopted.

064.
New burial ground.

A letter dated 7 August had been received from Ken McDiarmid, the Resident Land Agent at the Englefield Estate, confirming that he could approve, in principle, and subject to the views of the Trustees, a lease of suitable length of the area of land adjoining the church yard at St. Mary’s, Burghfield. Mr. McDiarmid also gave permission for approved agents of the Parish Council to have access for the purposes of a detailed survey and associated scrub clearance.


Following receipt of the letter, the Clerk had arranged for the Parish Council’s tree surgeon to undertake a survey of the trees within the area and to prepare a report for West Berkshire District Council on the parish council’s proposals. Contacts were also to be made with surveyors qualified in cemetery design and development with a view to the preparation of tender documents for the necessary clearance and design work.


A meeting of the Burial Ground Sub Committee would be convened when the Chairman was satisfied that the time was justified.
065.
Financial Matters 

i.
Accounts Reconciliation as at 31 July and 31 August  2009.



The accounts reconciliation statement for the months ended 31 July and 31 August 

2009 were received and noted, and are appended to the minutes.

ii.
Accounts for Payment.

Resolved that the items for payment shown on the list attached to the minutes be 


authorised for payment, such sums to be debited to the account of the Parish Council.
066.
To receive brief verbal reports from Parish Council Representatives attending 


meetings of Outside Bodies to which they have been appointed.


Derek Woad had attended the Parish/District Conference.

067.
To receive a request for support in regard to the Sustainable Communities Act 


Amendment Bill.


The Sustainable Communities Act is a radical piece of legislation which became law 
following a five year campaign supported by the National Association of Local Councils and 


the Society of Local Council Clerks. The Act sets up a “bottom up” process whereby citizens 
and their councils can drive government action to promote and protect thriving communities.


By whatever means, Local Councils were omitted from the process by Whitehall officials, 
and there was now a campaign for an amendment Bill to the original Act that will not only 
formally include Local Councils in the process, but will also give them new powers in that 
process.



Resolved that the proposed amendment to the Sustainable Communities Act be supported.
068.
Matters for Future Discussion

The following items were agreed for inclusion on the agenda for the next meeting of the 
Parish Council on 8 October 2009.


Youth facilities within the parish of Burghfield.


Local Policing Summary 2009 and Annual Report.

069.
Conclusion


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.06 p.m.











Chairman











8 October 2009
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