BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
A meeting of the Parish Council was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 9 October 2008, commencing at 7.45 p.m.

Present:


Mr. A. Orme (Chairman),

Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. M. Hall,
Mr. R. Hannington, Mr. S. Hill, 

Mr. S. James, Mr. I. MacFarlane, Mr. M. Patterson-Borland,
Mr. P. Lawrence, Dr. R. Longton, Mr. J. Valentine, 
Mr. D. Woad, Mr. M. Wright
Apologies: 

Mrs. C. Jackson-Doerge (work).

In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council.





11 Parishioners


Open Meeting

Mr. Gomm reiterated his request for consideration to be given to the extension of the bund on the Hatch Allotments.

Young parishioners requested the Parish Council to provide more challenging skate board ramps on the Old Recreation Ground site. The Chairman undertook to meet their representatives on site to ascertain their precise requirements.
068.
Declarations of Interest
There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a Member to declare either a personal or prejudicial interest.
069.
To Receive the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting
Resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 11 September 


   2008 be approved as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.
070.
To consider any matters arising on the minutes
i.
It was not yet known if the post of school crossing patrol to monitor the crossing of Clayhill Road had been filled. The latest information was that there still appeared to be a recruitment problem.

ii.
John Valentine tabled the draft parish footpath map, showing the location of the statutory footpaths and a description of the nature of the walks. Each path would be walked before the final narrative was published.
iii.
The Clerk had prepared a list of the many aspects of his work and an occasion would be sought when some of the tasks could be allocated to Members.
071.
Co-option of a Parish Councillor to fill a Casual Vacancy

Resolved the Mr. Chris Greaves, 14 Auclum Close, Burghfield Common, be 



   co opted to serve as a parish councillor for the ensuing term of office.

072
Appointment of Parish Councillor to serve on the Committee Structure


Resolved that Mr. Chris Greaves be appointed to serve on the Environment and 
   Recreation and Planning Committees for the duration of the current 

   Municipal Year.
073
Chairman’s Report

The Chairman had no matters to bring to the attention of Members. There were no questions to answer.

074
District Council Report

Dr. Royce Longton reported on relevant District Council activities. The Paices Hill green waste collection centre was now permanently closed, allegedly due to the success of the new waste collection service undertaken by Violia.  The new system had commenced with a district wide range of complaints and missed collections, but a formal request at the last District Council meeting had led to the information that any financial penalties imposed upon Violia by the District Council for lack of performance would remain confidential.

The green bags supplied for the collection of recycling materials had met with widespread complaints and were not considered fit for purpose.

075.
Village Hall Management Committee

The Village Hall Manager’s report for the month of September was received and 

noted, and the details appended in the official minute book.
076
Environment and Recreation Committee

The draft minutes of the meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee held on 18 September 2008 were received and it was resolved that the proceedings and recommendations be endorsed and adopted, subject to the amendments as detailed below.


The recommendations in regard to the flood alleviation proposals for the Hatch area 


were slightly modified and the revised agreed wording is as follows:

i.
That a meeting to discuss the various proposals be convened with West Berks 


Council, and that local residents be invited to attend.( A list of persons to be 



invited was prepared and handed to the Clerk)
ii.
That expert views be sought on the possible amount of water that could 


gather in the area following heavy rainfall, and the anticipated quantity and 


flow rate of water that could reasonably be expected to be evacuated from the 


Hatch Allotments area.

iii.
That no decision be made in regard to the possibility of an extension to the 


bund until all other possibilities had been investigated and put to the test.


The recommendation in regard to the skate board equipment was amended to read:

That Di Anne be informed that some modern art 
mural could be applied to selected areas of the skate board equipment in keeping with the locality, 

subject to acceptance of the design by the Parish Council prior to 

commencement of the work.


The tender for the resurfacing of the Common Recreation ground car park had not yet 

been resolved due to the fact that another price for the work, this time in concrete, had been received. The full specification was due to be received early the following week, and Members were reminded that the decision on selection of the successful tender had been delegated to the Clerk and Chairman of the Finance Committee, providing that the cost did not exceed £17,000 plus VAT.
077.
Planning Committee
The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 11 September and the draft minutes of the meeting held on 25 September 2008 were received and it was resolved that the proceedings be endorsed and adopted.
078.
To review the Village Design Workshop held on Saturday 27 September, and consider the outcome and the publicity for the next workshop on Saturday 8 November.

