BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
A meeting of the Parish Council was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 8 January 2009 , commencing at 7.50 p.m.

Present:


Mr. A. Orme (Chairman),

Mrs. C. Jackson-Doerge, Mr. C. Greaves, Mr. M. Hall,

Mr. R. Hannington, Mr. S. Hill, Mr. S. James,

Mr. I. MacFarlane, Mr. M. Patterson-Borland,

Mr. P. Lawrence, Dr. R. Longton ,
Mr. J. Valentine, Mr. D. Woad, Mr. M. Wright

Apologies:

Mr. J. Gibson.
In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council, Village Hall Manager




3 Parishioners and 4 Thames Valley Police Officers
Rev Mary Harwood (Burghfield St Mary's) and Mrs Sally Johnson (Burghfield 

Methodists) were in attendance to briefly explain how Local Churches Together aim 
to serve our communities more effectively in 2009. To this end they hoped to clarify 
local needs and match resources to this, as far as they were able. The Parish Council 

would be kept informed of developments.
Sgt. Barry Walker and Inspector Andy Ward reported on their views of the introduction of the PCSO subsidised post. Both were complimentary of the work undertaken by PCSO Stephen Innes and thanked the parish council for their financial contribution.

105.
Declarations of Interest
There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a Member to declare either a personal or prejudicial interest.
106.
To Receive the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting
Resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 13 November

   2008 be approved as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

107.
Matters Arising on the Minutes


i.
It was not yet known if the post of school crossing patrol to monitor the 



crossing of Clayhill Road had been filled. The latest information was that 



there still appeared to be a recruitment problem.


ii.
The proposed meeting to consider the Hatch flood alleviation scheme with 

West Berkshire District Council officers had not yet been convened. Clarification of some of the proposed work was awaited.

108.
Report from PCSO Stephen Innes.

PCSO Stephen Innes had prepared a written report summarising the activities and 


responsibilities of his work within the contributing parishes and enhanced the written 


details with more detailed explanations of the work load.. The report is appended 


to the minutes.
A question and answer session revealed that the police facility in Mortimer was scheduled to open within the next two weeks. 10 part time volunteers had already been appointed, the ultimate intention being to open the centre from Monday through to Saturday each week.

109.
To receive the latest information in regard to the proposed closure of St. Mary’s 


Churchyard and to resolve future procedures.


The Revd Gill Lovell was in attendance in order to explain the current situation from 

the point of View of the Church. She explained that the Parochial Church Council could not lease or purchase land, and was therefore unable to accept the additional land that was currently the subject of negotiation. There were only 6 more burial plots available in St. Mary’s churchyard, and after the next three burials the Parochial Church Council would be applying for a closure order. If no other land became available, then burials would not be able to be held within the parish and would have to go to Reading or Thatcham.
There was still a degree of uncertainty as to whether it was a national policy for the Church, once a churchyard was declared closed, to refuse to accept additional adjacent land, even if it did not involve purchase, and Gill was requested to obtain written confirmation of the position from the Archdeacon. No further action in regard to the land acquisition would be contemplated until such time as the position was made clear.
110.
Chairman’s Report

The Chairman had no items to bring to the attention of Members. There were no questions.
111.
District Council Report


Carol Jackson-Doerge drew attention to a leisure survey that was being sent to parish 


Councils.
Royce Longton reported on a number of activities, the details being shown in the 

report appended to the minutes.

112.
Village Hall Management Committee

The Village Hall Manager’s report for the months of November and December was received and noted, and the details are appended to the minutes.
Attention was drawn to the schedule of work that had been prepared for the additions and renovation to the village hall. The plans for the structural alterations had been shown to members and the planning and building regulation consents had been obtained on 17 October 2006 The required amount of funding had now been accumulated, and it was necessary for the contractor to be appointed in order that a significant proportion of the work could be completed within the current financial year ending on 31st March 2009.

A meeting of the Village Hall Management Committee would be held on 15th January, the meeting being convened to give final consideration to the appointment of the contractors and agree the final tender figure. Following consideration of the time scale and the fact that the basic requirements were well known, it was resolved that the Clerk, through the Village Hall Management Committee, be empowered to sign contracts for the work providing that the figures did not exceed the budgetary estimates.
113.
Environment and Recreation Committee

The draft minutes of the meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee held on 20 November 2008 were received and it was resolved that the proceedings and recommendations be endorsed and adopted.

