
BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
A meeting of the Parish Council was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 12 March 2009 , commencing at 7.45 p.m.

Present:


Mr. A. Orme (Chairman),

Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. M. Hall, Mr. R. Hannington, Mr. S. Hill,

Mr. P. Lawrence, Mr. J. Valentine, Mr. D. Woad, 
Mr. M. Wright.

Apologies:

Dr. R. Longton, Mr. C. Greaves, Mr. I. MacFarlane, 
Mr. M. Patterson-Borland, Mr. S. James.

In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council, Village Hall Manager.




2 parishioners

The Chairman gave assurances that no further expansion of the skate board facilities had been approved, but provisional approval had been given to a more artistic decoration of parts of the equipment, subject to prior approval.

Attention was drawn to a planning application that had been submitted for approval for a car wash in the car park of the Rising Sun public house. Objections were voiced in regard to noise, advertisement displays and working hours.
139.
Declarations of Interest
There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a member to declare either a personal or prejudicial interest.
140.
To Receive the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting
Resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 12 February

   2009 be approved as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

141.
Matters Arising on the Minutes


i.
It was still not yet known if the post of school crossing patrol to monitor the 



crossing of Clayhill Road had been filled. No sightings of a post holder had 



been observed at the crossing location.
142.
To receive the latest information in regard to the proposed closure of St. Mary’s 


Churchyard and to resolve future procedures.

Following the last meeting, additional information had been obtained from West Berkshire District Council, the Thatcham crematorium and burial ground and also Cold Ash Parish Council, whose Clerk, Denise Hudspith, had again been very helpful. None of this information was influential in determining the position that the Parish Council should take in regard to the acquisition of additional land that was necessary if burials could continue in the parish of Burghfield after the existing churchyard was declared full.
The Archdeacon of Berkshire, The Venerable Norman Russell, had written to the Parish Council explaining that Parochial Church Councils were discouraged from extending churchyards even if there is a landowner willing to give land for this purpose. He stated that if the community is keen to have a consecrated burial ground 
when the churchyard is full, then there is a provision for the consecration of a burial ground owned by the Parish Council. It was essential that the ownership and management of the new ground is the responsibility of the Parish Council.
A debate on the situation in which the Parish Council was placed included consideration of the needs of parishioners who may wish to be buried in their own parish and also the views of the Church in not being willing to provide a continued facility.

Resolved that the Parish Council accepts the responsibility for the acquisition of the additional land for the burial ground subject to:

i.
the ability to enter into the long term lease with the Englefield Estate.
ii.
the proven ability to reach the new land with no hindrance and with a right of passage across any adjacent land for that purpose.

iii.
an agreement with the Parochial Church Council on the respective roles and responsibilities for the additional ground.
143.
Chairman’s Report

The Chairman confirmed that he would be visiting the Old Recreation Ground to look at the skate board equipment and to receive the proposals for the artistic drawings.

Tony Orme thanked Doug Mundy for his tree preservation work on the Badgers Glade site and also the flood alleviation scheme on the Hatch Allotments.

144.
District Council Report


Due to District Council commitments neither District Councillor was able to be 

Present. Royce Longton had earlier confirmed that the planning application at the 


Burghfield AWE site had been approved and that, as part of the conditions, a new 


footpath would be constructed from the site to the Hatch area of Burghfield.

145.
Village Hall Management Committee

The Village Hall Manager’s report for the month of February was received and noted, and the details are appended to the minutes.

It was reported that the refurbishment work was proceeding in accordance with the planned schedule, and an opportunity was taken to approve the type and colour of the carpet for the new meeting room and to confirm that Polysafe Ultima material would be used for the other areas including the kitchen and corridors.
146.
Planning Committee

The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 12 February and the draft minutes of the meeting held on 26 February 2009 were received and it was resolved that the recommendation and proceedings be endorsed and adopted.

147.
Financial Matters:

Resolved
i.
that the accounts reconciliation as at 28 February 2009 be 





received and noted.

ii.
that the items for payment shown on the list attached to the 

minutes be authorised for payment, such sums to be debited 
to the account of the Parish Council.

148.
To review the current position in regard to the creation of a Youth Forum.
At a meeting of the Youth Sub Committee on 28 February 2008 it had been agreed to recommend to the Parish Council that a Youth Forum be created, and this recommendation had been endorsed by the Parish Council. The objective of the exercise had been to create a situation whereby the youth of the parish could express, in a democratic manner, their views on local issues relevant to them.

Following that decision a leaflet had been prepared and distributed to local schools, posters had been displayed on the parish council notice boards and a new email address had been created to cater for expressions of interest, of which there had been none. Liza Beith had also raised the proposal at the local Youth Club meetings.
Following consideration of the various options available to the Parish Council it was 

resolved to publicise the proposals in the next edition of the Parish Newsletter and to continue to examine ways in which the Youth Forum could be achieved.

149.
Remembrance Day Parade


The Clerk reported that he had made a formal application for the appropriate road 


closures for the Remembrance Day Parade to be held on Sunday 8 November 2009.


Revised procedures at West Berkshire District council had called for the application, 


which had been approved, to be made earlier that on previous occasions.

150.
To receive brief verbal reports from Parish Council Representatives attending 

meetings of Outside Bodies to which they have been appointed.


Derek Woad had attended a meeting of the West Berkshire Council Parish Plan 

Group.
Roger Hannington had attended a meeting of the Wokefield Common Advisory 

Committee.

151.
Annual Parish Meeting

The Annual Parish Meeting was fixed for Thursday 16 April, to be held at the Village 


Hall commencing at 7.45 p.m.


The NAG group had requested a Community Police meeting and it was agreed that, 


subject to acceptance, the Community Police Meeting be combined with the Annual 


Parish Meeting.

152.
Clerk’s Information


Members were reminded of the forthcoming Committee meetings.


Thursday 19 March

Village Hall and Environment


Thursday 26 March

Finance and Planning


The Environment Committee would receive a report on criminal damage in Badgers 


Glade, where two Oak trees had been felled without permission or prior knowledge.
153.
Cycle Week

Councillor John Valentine reported that the Cycle Week posters were now available. The Parish Council would be running (cycling?) its own event on 20 June.

154.
Conclusion


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.17 pm. 










Chairman
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