BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
A meeting of the Parish Council was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 13 November 

2008, commencing at 7.45 p.m.

Present:


Mr. A. Orme (Chairman),

Mrs. C. Jackson-Doerge, Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. M. Hall,

Mr. R. Hannington, Mr. S. Hill, Mr. S. James,
Mr. I. MacFarlane, Mr. M. Patterson-Borland,

Mr. P. Lawrence, Mr. M. Lochrie, Dr. R. Longton (8.30), Mr. J. Valentine, Mr. D. Woad, Mr. M. Wright

Apologies:

Village Hall Manager
In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council




No Parishioners

086.
Declarations of Interest
There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a Member to declare either a personal or prejudicial interest.
087.
To Receive the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting
Resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 9 October


   2008 be approved as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

088.
Matters Arising on the Minutes


i.
It was not yet known if the post of school crossing patrol to monitor the 



crossing of Clayhill Road had been filled. The latest information was that 



there still appeared to be a recruitment problem.

ii.
The proposed meeting to consider the Hatch flood alleviation scheme with 

West Berkshire District Council officers had not yet been convened. Clarification of some of the proposed work was awaited.


iii.
The tender for the resurfacing of the Common Recreation Ground car park 

had been awarded to J. S. Holmes at a total cost of £9,680.00 plus £924.00 VAT. This figure was well below the final budget figure.

iv.
The red telephone boxes in the parish listed by BT as available for adoption had been formally claimed, although the procedure had not been as straight forward as at first seemed likely. A copy of the contract had been obtained and the details were being examined prior to final acquisition. The list of available kiosks had been reduced to three, as shown below.

01189832295
AWE, Burghfield



RG30 3RP

01189832516
Recreation Road, Burghfield Common

RG7  3EN

01189832889
Hollybush Lane, Burghfield Common

RG7  3JN

089.
Chairman’s Report

The Chairman reported on the visit to AWE Burghfield on Monday 10 November, when an opportunity had been taken to ascertain the situation in regard to past and future flooding problems associated with the site.

090.
District Council Report

District Councillor Royce Longton had sent a written report, in anticipation that he would not be able to attend, and it was distributed to the attendees. A copy of the report is appended to the minutes.
District Councillor Carol Jackson-Doerge reported that the work on the road surface at Sandbrooke Walk was scheduled to commence in the near future. The pedestrian crossing requested for the Reading Road had been included in possible schemes within the District Council capital budget for 2009/2010.

091.
Village Hall Management Committee

The Village Hall Manager’s report for the month of October was received and 

noted, and the details appended in the official minute book.

The next meeting date for the VDS Group was booked for Tuesday 2 December, commencing at 6.00 pm. at the village hall.

092.
Parish Plan Committee
The draft minutes of the meeting of the Parish Plan Committee held on 23 October 2008 were received and it was resolved that the proceedings and recommendations be endorsed and adopted

093.
Parish Plan Update Report


A Parish Plan Update report had been prepared by Councillor Matthew Patterson-


Borland, and a copy had been circulated with the agenda papers. It was resolved
that the observations and recommendations contained within the report be endorsed and adopted.

094.
Planning Committee
The draft minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 23 October 2008 were received and it was resolved that the proceedings be endorsed and adopted.

095.
Remembrance Day Parade

The Remembrance Day Parade held the previous Sunday was reviewed. The Chairman of the Parish Council had laid a wreath on behalf of the Parish Council. It was considered to have been an extremely successful event, with greater attendance than last year, which had been stated to be the largest event held in West Berkshire.
The possibility of the use of walkie-talkies for the stewards and a review of car parking facilities would be undertaken before next year’s parade.

096.
To consider the following items raised at the request of the Chairman of BMNAG:

i.
New secretary urgently needed for the NAG – 



There were no volunteers for this post

ii.
The Parish Council is requested to contribute to the cost of the hire of 


floodlit football facilities at the Leisure Centre. £8.65 per session, £200 for the 


period from Autumn 2008 to February 2009.