114.
Planning Committee
The draft minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 27 November 2008 were received and it was resolved that the proceedings be endorsed and adopted.

115.
Financial Matters:

Resolved
i.
that the accounts reconciliation as at 30th November and 31st
December 2008 be received and noted.

ii.
that the items for payment shown on the list attached to the 

minutes be authorised for payment, such sums to be debited 
to the account of the Parish Council.

iii.
that the report of the external auditor for the accounts ended 31 March 2008 be received and noted.

116.
To receive the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and Compliance Committee 

held on 27 November 2008 and to approve the estimates of expenditure for the 

financial year commencing 1st April 2009.

The minutes of the meeting of the Finance and Compliance Committee held on 27th

November 2008 were received and the proceedings were endorsed and adopted. Attached to the minutes was a detailed schedule, showing the income and expenditure for the last financial year, the current and protracted positions for the current year and the proposed income and expenditure for the year commencing 1st April 2009.

In addition to the committed revenue finance, the capital schemes were submitted for approval. 

Proposed by Matthew Paterson-Borland, seconded by Christopher Greaves and Resolved Unanimously that the figures shown in the estimates of income and expenditure for the year commencing 1st April 2009 be adopted.


(The detailed estimate papers are appended to the minutes in the official minute book).
117.
To resolve the amount of precept to be served on West Berkshire District 

Council for the financial year commencing 1st April 2009.
Proposed by John Valentine, seconded by Paul Lawrence and Resolved 

Unanimously that a precept for the sum of £225,000 be served on West Berkshire District Council for general purposes for the financial year commencing 1st April 2009.

118.
To resolve to adopt the Model Scheme introduced for the Freedom of Information Act with effect from 1 January 2009.


In line with section 20 of the Freedom of Information Act, the Information 

Commissioner had approved a new model publication scheme which should be adopted by all public authorities, and is effective from 1st January 2009.  Instructions from the Information Commissioner were that the model scheme should be adopted without modification. Lists showing the information that a public authority ( large or small!) would be expected to hold were listed as was a suggested charge for photocopying, postage etc. 
The basic details of the new scheme had been circulated to members and it was resolved unanimously that the new Freedom of Information Act Model Publication Scheme be adopted with effect from 1 January 2009.
119.
To receive from the Thames Valley Police Authority a revised Memorandum of Understanding in relation to the partially subsidised local PCSO post and to resolve to continue with the PCSO subsidy for the two years commencing 1 April 2009.

The November 2008 meeting of the Parish Council had given consideration to contributing to a further two year subsidy period for a local PCSO post, but had sought further clarification in regard to the Memorandum of Understanding before committing to a further two years.
Paragraph 2 of the Key Performance Indicators now contained the reinstated clause reading “Information to be available to each of the Parish Councils regarding the time and duration spent in each area over the course of a month by the special service PCSO, the time spent being in proportion to each council’s funding”. 
The earlier report submitted by PCSO Stephen Innes had indicated that the introduction of the additional PCSO post had been largely responsible for improvements in a number of crime areas within the parish, and provision had been made in the estimates of expenditure for the continuation of the post.
It was proposed by Royce Longton, seconded by Matthew Paterson-Borland and resolved that the Parish Council enters into a further two year agreement, commencing on 1 April 2009 , with the Thames Valley Police Authority for the 
continuation of the subsidised PCSO post, subject to a similar resolution being passed by Stratfield Mortimer Parish Council.

120.
To receive brief verbal reports from Parish Council Representatives attending 

meetings of Outside Bodies to which they have been appointed.


Roger Hannington had attended an Allotments Society Meeting



Stephen James had Chaired a meeting of the VDS |Group.

121.
Clerk’s items for information only.

The District Council had invited Parish Councils to let them know of any items that 

they would like to be included on a future District Parish Council Conference. Members were asked to let the Clerk know by 16 January if anyone had a subject they would like included.

An invitation had been received from the Kennet and Avon Canal Steering Group for 

Members to attend a preview of the proposed celebrations to mark the bicentenary of the Kennet and Avon Canal. Acceptances to be notified to the Clerk.
122.
Conclusion


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.56 pm










Chairman










12 February 2009
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