The Village Design Workshop held on 27 September at The Willink School had not attracted a large attendance, 8 Parish Councillors being among a total of 17 attendees.

Those present had taken an active part in visiting parts of the parish, taking photographs of areas or buildings of special interest, and presenting the findings to the workshop.

Consideration was given to improved methods of advertising the next workshop on 8 November and to the administrative arrangements, with the following decisions.
· 2,500 A5 flyers and 50 A4 posters to be distributed throughout the parish, supervised by the Chairman

· New teams to be formed if at all possible, each member of a team at the last workshop being responsible for recruiting two others.

· The notes of the last meeting to be circulated to all parish councillors.

· Derek Woad, Jonathan Gibson and Stephen James to be responsible for purchasing the refreshments.
079.
Remembrance Day Parade


Application had been made for the appropriate road closure orders for the 


Remembrance Day Parade on Sunday 9th November. Members appointed to act as 


stewards for the event were as follows:

John Gibson, Michael Hall, John Valentine, Matthew Paterson-Borland,

Roger Hannington, Royce Longton.

Chairman Tony Orme would be presenting a wreath on behalf of the Parish Council.

080.
To consider an offer from BT to acquire Discontinued Phone Boxes within the 

parish – BT’s Proposal to Re-align Payphone Provision to meet Consumer 


Demand
The proposal by BT to re-align payphone provision had resulted in the development of a scheme, where usage of the public payphone service is limited, that would provide the opportunity to take ownership of a red telephone box free of charge, ensuring the kiosk, minus the payphone equipment, is retained in situ for generations to come. Two versions of the list of boxes available to adopt had been provided by BT, and it was uncertain at this stage as to whether three or four boxes were available to adopt. The purchase price of each box, less the discontinued equipment, would be £1.00 including VAT.
There were mixed views on the desirability of adopting the red boxes, ranging from the unsightly sight of dirty and empty boxes to the urging by English Heritage that as many red boxes as possible should be saved for posterity.

The location of the boxes available for adoption, dependant upon which is the correct list, is as shown below:

01189832295
AWE, Burghfield



RG30 3RP

01189832463
Woodlands Avenue, Clayhill Road

RG7  3HE
01189832516
Recreation Road, Burghfield Common

RG7  3EN

01189832889
Hollybush Lane, Burghfield Common

RG7  3JN

Resolved that the Parish Council should adopt those red boxes, either three or four, 


   listed in the BT consultation documents, to prevent their removal from the 


   parish.
081.
Financial Matters:


i.
Accounts Reconciliation as at 30 September 2008.



The accounts reconciliation schedule for the month ended 30 September 2008 


was received and noted, and is appended to the minutes.

ii.
Accounts for Payment.

Resolved that the items for payment shown on the list attached to the 

   minutes be authorised for payment, such sums to be debited to 

   the account of the Parish Council.

iii.
Investment Strategy


Members attention was directed to the current problems within the banking

establishments and the uncertainty in regard to sound investment policies. The Parish Council accounts were with Lloyds TSB and a phone call that morning from the Clerk to the Parish Council’s Business Manager had established that the government advisors had backed the bank in the acquisition of the Bank of Scotland and were most unlikely to allow it to under perform in the public sector. The Parish Council had, when the occasion permitted, placed money with the Treasury investment arm of Lloyds TSB, and it was resolved that the policy of retaining the Lloyds TSB Bank accounts and investing with Lloyds Treasury should be continued.
082
To receive brief verbal reports from Parish Council Representatives 


attending meetings of Outside Bodies to which they have been appointed.


Mick Hall had attended the AWE Liaison Meeting and two exercises were 
planned. On the 22 Oct there would be a Safety exercise at AWE main site and on the 

21 Nov there will be a security exercise.
083.
Clerk’s items for information only.


Members were reminded that there were no meetings scheduled for the following 

week.

A Parish Plan Committee meeting followed by a Planning Committee meeting would 
be held 
on 23 October.

084.
Future Agenda Items

No new items were forthcoming.

085.
Conclusion


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 10.18 p.m.










Chairman










13 November 2008
