BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
A meeting of the Parish Council was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 10th July 2008, commencing at 7.45 p.m.

Present:


Mr. A. Orme (Chairman),

Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. M. Hall, Mr. R. Hannington, Mr. S. Hill,

Mrs. C. Jackson-Doerge, Mr. P. James, Mr. P. Lawrence,

Mr. M. Lochrie, Dr. R. Longton, Mr. J. Valentine, 

Mr. D. Woad, Mr. M. Wright.
Apologies: 

Mr. M. Patterson-Borland (work), Mr. P. Kearney (work).
In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council, Village Hall Manager,




Revd Gill Lovell




5 Parishioners


Open Meeting

The Revd. Gill Lovell, recently appointed to St. Mary’s Church, Burghfield, was in attendance to introduce herself and to meet Parishioners and Parish Councillors. 
Residents from Sandbrooke Walk drew attention to their requests to West Berkshire Council for the road to be resurfaced. The road was unadopted and in an extremely poor condition. The item was included in the agenda for the Parish Council meeting.
031.
Declarations of Interest
There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a Member to declare either a personal or prejudicial interest.
032.
Co-option of Parish Councillors

Resolved that Mr. Ian MacFarlane, Lynton, Firs End, Burghfield Common be elected 


   a Parish Councillor for the ensuing term of office.

033.
Appointment of Parish Councillor to Committees
Resolved that Mr. Ian MacFarlane be appointed to serve on the Environment and 


   Planning Committees for the ensuing Municipal Year.
034.
To Receive the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting
Resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 12 June 2008 

   be approved as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman

035.
To consider any matters arising on the minutes
i.
The post of school crossing patrol to monitor the crossing of Clayhill Road had not yet been filled. The latest information was that there was still a recruitment problem.

036.
To consider a proposal that the Parish Council should contribute to the cost of 

repairs to the road surface in a communal garage area in Sandbrooke Walk.
Dr. Royce Longton, District and Parish Councillor, had received longstanding representations from residents living in Sandbrooke Walk that the road surface in the communal garage area had deteriorated to an unacceptable level. The garage area served 12 properties, and a considerable factor in the deterioration had been the passage of refuse vehicles entering and then reversing in the area.
The District Councillor, Emma Webster, responsible for decisions on such matters had determined that the District Council should not pay for the full cost of any repairs, but that they should be split 3 ways between residents, parish and district council. The estimate, unseen by the parish Council, was that it would cost £70,000 to bring the surface to adoptable standards, and £7,000 to bring it to a serviceable standard. It would appear that, although the original site developers should have been required to deposit a bond out of which the work would have been financed, they retained ownership of the land and subsequently went into liquidation. The land had therefore reverted to Crown ownership.
The Parish Council engaged in a detailed discussion of the issues involved. Members understood that residents of unadopted roads are normally expected to meet the cost of maintaining these roads. Nevertheless, Members were very clearly of the view that, in this case, the residents should not be required to contribute towards the cost of these particular repairs because:

i.    A number of the residents appear to have been given the impression that the road 
      was adopted at the time they purchased their homes;

ii.   The damage to the road surface appears to have been caused, at least in part, by 

      refuse collection vehicles under contract to West Berkshire District Council being 
      driven into and turning in the area concerned;

iii. The garage area is used informally for parking by an unknown number of 
      residents in addition to those who use it officially by virtue of owning the 
      surrounding garages thereby making it impossible to determine an equitable 
      method of sharing the cost among the residents.
Various finance options were proposed, it being resolved, that the District Council be informed that the Parish Council supported the serviceable standard update of the area and would contribute subject to the following conditions:
i.
that the cost be split 80 – 20 between the District and Parish Councils.
ii.
a detailed specification of the work is made available to the Parish 


Council.

iii.
A copy of all tender documents is made available.
iv.
An assurance is provided to the effect that the work will last for a 


minimum of ten years without further attention to the road surface.

v.
Unspent balances of Section 106 contributions for highway 


improvement be examined to ascertain if money is available from this 


fund.

