BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Finance and Compliance Committee was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 27 November 2008, commencing at 7.00 p.m.

Present:


Mr. J. Valentine (Chairman),

Mr. A. Orme, Matthew Paterson-Borland, Mr. D. Woad.

Apologies:

Mr. S. James.
In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council.

1.
Declarations of Interest

Derek Woad declared a personal interest in the grant application submitted by the Burghfield and Mortimer Handybus.
2.
Minutes of the last meeting of the Committee

The minutes of the last meeting of the Finance and Compliance Committee held on Thursday 17 July 2008, having been circulated, were confirmed a true and correct record, and signed by the Chairman.

3.
Matters Arising on the Minutes


There were no matters arising on the minutes.
4.
To consider requests for donations under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972, as amended


Resolved
that the following amount be paid to the applicant as detailed 



below, in accordance with the provisions of Section 137 of the Local 



Government Act 1972, as amended.




Burghfield and Mortimer Handybus




Contribution towards running costs of bus for 




local residents





£1,000.00
5.
Clerk’s Remuneration

The National Joint Council for Local Government Services had reached an 

Interim agreement on rates of pay applicable from 1st April 2008. The National 
Association of Local Councils and the Society of Local Council Clerks strongly recommended that the salary scales of all Local Council Clerks be adjusted in accordance with the job evaluation criteria established for the posts of Clerk and Responsible Finance Officers.

Resolved that the combined post of Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer for 

   Burghfield Parish Council be confirmed on Incremental Point 37 on scale 

   LC2, equivalent to an hourly rate of £15.825, for a 25 hour week, with 

   effect from 1st April 2008. 
6.
Accounts for Payment

Resolved that the items for payment shown on the list attached to the minutes be
   authorised for payment, such sums to be debited to the account of the 
   Parish Council.

7.
Interim Internal Audit Report 2008/2009

The Interim Internal Audit examination of the Parish Council’s accounts had recently been conducted, and an interim Audit Report and Action Plan had been received from Auditing Solutions Ltd.  The recommendations in the Action Plan were noted and the actions taken to date approved. The follow up actions taken in regard to the Final Internal Audit for the financial year ended 31 March 2008were also received and approved.

8.
To give consideration to the estimates of income and expenditure for the 
financial year commencing 1st April 2008
Members had received a schedule of probable income and expenditure calculations, based on the anticipated outurn for the current year and the committed revenue expenditure for the following year. Members then gave consideration to any alterations on the proposed figures and to policy decisions that would involve additional expenditure for new schemes. The litter collection budget remained unaltered, but revisions and improved practices would be introduced throughout the coming year. The pay structure for all staff would be reviewed during the next financial year.
The revenue schemes were amended as follows:
101
4033
Advertising





£2,500

101
4035
Parish Newsletter




£2,500

303
4023
Community Consultation



£5,000

The capital Schemes were increased by the following:
109
4918
Renewal of Play Equipment


           £50,000

Taking the above figures into the overall budget, the revised proposed spend for the financial year commencing 1 April 2009 was £265,255.
Recommended that the revenue and capital estimates as presented, incorporating the 


above amendments, be submitted to the Parish Council for full 


approval.

9.
Precept upon West Berkshire District Council

Consideration was given to the amount of precept to be served upon the District Council. In arriving at the required amount, Members were reminded of the need to ensure that the general balances, apart from those earmarked, were maintained at an appropriate level. If the forecasts were 100% accurate, the general balances would be reduced by £41,755 as at the 31 March 2010., if the precept remained the same as the current year.
Recommended that a precept in the sum of £225,000 be served upon West
                          Berkshire District Council for the year commencing 1st April 


2009. 

10.
Conclusion

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.12 pm









Chairman
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