
BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
A meeting of the Parish Council was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 9 July 2009, commencing at 7.45 p.m.

Present:


Miss. M. Cresser, Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. C. Greaves, Mr. R. Hannington, 

Mr. S. James, Mr. P. Lawrence, Dr. R. Longton, Mr. I. MacFarlane, Mr. D. Woad, Mr. M. Wright.

Apologies:

Mrs. C. Jackson-Doerge, Mr. M. Hall, Mr. S. Hill, Mr. A Orme,





Mr. M. Patterson-Borland, Mr. J. Valentine.

In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council, Village Hall Manager.




12 parishioners.
039.
Election of Chairman for the Duration of the Meeting

Resolved that Stephen James be elected Chairman for the duration of the meeting.

Open Meeting

Bernard Weatherall, a resident of Ash Lane, presented a further verbal report on the reasons 
why householders along the Lane were petitioning West Berkshire District Council to make 
the road a cul-de-sac instead of a through road, thereby saving the expense of repairs to the 
ford. Other parishioners submitted views in support of this position, pointing out that a great 
number of vehicles had been damaged and recovered from  the ford, and vehicles were 
required to back to Clayhill Road due to the narrow opening at the ford and the inability to 
turn round.

 
It was understood that West Berkshire District Council has already made a decision to 
repair the ford and keep the road open, although conflicting information was given in regard 
to the information given to and received from the Parish Council. A statement from a 
parishioner that the District Council had stated that the Parish Council had been consulted and 
had given a supporting reply was strongly denied.

Mr. Weatherall asked the Parish Council if it would be offering recommendations in regard 
to pedestrian safety along the road. The Chairman drew attention to the fact that West 
Berkshire District Council had a legal duty of care in so far as highway matters were 

concerned.
040.
Declarations of Interest
There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a member to declare either a personal or prejudicial interest.

041.
To receive the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting
Resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 11 June 2009 be
                approved as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

042.
Matters Arising on the Minutes


There were no matters arising on the minutes that would not be covered by an agenda item

043.
To consider the proposal by West Berkshire District Council to repair and re open Ash Lane.

The earlier Open Meeting had received a further report from Bernard Weatherall, supported by residents from Ash Lane, on the desirability of closing Ash Lane to through traffic. The last meeting of the Parish Council had received a written report from Mr. Weatherll on the same subject, and there had now been received from West Berkshire District Council a written report outlining the reasons why, for at least a temporary period, their decision was to repair the ford and keep Ash Lane as an open road. The full report appears as an appendix to the minutes.

In view of the fact that a decision had been taken by the District Council, without giving the Parish Council a formal opportunity to submit comment on the proposal, it was resolved: 

i. To note the decision.
ii. To invite the District Council to submit a written comment on each of the observations raised in the residents report.
iii. To support the proposal to carry out a traffic survey.
iv. To request the District Council to ascertain the passable width of the ford and to erect the appropriate width restriction notices at both ends of Ash Lane. 
044.
Chairman’s Report


The Chairman of the meeting had no information to impart, and there were no questions put 

to him.

045.
District Council Report


District Councillor Royce Longton had attended a meeting of the Willink Joint Management 
Committee, and agreement had been forthcoming in regard to gates at the entrance of the car 
park.


Roadside gulley clearance was taking place within the parish and sight lines had been 
improved.

046.
Village Hall Management Committee

The schedule of payments for June  was presented by the Village Hall Manager and is 
appended to the minutes. Regular users had commented favourably on the refurbishment 
opening ceremony and on the improved facilities. The new tables and chairs had been 
delivered.
047.
Planning Committee


The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 11 June and the draft minutes 
of the meeting held on 25 June 2009 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and 
adopted.

048.
To receive and endorse the Draft Village Design Statement prepared by the Planning 
Committee

A special meeting of the Planning Committee had been held on 2 July especially to apply 
what was hoped to be the final touches to the Village Design Statement, and a revised draft 
had been produced by the conclusion of the meeting. The updated version had been circulated 
to all Members and comments had again been invited. Following a discussion on the way 
forward it was resolved:

i. That Councillor Paul Lawrence would continue to collate any acceptable amendments into the main document.
ii. That the final draft would be sent to Paula Amorelli at West Berkshire District for her comments prior to the publication of the document.

iii. That the Village Design Statement, in its final format, be adopted by the Parish Council.

049.
To receive an update on the Parish Council Land Registration Policy.


The Clerk reported that significant progress was being maintained in regard to the land 
registration policy. At the conclusion of the exercise, when all parcels of land had been 
formally registered with the Land Registry, a summary of all the transactions would be 
presented to a meeting of the Parish Council.

050.
Financial Matters 

i.
Accounts Reconciliation as at 30 June 2009.



The accounts reconciliation statement for the month ended 30 June 2009 was 


received and noted, and is appended to the minutes.

ii.
Accounts for Payment.

Resolved that the items for payment shown on the list attached to the minutes be 


authorised for payment, such sums to be debited to the account of the Parish Council.
051.
To receive the draft Town and Parish Charter issued by West Berkshire District Council 

The above document had been distributed to Members at the last meeting and it was now 
formally noted.

052.
To receive brief verbal reports from Parish Council Representatives attending 


meetings of Outside Bodies to which they have been appointed.


Derek Woad had attended an Emergency Planning meeting the main topic being to examine 


the practicality of a Parish Council developing an Emergency Response Plan.

Jonathan Gibson had attended a meeting of the Burghfield and Mortimer Volunteer Bureau.

053.
Conclusion


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.40 p.m.










Chairman
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