BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
A meeting of the Parish Council was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 11 September 2008, commencing at 7.45 p.m.

Present:


Mr. J. Valentine (Chairman),

Mrs. C. Jackson-Doerge, Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. S. Hill, 

Mr. S. James, Mr. M. Lochrie, Mr. I. MacFarlane, 

Mr. P. Lawrence, Dr. R. Longton, Mr. D. Woad.
Apologies: 

Mr. M. Hall (work), Mr. R. Hannington (work),

Mr. M. Patterson-Borland (work), Mr. P. Kearney (work), 




Mr. M. Wright (holiday).

In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council.





9 Parishioners


Open Meeting


Parishioners expressed their opposition to a proposed development at The Close, 

Burghfield Common. The comments made were recorded and would be taken into account when the planning application was discussed by the Planning Committee.

Mr. Chris Greaves expressed an interest in becoming a Parish Councillor, and the Chairman explained the established procedure.
049.
Declarations of Interest
There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a Member to declare either a personal or prejudicial interest.
050.
To Receive the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting
Resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 10 July 2008 

   be approved as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.
051.
To consider any matters arising on the minutes
i.
The post of school crossing patrol to monitor the crossing of Clayhill Road had not yet been filled. The latest information was that there still appeared to be a recruitment problem.
ii.
The Parish Council support of, and the recommendation in regard to, the resurfacing work at Sandbrooke Walk had been accepted by the District Council, although the standard of work could not be guaranteed for 10 years as had been requested. Mark Edwards, the Head of Highways and Transportation, had supplied details as to the method of tender selection and the specification for the work.
iii.
A planning application for the revision of condition 3 of the consent granted in respect of the proposed Burial Ground adjacent to St. Mary’s Churchyard had been submitted to West Berkshire District Council. When approved, a further meeting would be convened with the Parochial Church Council in order to agree a number of administrative procedures. A letter confirming the intention to declare the existing Churchyard closed when the burial plots had been fully allocated was still awaited from the Church of England.

052.
Co-option of Parish Councillors

An interest had been expressed as reported above.

053.
Chairman’s Report

The Chairman of the Parish Council was absent due to a business commitment and there were no items to report.
054.
District Council Report
District Councillor Royce Longton reported on a number of activities relating to Burghfield.

The District Council had agreed to undertake the work at Sandbrooke Walk with an 80/20%
split in costs. The work was due to commence during October.
In a public consultation exercise, West Berkshire Council had proposed that 1,000 new homes from the South East Plan allocation should be built in rural areas, that a Rural Settlement Hierarchy be established with housing directed primarily to settlements with the greatest range of services and that Burghfield Common emerged as a “Rural Service Centre” which may expect to receive a significant housing allocation. The consultation response had now been analysed and indicated no clear support for this approach. District Council officers were now considering the best way forward in the light of this response.
The new waste management system had started to settle down, but there were again numerous situations reported by parish councillors that indicated that all was far from the claims of the formal press releases. 

055.
Village Hall Management Committee

The Village Hall Manager’s report for the months of July and August was received and noted, and the details appended in the official minute book.
056.
Planning Committee

The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 10 July and the draft minutes of the meeting held on 24 July 2008 were received and the proceedings endorsed and adopted.


Arising on the minutes it was confirmed that Willink School was the venue for
the Village Design Workshop on Saturday 27 September, commencing at 9.30 am.. All Parish Councillors were urged to attend this important event.
057.
Finance Committee

The draft minutes of the meeting of the Finance and Compliance Committee held on 17 July 2008 were received and the proceedings endorsed and adopted.

058.
Parish Plan Committee

The draft minutes of the meeting of the Parish Plan Committee held on 17 July 2008 were received and the proceedings endorsed and adopted.

059.
Communications and Parish Plan Committee

The draft minutes of the meeting of the Communications and Parish Liaison Committee held on 24 July 2008 were received and the proceedings endorsed and adopted.

Arising on the minutes, it was confirmed that Dr. Royce Longton would lead a parish walk through Omers Gully in the Spring. Anyone with photographs of the parish was requested to bring them to the VDS workshop.

060.
Financial Matters:


i.
Accounts Reconciliation as at 31 July and 31 August  2008.



The accounts reconciliations for the months ended 31 July and 31 August

2008 were received and noted, and are appended to the minutes.

ii.
Accounts for Payment.

Resolved that the items for payment shown on the list attached to the 

   minutes be authorised for payment, such sums to be debited to 

   the account of the Parish Council.
061.
To receive brief verbal reports from Representatives on Outside Bodies

Royce Longton had attended a meeting of Bland’s Foundation

Stephen James had represented the Parish Council at the Kennet Valley Preservation Association meeting.
062.
Request for Burghfield Football Club to use the Parish Council Logo on their

 
shirts 

Burghfield Football Club had submitted a request to reproduce the Parish Council 


logo on their shirts. The reason behind the request was that the logo was relevant in

content
and linked the football club to the parish that the teams represent.

Resolved that the request be granted subject to the preparation of a formal copyright

   agreement signed by both parties. 
063.
PCSO Subsidised Post

Royce Longton, the Chairman of the Burghfield and Mortimer Neighbourhood Action Group, gave a brief verbal report on the overall success of the scheme.

064.
District/Parish Conference

An invitation was received for the District/Parish Council Conference to be held on

Tuesday 21 October in the Council Chamber, Market Street, Newbury, commencing 

at 6.00 pm.

The following members were appointed to represent the parish council.
Derek Woad, Paul Lawrence, John Valentine and Tony Orme.

065.
Junior Citizen 2008

A poster was received from West Berkshire Council, inviting nominations for the award of Junior Citizen of the Year for West Berkshire. Attributes would be to have helped someone in trouble, shown an act of bravery, achieved excellence in school, work or in an outside activity or contributed to make West Berkshire a better place to live and work.
066.
Future Agenda Items
Whilst maybe not a future agenda item, the acting Chairman, John Valentine, drew attention to the preparation of a parish footpath map, as agreed by the Communication and Parish Liaison Committee. The finished  map would be published and also appear on the Parish Council web site.
Following the report submitted to the Finance and Compliance Committee, the Chairman asked the Clerk to prepare a list of the many different aspects of his work. The list could be used to allocate tasks to Members, thereby alleviating some of the

routine work currently undertake by the Clerk.

067.
Conclusion


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.07 pm.










Chairman
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