Further information was to be sought, including the usage and whether girls 



would be taking part. Mortimer Parish Council would be asked to contribute.


iii.
New sites for additional youth shelters.



Further consideration postponed pending the outcome of the Youth Forum.

iv.
Update on the creation of the Youth Forum


No interest shown at present, although flyers and posters had been distributed 

to Willink and Theale Green schools, and the parish council web site had carried a poster for the past 5 months. The local PCSO’s would be asked to raise support during their school visits.

Councillor Christopher Greaves undertook to raise the issue of participation in a Youth Forum with the local Scouts, and Councillor Michael Lochrie agreed to consult with Burghfield Football Club 

097.
To Receive and adopt the Risk Assessment and Management Schedule 2008
2009

The revised Risk Assessment and Management Schedule had been distributed with the agenda for the meeting, and the Clerk outlined the revised items and the reason for their inclusion. 

Resolved that the Risk Assessment and Management Schedule be endorsed and adopted.

098.
To receive the latest information in regard to the proposed closure of St. Mary’s 


Churchyard
The Clerk reported on the latest information in regard to the proposed closure of St. Mary’s Churchyard and the issues involved in the acquisition of an adjacent burial ground. It was understood that the original intention had been to add to the existing churchyard, but it was now apparent that the Parochial Church Council were mindful of closing the existing churchyard when it was no longer capable of receiving burials.
This action would mean that the adjacent land earmarked for the extension would become a burial ground and be the responsibility of the Local Authority. This could be West Berkshire District Council, who would recharge the Parish Council, or it could be the direct responsibility of the Parish Council. Either way, the upkeep would no longer be the responsibility of the Parochial Church Council.

Members examined the issues raised and resolved:

i.
to ask the Parochial Church Council if they would explain the reason why 


closure was preferred, stating in their reply if is was a local or national 


decision. 
ii.
to take no further until a formal reply was received.
099.
Financial Matters

Resolved
i.
that the accounts reconciliation as at 31st October 2008 be 





received and noted.




ii.
that the investment policy be referred to the Finance 





Committee for examination and approval.

iii.
that the requirements in regard to the minimum wage payments for the part time litter collectors be noted, and the hourly rate of £5.80 per hour from 1st October 2008 be approved.


iv.
that the items for payment shown on the list attached to the 

minutes be authorised for payment, such sums to be debited to the account of the Parish Council.

100.
To receive brief verbal reports from Parish Council Representatives attending 

meetings of Outside Bodies to which they have been appointed.


Michael Wright – AWE visit

John Valentine – District Council Conference

Derek Woad – District Council Conference

Michael Hall – AWE BPEO Study

101.
Parish Council Land – Registration Procedures.

The Clerk reported on the forthcoming requirement to ensure that all parish council 

owned land was registered with the Land Registry. Some of the documentation that was currently vested with the Parish Council’s solicitors may be more suitably accommodated at the Berkshire Record Office. Following an examination of the issues involved it was resolved:
i.
that the Clerk be empowered to instruct the Parish Council ‘s solicitors to 


proceed with the land registration of all parish council owned land.

ii.
that suitable records be transferred to the safe custody of the Berkshire 


Records Office, in accordance with their policy on the receipt and storage of 


documents.
102.
To receive from the Thames Valley Police Authority a revised Memorandum of 

Understanding in relation to the partially subsidised local PCSO post.

Consideration of the revised Memorandum of Understanding in relation to the 


partially subsidised local PCSO post was deferred until the January 2009 Parish 

Council meeting. It was agreed to let Councillor Matthew Paterson-Borland have a copy of the document in order to receive his views before the next meeting.
103.
Clerk’s items for information only.


A Communities in Control consultation paper had been received from the 

Department of Communities and Local Government. The paper contained views on the revision of the Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007 and the Relevant Authorities (General Principles) Order 2001. It also sought views on the proposed introduction of a model code of conduct for local government employees.
The topics would be addressed by the NALC and by SLCC, representing parish councils, and the paper was noted.

104.
Conclusion


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 10.11 pm










Chairman
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