037.
To receive a report from the Chairman
The Chairman reported that the administration of the Parish Council was running smoothly, and he had no issues or visit details to bring to the attention of Members.

038.
To receive a report from the District Council


District Councillor Royce Longton reported on the forthcoming meeting of the 

Kennet Valley Preservation Association and briefly reviewed the recent Government announcement on the removal of the PRU project from the draft South East Plan.
The recently introduced waste recycling procedures had attracted wide spread criticism, and the District Council appeared to have introduced a range of new procedures all at once with the result that the new contractors were clearly failing
to undertake the work as outlined by District Councillor Geoff Findlay.

A general discussion ensued, with questions being raised about the above system and related topics.

039.
Village Hall Management Committee

The Village Hall Manager’s report for the month of June was received and noted, and the details appended in the official minute book. 

040.
To receive the minutes of the Environment Committee 

The draft minutes of the meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee held on 19 June 2008 were received and the proceedings endorsed and adopted.

041.
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee
The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 12th June and the draft minutes of the meeting held on 26th June 2008 were received and the proceedings endorsed and adopted.


Arising on planning issues it was resolved:

i.
that Stephen James be appointed to sit on the panel of the KVPA meeting on 31 July at Burghfield Village Hall.
ii.
that the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Parish Council and the Chairman of the Planning Committee be appointed to represent the Parish Council at a meeting with Green Issues to consider the Prudential intentions for Kennet Valley Park.
042.
To receive the latest information in regard to the acquisition of the Burial Ground land adjacent to St. Mary’s Church, Burghfield.

The Clerk reported that the Environment Agency had confirmed that they would support an amendment to the planning consent attached to the granting of permission of ground for the proposed new parish burial ground, reducing the distance from ground water from 30 meters to 10 meters. A formal application to the District Council was being prepared. A formal letter from the Church of England, setting out the intention to close the existing churchyard at St. Mary’s was still awaited.
043.
To receive information in regard to the BT Payphone Closure proposals.
A formal objection had been sent to BT as a result of their provisional proposal to remove a number of BT phone boxes within the parish. The boxes were those located at the corner of Recreation Road, Clayhill Road, The Mearings and Hollybush Lane.
044.
Financial Matters:


i.
To receive the Statement of Accounts for the year ended 31st March 2008

The Statement of Accounts for the year ended 31 March 2008 was received and adopted.


ii.
To approve and sign the Annual Return for the year ended 31st March 


2008

The Annual Governance statement contained within the Annual Return was read to 
Members and, following approval, the document was signed by the 



Chairman and the Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer.


iii.
Internal Audit Report
The Final Annual Internal Audit Report had been signed by the Internal Auditor following the examination of the Parish Council records on 27 June 2008 and the statement was received and adopted.


iv
Accounts Reconciliation as at 30 June  2008.



The accounts reconciliation for the month ended 30 June 2008 was received 



and noted, and is appended to the minutes.

v.
Accounts for Payment.

Resolved that the items for payment shown on the list attached to the 

   minutes be authorised for payment, such sums to be debited to 

   the account of the Parish Council.

045.
To review the programme for the forthcoming Family Bike Ride event.

The arrangements for the Family Bike Ride on Saturday 19 July were reviewed, and all Members were urged to attend the event starting around 11.00 a.m. and ending at the Common Recreation Ground.
046.
To receive brief verbal reports from Representatives on Outside Bodies
Roger Hannington had arranged for soil samples to be taken from the Common Recreation Ground with a view to establishing the best treatment for the grass.

047.
Clerk’s items for information only
Members were reminded of the meeting schedule for the rest of the month. In accordance with Standing Orders there were no meetings scheduled for August.

048.
Conclusion


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 10.00 p.m.










Chairman
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