BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
A meeting of the Parish Council was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 12 February 2009 , commencing at 7.50 p.m.

Present:


Mr. J. Valentine, (Chairman),

Mrs. C. Jackson-Doerge, Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. C. Greaves, 

Mr. M. Hall, Mr. R. Hannington, Mr. S. Hill, Mr. S. James,

Dr. R. Longton, Mr. I. MacFarlane, 

Mr. M. Patterson-Borland, Mr. P. Lawrence, Mr. D. Woad.

Apologies:

Mr. A. Orme, Mr. M. Lochrie, Mr. M. Wright.
In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council, Village Hall Manager.




Rev’d Gill Lovell




2 parishioners

Parishioners informed the meeting of the situation pertaining to the Club House on the AWE site, and requested the support of the Parish Council when an application was submitted for the new club. They were asked to keep the Parish Council informed, through the Clerk, and assured that the Parish Council would give serious consideration to supporting the venture.
123.
Declarations of Interest
There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a Member to declare either a personal or prejudicial interest.
124.
To Receive the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting
Resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 8 January


   2009 be approved as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

125.
Matters Arising on the Minutes


i.
It was not yet known if the post of school crossing patrol to monitor the 



crossing of Clayhill Road had been filled.
ii.
The site meeting to consider the Hatch flood alleviation scheme had been held and the views of the District Council were awaited.
iii.
The final tender figure for the refurbishment of the Village Hall had been established and the contract with Cranston and Hamblin had been signed.

126.
To receive the latest information in regard to the proposed closure of St. Mary’s 


Churchyard and to resolve future procedures.

The Revd Gill Lovell was again in attendance in order to explain the current situation from the point of view of the Church. She reviewed the position of the Parochial Church Council and confirmed that when only 3 full burial plots remained, then an application would be made for a closure order for the existing churchyard. Space would continue to be available for the internment of ashes. Burials would no longer be possible in the existing churchyard after the three remaining spaces had been allocated.
There were still a number of avenues of exploration open to the parish council, and it was clearly desirable to have as much information as the situation permitted before 

making a decision as to whether to take on the responsibility for the acquisition and maintenance of the additional burial ground. Local burial or remote burial would be determined by the eventual decision.

Additional information would be obtained from West Berkshire District Council, the Thatcham crematorium and burial ground and also Cold Ash Parish Council, whose Clerk had been very helpful with initial enquiries.

127.
Chairman’s Report

The Chairman of the Parish Council was not present and there were no matters arising for this item.

128.
District Council Report

Dr. Royce Longton gave a report on activities of the District Council that were relevant to Burghfield.
The District Council’s executive were due to meet on 19 February to consider the proposed budget for 2009/2010, with a Council Tax increase of 3.9 % being the likely outcome. Numerous cost saving measures were being proposed including the abolition of the free collection service and a reduction in the winter pressure budget.
A request from Carol and Royce for Theale Road and Hose Hill to be included in the primary salting routes had been agreed as long as no additional vehicles were needed.

Royce had again been active in trying to persuade District Council highway officers that there was a longstanding and pressing need for a combined footway/cycleway from Burghfield Bridge to Burghfield Village. As usual, funding would be an issue, but with £30k in the kitty following two successive members bids by Royce, there was an increased possibility that the path was achievable. 

The disruption of the waste collection due to the bad weather was regretted, as was the inability of Violia to explain the reasons for the delayed collections.

Dean’s Copse road had again been closed due to flooding, and numerous potholes were appearing on roads throughout the parish.

129.
Village Hall Management Committee

The Village Hall Manager’s report for the month of January was received and noted, and the details are appended to the minutes.

130.
Environment and Recreation Committee

The draft minutes of the meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee held on 15 January 2009 were received and it was resolved that the proceedings and recommendations be endorsed and adopted.

131.
Planning Committee
The draft minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 22 January 2009 were received and it was resolved that the recommendation and proceedings be endorsed and adopted.

132.
Financial Matters:

Resolved
i.
that the accounts reconciliation as at 31 January 2009 be 





received and noted.

ii.
that the items for payment shown on the list attached to the 

minutes be authorised for payment, such sums to be debited 
to the account of the Parish Council.

133.
Freedom of Information Act 

Members were reminded of the main aspects of the Act and the details of the Parish 


Council publication scheme was outlined.
134.
Reading Buses


A revised time table for Reading Buses had been received. The details would be 


displayed on all of the parish bus stop boards.

135.
To receive brief verbal reports from Parish Council Representatives attending 

meetings of Outside Bodies to which they have been appointed.


Roger Hannington had attended an Allotments Society Meeting



Jonathan Gibson had attended a meeting of the Burghfield and Mortimer Volunteer 

Bureau.
136.
District/Parish Conference


The date of the next District/Parish Council Conference had been scheduled for 


Tuesday 17 March in the Council Chamber, Market Street Newbury, commencing at 


6.00 p.m.

Members appointed to attend were Councillors Derek Woad and Paul Lawrence.

137.
Items for Future Discussion

The following items were considered.

The parish footpaths were being walked to ensure that they were free of obstructions before the publication of the footpath map.

The Bike Week event would be held on Saturday 20 June 2009, with a circular parish route and refreshments on the Common recreation Ground.

Some segments of the Village Design Statement were still outstanding and attempts would be made to ensure a full set before the next meeting of the Planning Committee.

138.
Conclusion


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.22 p.m.










Chairman
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